Federal Project Eligibility Summary

In order for any project to be eligible for funding from FHWA administered programs certain minimum requirements must
be met during the project development and construction phases. This paper provides a brief overview and identifies
sources of additional information.

All projects must meet the following minimum basic eligibility requirements and be in compliance with Titles 23 and 49
CFR. Requirements are detailed in the Local Agency Guidelines manual published by WSDOT. Individual chapters of this

manual are referenced in the following text. Individual program eligibility criteria are available within H&LP calls for
projects and Chapter 12.

Basic Eligibility Requirements

Administration
Projects must be administered by a Certified Acceptance Agency, agencies that are not operating as a CA agency must
identify a CA agency to act on their behalf. See chapter 13 & 62 for additional detail.

Project Authorization

Prior to any phase of a project being authorized by WSDOT the project must be included in the Statewide Transportation
Improvement Plan (STIP). The STIP is developed from Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPQ’s) and Regional
Transportation Planning Organizations (RPTO’s) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Any expenditures that occur
prior to the project being authorized are not eligible for federal reimbursement. For additional information on project
requirements and a general overview of federal aid highway programs see Chapter 12. For all phases, and at the time of
each phase authorization, all funds necessary to complete the scope of work being authorized for the phase must be
secured. For more details, see Chapter 14.21.

Design

In order to utilize federal funds on a project the project design must comply with adopted design standards. In the state of
Washington per RCW 35.78.030 and 43.32.020 design standards are set by the City and County Design Standards
Committee. These standards and additional information are contained in the WSDOT Local Agency Guidelines manual

Chapter 41 and 42.

Environmental

Projects involving federal funds, permits, or land are governed by a number of environmental requirements, including but
not limited to:

¢ National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, 42 USC 4321, et. seq.
¢ Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing NEPA, 40 CFR, Part 1500, et. seq.

¢ Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration Implementing Regulations, 23 CFR, Parts 771,
772, and 774

¢ Environmental Impact and Related Procedures, 49 CFR, Part 622

e Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 50 CFR, Part 402

* Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 36 CFR, Part 800
¢ Presidential Executive Order 12898 — Environmental Justice

e Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966
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The WSDOT Local Agency Guidelines Chapter 24 provides additional detail, documentation requirements and
procedures for gaining approval of your project environmental documentation.

Right of Way
Any and all right of way purchased specifically for the project must be acquired in compliance with the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act and its implementing regulations 49 CFR 24.

For a project to be eligible for federal funding on any phase of the project (P.E., R/W, or construction), the project’s R/W
must be acquired in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 25 of the WSDOT Local Agency Guidelines manual.

New R/W is defined as land necessary for construction of the proposed project, or any prior acquisition that was made
specifically for the current project including land that was previously purchased by the agency for the project. This includes
temporary easements and permits that are required to complete the construction. If the agency already owns the land or
property rights necessary for the project, the agency will provide adequate documentation of those rights prior to
advertising the project for construction.

Construction

There are a number of requirements that apply to federal aid construction contracts which require attention. All projects
must comply with the Buy America requirements for steel and iron materials. All projects also need to be considered for
inclusion of a mandatory goal for DBE participation, prior to advertising the project for construction the agency must
contact WSDOT to have a goal established for the project. The basic premise of the federal aid program is that all projects
will be competitively bid and constructed by private industry. Any deviation from this approach requires approval by
WSDOT and appropriate documentation. Additional requirements and guidance is contained in Chapter 26, 44, 46 and 52.

Other

If there is any question regarding eligibility or clarification of federal requirements contact your Region Local Programs
Engineer. A complete listing including contact information is available on the WSDOT website at
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/LocalPrograms/regional.htm

Eastern Region Olympic Region
~% 7 | | Local Programs Engineer =% ¢ | | Local Programs Engineer
VA4 || Keith Martin, PE \t}\j\-_ || Neal Campbell
£ T (50) 324-6080 L1 (360) 357-2666
' MartinK @wsdot.wa.gov T CampbeN@wsdot.wa.gov
North Central Region South Central Region
N 9_[] | Local Programs Engineer ~% 7 | | Local Programs Engineer
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L (509) 667-3090 L (509) 577-1780
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Northwest Region Southwest Region
~ %7 | | Local Programs Engineer ~% 7 | | Local Programs Engineer
”-F_é!\?\-_ | | EdConyers, PE \ & | Ken Hash
~ L (206) 440-4734 BT (360) 905-2215
o ConyerE@wsdot.wa.gov o HashK @wsdot.wa.gov
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