
Overlay focal 

species networks 

on project area. 

Identify locations 

and species 

overlapping 

project area

Overlay project 

area with five years 

of carcass removal 

and wildlife-vehicle 

collision data. 

Identify areas with 

evidence of 5 or 

more collisions per 

road mile per year

Does the project area 

overlap with focal 

species networks?

Continue with Habitat 

Connectivity best 

practices flow chart

Yes

Does the project area 

contain any high 

carcass removal or 

wildlife collision areas?

Yes

No

No

Are there public lands 

nearby, on both sides of 

the road?

Explore potential for non-

profit/agency help with 

acquisitions or easements.

Consider elements of both 

“Low Cost Habitat 

Connectivity considerations” 

and “Best Practices”

No statewide nexus with 

habitat connectivity goals. 

Are concerns being 

expressed by the public or 

regulatory agencies?

No

Habitat Connectivity Project Review Flow Chart

No

Habitat Connectivity 

is not a significant 

issue

Yes

Is your project a 

corridor plan?

Yes

Consider “Low Cost 

Habitat Connectivity 

Considerations”

Yes

No

See “Second Chance 

Review”



Second Chance Review

Yes

No

Are there public lands on both 

sides of the road?

Project has no nexus with 

Statewide Habitat Connectivity 

Goals, but public, local or 

regulatory agencies express 

their perception of the  

importance of habitat 

connectivity

Is the project area 

included in important 

habitat as identified by 

local jurisdictions or local 

connectivity analyses?

Continue with Habitat 

Connectivity Best 

Practices flow chart

Yes

Consider “Low Cost Habitat 

Connectivity Considerations

No

Explore potential  for non-

profit/agency help with 

acquisitions or easements

Consider elements of both 

“Low Cost Habitat 

Connectivity considerations 

and “Best Practices”

Is your project a corridor 

plan?

Yes
No



Avoid tall median barriers 

(Texas barriers) and avoid 

Jersey-style barriers. If 

needed, cable barriers or 

scuppered barriers are 

more wildlife-friendly

Visit existing bridges and 

culverts, in project area, to 

see if they can be 

enhanced to provide better 

passage. Implement 

improvements as identified.

Evaluate roadside fencing. 

Construct barrier fencing 

to move animals to 

existing structures 

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Apply stream simulation 

widths, or wider, for new 

culverts or bridges to 

provide terrestrial wildlife 

passage

Low Cost Habitat Connectivity Considerations

AAADT is greater than 2,000

Is AADT less than 2,000?



Habitat Connectivity Best Practices Flow Chart

Use AADT highway 

characterization data layer 

to determine average traffic 

volumes for your project 

area

Yes

Low Traffic volume solutions:

Consider opportunities to 

incorporate wildlife-friendly 

roadside and median 

treatments to encourage 

safe crossings at grade

Provide wide open clear 

zones so drivers can see 

animals approaching 

roadside

Yes

No

No

High traffic volume solutions:

Discourage crossing attempts

Construct barrier fence; funnel 

animals to bridges and culverts

Enhance existing culverts & bridges

Explore partnerships

Oversize culverts & bridges

Contact Kelly re: possible I-4 project

Moderate traffic volume solutions:

At-grade crossings not recommended

Avoid Texas & Jersey barriers

Maintain high visibility on roadsides, 

open clear zones

Enhance culverts/bridges

Explore partnerships

Yes

Partnerships or I-4 funding are likely to be needed to fund new overpass or 

underpass structures and may be needed to pay for adequate fencing, wildlife 

guards, jumpouts, and other Best Practices infrastructure

Is AADT less than 

1,000?

Is AADT more than 

1,000 but less than 

8,000?

Is AADT greater than 

8,000?



Determining where to apply Best Practices

Conduct field visits to the 

areas identified in the last step 

and rank bridges and culverts 

to determine existing safe 

passage opportunities. 

Create maps with 

overlays of Focal 

species networks and 

Carcass removals

Create maps with 

streams, wetlands, water 

bodies, land ownership, 

and topography

Assess right-of-way fencing, 

topography, locations of game 

trails, road kill, tracks and other 

wildlife sign, tracks under bridges 

and through culverts 


