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Monthly Delivery Progress Report Watch List 
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This report focuses on Capital Highway Program projects which have, or may have significant 
changes in scope, schedule, or budget. These projects are reported monthly by CPDM to identify 
when and how these delivery issues are resolved.   

The Monthly Delivery Progress Report Watch List replaces the quarterly delivery progress report 
previously known as The Gray Notebook Watch List. A monthly report allows for timely 
reporting and improves transparency on delivery progress. 

This report sorts projects into three categories: new projects being reported on, changes from last 
month, and projects previously reported that have no changes and are not yet resolved.   

o New projects in June 2013. These projects have been added to the watch list due to 
potential changes or issues in scope, schedule, or budget. This category also includes 
projects with changes that occurred and were resolved within the current month.   

o Changes from Last Month. Changes discussed in this section were on the previous 
month’s watch list and have other issues that have happened; or they may have been 
resolved.  This section also includes projects where the issues were resolved and the 
project was removed from this list.   

o No Changes from Last Month. These projects were on the previous month’s watch list 
and are being followed while an issue is in the process of being resolved. 

For additional information on scope, schedule, and budget for all projects, please visit WSDOT's 
project pages. This is the link that leads to the websites of individual projects: 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/search/ 

To search for a particular project, please enter the state route, county, or project title.    

Summary   
Delivery Progress Report Summary Table as of June 30, 2013, with issues based on a monthly 
update.   

New in June 2013 
Project Phase/Issue  

I-5/Spokane Street Interchange Vicinity - Special 
Bridge Repair (King) 

Construction: timing problems    

I-5/Mellen Street to Blakeslee Junction - Add 
Lanes, I/C Improvements (Lewis)  

Construction: timing problems      

SR 9/212th St SE to 176th St SE, Stage 3 - Add 
lanes (Snohomish)  

Construction: weather             

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/search/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/search/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/search/
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SR 202/Little Bear Creek - Fish Barrier Removal    
(King) 

Design: design element changes, schedule 
delay 

SR 520/I-5 to Medina - Evergreen Point Floating 
Bridge and Landings (King) 

Construction: timing problems     

SR 529/SB Snohomish River Bridge – Special 
Bridge Repair (Snohomish)  

Construction: materials procurement    

 

 

Changes from May 2013 
Project  Phase/Issue  

I-5/Skagit River Bridge – Emergency Repair ) 
(Skagit) 

Construction: cost increase; design element 
change      

SR 6/Rock Creek Br E – Replace Bridge (Lewis) 
(Related project: SR 6/Rock Creek Br W – Replace 
Bridge (Lewis)   

Design: environmental permitting issues; 
Right of way: design changes 

SR 520 Pontoon Construction Project (Grays 
Harbor) 

Construction: materials problems    

U.S. 2/Wenatchee River Bridges – Replace Bridge 
(Chelan) (Related: Chiwaukum Creek – Replace 
Bridge 

Construction: cost increase, schedule delay        

I-5/Portland Ave to Port of Tacoma Rd - 
Southbound HOV (Pierce)     

Design: coordination         

SR 161/24th Street East to Jovita – Add Lanes 
(Pierce)   

Construction: utilities      

 

 

No Changes from May 2013 
Project  Phase/Issue  
SR 3/Belfair Area – Widening and Safety 
Improvements (Mason) 

Design: design element changes      

I-5/Portland Ave to Port of Tacoma Rd – NB HOV 
(Pierce) 

Design: tribal concerns         

SR 520/Medina to SR 202 Vicinity – Eastside 
Transit and HOV (King) 

Construction: site problems   

SR 532/Davis Slough Bridge Replacement – 
Widening for Flood Prevention (Island, 
Snohomish) 

Design: environmental permitting   
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Project Detail  
Below is the detail behind the above summary. 
 
New in June 2013 
 
I-5/Spokane Street Interchange Vicinity - Special Bridge Repair (King)  

 

Issue: The schedule risk was realized and accepted. The project now will be delivered in two stages, 
which will delay the operationally complete date by nine months from October 2013 to July 2014. The 
second stage and schedule adjustment will more efficiently manage the I-5 traffic and weekend closure 
impacts which are due to the large number of construction projects being delivered during the 2013 
construction season. 
 

This project, budgeted for $4.6 million, will repair concrete on the bridge deck on one bridge 
(5/537S), and replace 31 expansion joints on six bridges on I-5 in the Spokane Street Interchange 
in Seattle. The new expansion joints will be water tight to prevent corrosion damage from liquid 
deicer running into the joint. Repairs will also prevent liquids that contain corrosive deicing 
chemicals from reaching concrete columns and the rebar inside. The joints will link together 
concrete bridge slabs in a way that allows the bridge to bend and flex with heavy traffic and the 
annual freeze/thaw cycle.   

This project is in the construction phase; the schedule risk has been realized and accepted. The 
project was divided into two stages to more efficiently manage I-5 traffic and weekend closure 
impacts which are due to the large number of construction projects being delivered during the 
2013 construction season. As a result, the operationally complete date was delayed nine months 
from October 2013 to July 2013.    

 

I-5/Mellen Street to Blakeslee Junction - Add Lanes, I/C Improvements (Lewis)  
     

 

Issue: The schedule risk was realized and accepted. The operationally complete date is being delayed one 
year to December 2015 due to schedule adjustments necessary for complex traffic revisions, bridge 
demolitions, and repairs and painting of the Skookumchuck River Bridges. 
 

The total project, budgeted for $115.4 million, will construct collector-distributor lanes between 
the existing Mellen Street and Harrison Avenue interchanges, and widen I-5 from two lanes to 
three lanes in each direction north of Harrison Avenue. The project also builds a new 
overcrossing south of Mellen Street, improves the Harrison Avenue interchange, repairs and 
paints the existing Skookumchuck River bridges, and raises the height of the bridge portals to 
increase vertical clearance. The project will reduce congestion and the risk of collisions, and 
increase traffic flow.  
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Stage 2 of the project is in the construction phase; the schedule risk has been realized and 
accepted. The operationally complete date of the total project is being delayed one year from 
December 2014 to December 2015 due to a WSDOT review which found schedule adjustments 
would be necessary for complex traffic revisions, demolition of bridges on I-5 at Blakeslee 
Junction, and the structural repair and painting of the Skookumchuck River Bridges.    

Construction is expected to begin in August 2013. 

 

SR 9/212th St SE to 176th St SE, Stage 3 - Add lanes (Snohomish)     
           

 

Issue: The schedule risk was realized and accepted. The operationally complete date was delayed two 
months to October 2013 due to weather delays and slower than anticipated progress on paving and 
drainage work in spring 2013. 
 

This project, budgeted for $58.7 million, will widen more than two miles of SR 9 from two lanes 
to a four-lane divided highway, from SR 524 north of Bothell to 176th St SE in the community 
of Clearview. The work will also provide additional turn lanes at the 180th St SE intersection, 
and add a raised median along most of this section of SR 9 to separate oncoming traffic and 
eliminate left turns. Sidewalks will also be constructed in selected locations on both sides of SR 
9. These improvements will reduce congestion, the risk of collisions, and provide for pedestrian 
access.  

The project is in the construction phase; the schedule risk has been realized and accepted. The 
operationally complete date was delayed by two months from August 30, 2013 to October 30, 
2013 due to weather delays and slower progress than anticipated on paving and drainage work in 
spring 2013. 

 
SR 202/Little Bear Creek - Fish Barrier Removal  (King) 
 

 

Issue: The schedule risk was realized and accepted. The advertisement and operationally complete dates 
have been delayed due to design revisions, waiting for approvals from WDFW, and the necessity that 
work occur within an in-water work window. 
 

This project, budgeted for $5.9 million, will remove a narrow culvert and replace it with a 
wider structure to accommodate Little Bear Creek and allow fish passage. This widening of the 
replacement structure will reduce the high velocity of the flowing water and improve the fish 
habitat.   

The project is in the design phase; the schedule risk has been realized. The advertisement date 
has been delayed nine months from January 2014 to October 2014 due to design revisions and 
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obtaining agreement from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) on the size 
of structure to be constructed.      

The operationally complete date has been delayed by 14 months, from August 2014 to October 
2015 due to the delay to the advertisement date and the requirement that construction take place 
within an in-water work window.  
 

SR 520/I-5 to Medina - Evergreen Point Floating Bridge and Landings (King)      

 

Issue: The budget and schedule on this project is at risk due to a potential delay on the pontoon repairs 
for the SR 520 Pontoon Construction Project.    
 

This design-build project, budgeted for $1.1 billion contract, replaces the SR 520 Floating 
Bridge and Landings with a new pontoon bridge that meets current seismic and windstorm 
standards. The new floating bridge features a total of six lanes with four general-purpose and two 
HOV lanes, plus a bicycle-pedestrian path that will connect to local and regional trails.   

The Pontoon Construction Project in Aberdeen, WA may experience a delay in schedule due to 
the cracking issues that have been realized on earlier cycles of pontoons. The contractor on the 
floating bridge is required to make the repairs on the pontoons. To reduce the risk of delay, 
WSDOT and the contractors of both design-build teams are currently in negotiations to 
determine the schedule and budget effects between pontoon production and floating bridge 
construction.  
 

SR 529/SB Snohomish River Bridge – Special Bridge Repair (Snohomish)    
 

 

Issue:  The schedule risk was realized and accepted. After advertisement in April 2012, the start of 
construction was delayed to allow time for approvals of materials and work procedures. As a result, the 
operationally complete date was delayed.   
 

This project, budgeted for $3.3 million, will rehabilitate the bridge machinery on the SR 529 
southbound bridge over the Snohomish River. Both northbound and southbound bridges connect 
the cities of Everett and Marysville and are over 50 years old, thereby eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. Fatigue cracks in the machinery designed to lift the southbound 
bridge need repair. Rehabilitation work will be done on the southbound bridge’s counterweight 
ropes, electrical components of the movable lift span bridge and towers, erosion control, and 
traffic control. Replacing the old moveable parts will sustain bridge functions and preserve the 
bridge. 

The project is in the construction phase; the schedule risk to the operationally complete date has 
been realized and accepted. After the project was advertised in April 2012, the start of 
construction was delayed by 16 months, from May 2012 to September 2013, to allow more time 
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to approve the submittals of materials and work procedures. As a result, the construction delivery 
schedule was updated delaying the operationally complete date by five months from May 2013 
to October 2013.    

 

Changes from May 2013 
 

 

Changes from Last Month: The budget is at risk. The project will now be delivered in three contracts, 
budgeted for an estimated total of $19.1 million. The Temporary Bridge Repair contract has increased to 
$6.3 million. The Permanent Bridge Replacement contract was awarded to Max J. Kuney Construction 
Company of Spokane and budgeted for $8.5 million. The third contract, for Bridge Element Repair work, 
is expected to be advertised in July and is estimated to be $4.3 million. This contract will perform frame 
and height adjustments on the remaining trusses, and replace damaged rivets identified during 
inspection.   
 
Previously reported: The emergency contract estimated budget for the Temporary Bridge Repair work 
was $5.1 million. This work was awarded to Guy F. Atkinson Construction in May 2013. The Permanent 
Bridge Replacement work will be performed using a design/build delivery method and is expected to be 
advertised and awarded in June.  
 
The Skagit River Bridge on I-5 was seriously damaged on May 23, 2013 due to an overweight 
truck striking the northernmost truss span of three trusses on the southbound bridge. Bridge 
support for both northbound and southbound bridges was compromised and 160 feet of bridge 
deck and truss collapsed into the Skagit River. Governor Inslee signed a Proclamation of 
Emergency 13-04 on May 24, 2013 to authorize WSDOT to respond promptly to the emergency. 
The Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) provided the emergency funding to replace the 
damaged bridge span. 

The budget is at risk. This project will now be completed under three separate construction 
contracts for an estimated current budget of $19.1 million.  

The first contract, the Temporary/Emergency Repair project, will provide traffic control, detour 
routes, underwater inspections of bridge foundations, removal of damaged bridge spans from the 
river, and placement of temporary northbound and southbound bridges to restore limited capacity 
for traffic on I-5. This work was advertised on May 24, 2013. Construction began on May 28, 
2013 by contractor Guy F. Atkinson Construction, and was budgeted for $5.1 million. The 
current estimated budget is $6.3 million. The increase of $1.2 million is due to estimated 
expenses incurred by state and local agencies for traffic coordination, site assessment, additional 
train services, additional WSP staffing and speed patrols. The installation of the two temporary 
bridge spans was completed and I-5 was reopened to traffic on June 19, 2013.   

The second contract, the Permanent Bridge Replacement project, will follow a design/build 
delivery. The work will include removal of the temporary bridges, and installation of the new 
permanent replacement bridges. This contract was awarded on June 19, 2013 to Max J. Kuney 

I-5/Skagit River Bridge – Emergency Repair (Skagit) 
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Construction Company of Spokane and budgeted for $8.5 million. The project is anticipated to 
be operationally complete by September 30, 2013. 

The third contract, Bridge Elements Repair, will perform frame and height adjustments on the 
remaining existing trusses, as well as removal, strengthening, and replacement of damaged rivets 
identified during inspection. The preliminary engineering began on July 1, 2013, to meet a July 
22, 2013 advertisement date. The current estimated budget is $4.3 million and is anticipated to be 
operationally complete on November 14, 2013. 

 

 
Changes from Last Month:  The budget and schedule are at risk. The advertisement date has been further 
delayed to December 2013. Due to permitting coordination and requirements, the project’s cost has 
increased by $1.8 million, to a total of $17.5 million.   
 
Previously reported: The schedule risks have been realized. The advertisement date has been delayed to 
August 2013 due to permitting negotiations with several agencies. The operationally complete date was 
delayed one year to September 2015 due to a number of issues, including slope stability, stormwater and 
wetland redesigns. In-water work will be constructed in the second season, rather than the first season as 
planned. 
 

These projects, budgeted for $15.7 million, will replace the SR 6 Rock Creek East and West 
Bridges located west of Pe Ell, that were built in 1924. The wider replacements will be 
constructed to current flood and structural standards, including seismic. New roadway alignment 
will straighten the road and remove a sharp right turn that has existed on this road since the 
bridge was built in 1924. When completed, the new bridges will improve safety and allow traffic 
to move smoothly across the bridges without delays. 

This project is in the design phase; budget and schedule risks have been realized but not 
resolved. The cost of the project has increased by $1.8 million, from $15.7 million to $17.5 
million due to permitting and right of way acquisition delays to the schedule. The schedule 
delays contributed to the need for further construction funding for wall, bridge, and other work 
items. More details below. 

In May 2013, the advertisement date was reported as delayed from April 2013 to August 2013; it 
is now further delayed to December 2013. Schedule delays on this project are due to addressing 
several environmental permitting issues with the regulatory Multi-Agency Permitting (MAP)* 
team participants, and right of way plan revisions, and acquisition. Some of the permitting delays 
include waiting on approvals for a wetland mitigation site (Corps), and post-construction Rock 
Creek habitat configuration (WDFW). Additional delays occurred when WDFW expressed 
concern over stream bank scour and asked the WSDOT team to perform extensive modeling, 
analysis, and plans for integrating the riprap associated with the project and the riprap currently 
in the stream channel. This effort concluded in June 2013, with WDFW issuing the Hydraulic 
Project Approval permit.     

SR 6/Rock Creek Br E – Replace Bridge (Lewis)  (Related project: SR 6/Rock Creek Br W – 
Replace Bridge (Lewis)  
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Right of way plan approval was delayed over six months due to plan revisions created by a 
change in geotechnical determination. Delays in the plan approval in turn delayed real estate 
appraisals and acquisitions. 

The December 2013 advertisement date is not anticipated to impact the September 2015 
operationally complete date. 
 *Participants in MAP are: Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Washington State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology), Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), United States 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), and King County Department of Development and Environmental Services (KC 
DDES). 

 

 
Changes from Last Month:  The schedule and budget are at risk. Repairs to the cracks in the pontoons 
may cause a delay to the operationally complete date. As a result, the schedule of the Evergreen Point 
Floating Bridge and Landings Project may be delayed, and the total cost of the project may increase. 
 
Previously reported:  More pontoons bound for Lake Washington left Aberdeen, WA at the end of April. 
 

This design-build project, budgeted for $543 million to build a 55-acre casting facility in 
Aberdeen to construct 21 longitudinal pontoons (360 feet long by 75 feet wide), two cross 
pontoons (240 feet long by 75 feet wide), and ten supplemental stability pontoons (98 feet long 
by 60 feet wide), for the new SR 520 floating bridge.  During the course of bridge construction, 
44 supplemental stability pontoons (for additional buoyancy and stability) are being built in 
Tacoma and will be joined with 33 larger longitudinal and cross pontoons built in Aberdeen, for 
a total of 77 pontoons needed to construct the world’s longest floating bridge.  

The project is in the third of six pontoon construction cycles; the interim schedule milestones are 
at risk. As reported in May 2013, repairs are being made to the spalling and cracking that 
appeared on four of the first cycle pontoons that floated out on July 30, 2012, to Lake 
Washington. The independent expert panel convened to evaluate the probable causes of spalling 
and cracking also reviewed design, materials, construction methods, and the overall integrity of 
the pontoons. 

Based on the expert panel’s findings, WSDOT is adding transverse post-tensioning across the 
pontoons, in addition to the length-wise post-tensioning already in place. There has been limited 
cracking of concern in the second cycle of construction to date, and the overall amount of 
cracking is lower than the first cycle at the same stage.   

As reported in the Gray Notebook 49 (page 66), Secretary of Transportation Lynn Peterson 
appointed a private-sector consultant to assess WSDOT’s contract decision-making, dispute 
resolution, and cost controls on three design-build projects, including the SR 520 project.  

Delays in fixing the four pontoons where spalling and cracking occurred may delay a related 
project: the SR 520/I-5 to Medina - Evergreen Point Floating Bridge and Landings project. The 
design-builder on the Evergreen Point Floating Bridge project is Kiewit/General/Manson, A 

SR 520 Pontoon Construction Project (Grays Harbor) 
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Joint Venture (KGM). KGM is also responsible for completing the repairs to the Cycle 1 
pontoons that were produced by this pontoon project.  

Kiewit-General (KG) is the design-builder for the Pontoon Construction Project, and is a 
separate construction consortium from KGM. A change order in the amount of $9.9 million was 
executed between Kiewit-General and KGM for the extra effort and additional time necessary to 
complete the work required for the first cycle of pontoons. Negotiations for design changes and 
schedule effects continue. Negotiations for design changes and schedule effects continue. 

To reduce the risk of delay, WSDOT is currently in negotiations with both design-build teams to 
determine the schedule effects between pontoon production and floating bridge construction.  

The second cycle of pontoons floated out of the Aberdeen casting basin April 28-29.  

   

U.S. 2/Wenatchee River Bridges – Replace Bridge (Chelan) (Related: Chiwaukum Creek – 
Replace Bridge) 
     
 

Changes from Last Month: The cost increase was resolved and the schedule risk was realized and 
accepted.  There is a technical correction to the cost increase and schedule delay. Issues were resolved 
and the project is being removed from this list. 
 
Previously reported:  The cost and schedule are at risk. The construction cost increased by $1.9 million 
and the operationally complete date was delayed to January 2014. The cost increase and schedule delay 
were due to encountering large underground boulders within the river and the additional number of days 
required to do the extra removal work. 
 

These projects, budgeted for $14.4 million and known as the U.S. 2 – Tumwater Canyon Bridge 
Replacements, will replace three narrow bridges over the Wenatchee River and Drury and 
Chiwaukum Creeks with new, wider bridges designed to meet current standards. The added 
width is designed to reduce risks for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. These projects also 
construct new turn lanes to the Tumwater Campground and add fish passage enhancements in the 
creek beds.  

The projects are in the construction phase. The budget risk was resolved and the schedule risk 
was realized and accepted. The combined projects’ total cost is now approximately $14.4 
million, an increase of approximately $1.7 million (not $1.9 million as was incorrectly reported 
in May 2013). This increase was due to additional work required to remove shaft obstructions, 
excavate roadways, and blast unforeseen large boulders encountered during drilling within the 
river. This increase was included in the approved 2013 Transportation Budget.  

As a result, the operationally complete date was delayed from December 2012 (not January, as 
incorrectly reported in May 2013) to September 2013. The projects are being removed from the 
Delivery Progress Report.    
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I-5/Portland Ave to Port of Tacoma Rd - Southbound HOV (Pierce)            
          

 

Current Monthly Status:  No change. Issue was resolved and the project is being removed from this list.   
 
Previously reported: The risk to the schedule was realized and accepted. The advertisement date has been 
delayed one year to March 2016. The operationally complete date has been delayed a 15 months to 
March 2019. The schedule has been delayed by the bid opening cancellation on the I-5 Portland Ave to 
Port of Tacoma Rd - NB HOV project. The bid opening cancellation is due to time needed to negotiate 
with the Puyallup Tribe of Indians on the northbound project’s impacts. 
 

This section of the I-5 corridor is experiencing congestion during peak hours and is part of the 
Pierce County Core HOV program which will build a network of High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) lanes between the Pierce County line and Tacoma. This is WSDOT’s highest HOV 
priority. A series of highway projects will provide operational improvements and HOV lanes on 
I-5, and SR 16.   

This project, budgeted for $274.2 million (incorrectly reported as $221.7 million in May 2013), 
demolishes and replaces the existing southbound bridge over the Puyallup River, rehabilitates 
concrete pavement, and builds and paves a southbound HOV lane from Portland Ave to Port of 
Tacoma Road interchange. HOV lanes will help ensure that transit, vanpools, and carpools move 
efficiently through the Tacoma corridor, especially when traffic is congested in the adjacent 
general-purpose lanes.  

Other improvements include realigning and rebuilding exit ramps, upgrading the signing, 
illumination, stormwater, and water quality treatment facilities. When complete, the project will 
reduce congestion and enhance motorist safety.        

This project is in design; the schedule risk has been realized and accepted. The advertisement 
date was delayed one year from March 2015 to March 2016 due to the bid opening cancellation 
on the northbound HOV project. The bid opening cancellation was to allow time for ongoing 
negotiations with the Puyallup Tribe of Indians on mitigating project impacts and acquiring 
easements.   

The bid opening cancellation on the northbound project has delayed the operationally complete 
date on the southbound project, from January 2018 to March 2019.   

 

SR 161/24th Street East to Jovita – Add Lanes (Pierce)   
                  
 

Changes from Last Month: The budget risk and schedule risk were realized. Issues were resolved and the 
project is being removed from this list.    
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Previously reported: The approximately $2.7 million cost increase and the operationally complete delay 
of 15 months to September 2013 were included in the approved 2013 transportation budget. The delay 
was due to underground relocation work that is progressing slower than planned.  
 

This project, budgeted for $42.8 million (including $264,000 of local agency funds), widens a 
1.2-mile section of SR 161 from three to five lanes through the city of Edgewood. Construction 
includes new sidewalks and road approaches, illumination, retaining walls, stormwater drainage 
facilities, and major utility relocations. When complete, the project is expected to ease 
congestion and improve safety along the SR 161 corridor within Edgewood.  

The project is in the construction phase; the schedule and budget risks were realized and 
resolved. As reported in May 2013, the slow progress on utility relocation and trench 
construction due to underground utility conflicts delayed the project. The delay increased the 
total project cost by approximately $2.7 million, from $40 million to approximately $42.8 
million. 

The operationally complete date was delayed 15 months from June 2012 to September 2013. 
Both the increased cost and the delay were included in the approved 2013 Transportation 
Budget.  The project is being removed from the Delivery Progress Report.     

 

No Changes from May 2013 
SR 3/Belfair Area – Widening and Safety Improvements (Mason)   
       
 

Status: No change. 
 
Previously reported: The advertisement date has been delayed to November 2013, and the operationally 
complete date has been delayed one year to June 2015. The delays are due to acquisition for the right of 
way.     
 

This project, budgeted for $18.1 million, will extend the center turn lane from the intersection of 
Romance Hill Road to the intersection of SR 3 and SR 106. It will provide pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, re-align a roadway curve, and complete various environmental mitigations. The 
environmental work will include storm sewer improvements, stormwater mitigation 
requirements, retaining walls, fish passage, stream realignments, and culverts. The new 
configuration will address traffic congestion in the business area, and safety for bicyclists and 
pedestrians. 

The project is in the design phase. As reported in May 2013, the advertisement date has been 
delayed a total of nine months from February 2013 to November 12, 2013. The delay is to allow 
time for property owners to review right of way offers or complete relocation activities. The 
remaining parcel acquisitions require complex negotiations.  
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As reported in May 2013, WSDOT also delayed the operationally complete date by thirteen 
months from May 25, 2014 to June 26, 2015 to accommodate the changes. 

 

I-5/Portland Ave to Port of Tacoma Rd – NB HOV (Pierce)     
             
 

Status: No change.      
 
Previously reported: The risk to the schedule was realized but not resolved. The bid opening has been 
cancelled on this project. Bid opening cancellation was needed to allow more time to negotiate with the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians about project impacts. The project is expected to be readvertised in September 
2013. This delay is further delaying the operationally complete by one year to November 2016. 
 

This section of the I-5 corridor is experiencing congestion during peak hours and is part of the 
Pierce County Core HOV program which will build a network of High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) lanes between the Pierce County line and Tacoma. This is WSDOT’s highest HOV 
priority. A series of highway projects will provide operational improvements and HOV lanes on 
I-5, and SR 16.   
This project, budgeted for $305.8 million, will widen I-5 from Portland Avenue to the Port of 
Tacoma Road to provide one northbound HOV lane and four general-purpose lanes. As part of 
this project, WSDOT will also construct a new northbound I-5 bridge across the Puyallup River.  

The new bridge will be straighter and wider than the existing bridge. Additionally, the project 
reconstructs the I-5/SR 167 interchange, improves the Portland Avenue interchange, and repaves 
all the lanes with concrete on I-5 within the project limits. When complete, the project will 
reduce congestion and enhance motorist safety.        

This project is in the design phase; the schedule risk has been realized. The project was removed 
from advertisement and the bid opening canceled due to delays in ongoing negotiations with the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians on mitigating project impacts, acquiring easements, and for the in-
water work window. The project is expected to be re-advertised in September 2013; the delay is 
to allow time to negotiate with the Puyallup Tribe of Indians and to update contract plans, and 
will require a significant effort to update, review, and approve the new contract plans and special 
provisions.    

As reported in May 2013, the operationally complete date was delayed to November 2016. The 
delay is anticipated to accommodate the new schedule that will arise from the new contract 
plans.    
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SR 520/Medina to SR 202 Vicinity – Eastside Transit and HOV (King) 
    
 
Status:  No change. 
 
Previously reported:  Geotechnical issues are now anticipated to be solved in fall 2013. Weather 
conditions have prevented critical weekend closures and caused construction delays. The project has 
budget and schedule risks. 
 

This design-build project, budgeted for a $481 million contract, will feature a six-lane SR 520 
corridor between Medina and Redmond. The project will build an HOV/transit lane, wider 
shoulders, and environmental improvements including nine fish-passable stream crossings and 
associated habitat improvements. It will also add community enhancements like highway lids 
over the freeway (see Gray Notebook 46, pp. 57-58) that feature bicycle and pedestrian paths, a 
regional trail extension, and construct two new median transit stops along with other transit 
improvements. When completed, the project will reduce the potential for serious collisions along 
the SR 520 corridor, and improve mobility for transit, pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers, as well 
as improve fish habitat. 

The project has completed design, and construction is on schedule to be completed by the end of 
2013. As reported in May 2013, WSDOT and the design-builder, Eastside Corridor Constructors, 
continue their discussions on budget and schedule risks that developed after the contract was 
awarded. Potential schedule and budget effects will be determined after further consultation with 
the contractor. WSDOT continues to work with the contractor to resolve geotechnical issue 
regarding soil stability under several wall sections. Negotiations are complete on the Fairweather 
Basin permit modifications and the additional noise walls. WSDOT is monitoring the project and 
expects the geotechnical issue to be resolved by fall 2013. 

 

SR 532/Davis Slough Bridge Replacement – Widening for Flood Prevention (Island, 
Snohomish) 
       
 

Status: No change. 
 
Previously reported: The schedule risk has been realized but remains at risk to meet the advertisement 
date. The advertisement date has been delayed four months to August 2013 due to time needed to 
determine type of wetlands before submitting permitting. As a result, the project’s operationally complete 
date has been delayed one year to October 2015. 
 

This project, budgeted for $29.3 million, replaces the 60-year-old bridge over Davis Slough with 
a wider and higher bridge, and raises and widens approximately ¾ of a mile of roadway on SR 
532, between Smith and Eide Roads. The new bridge will provide one lane in each direction, and 
14-foot shoulders to better accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians, as well as allow space for 
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vehicle breakdowns. This highway is the only route on and off Camano Island. The new bridge 
and roadway upgrades will potentially increase safety and protect the roadway from floods, 
winter storms, collisions, and seismic events.  

This project is in the design phase; the schedule remains at risk. As reported in May 2013, 
advertisement has been delayed four months from April 2013 to August 2013, due to difficulty in 
classifying the wetland for the appropriate permit, which delayed completing and submitting the 
permits. All environmental permitting has now been submitted.  

The schedule delivery changes have delayed the operationally complete date by one year from 
November 2014 to October 2015.   
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