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US 195 corridor, a National Highway System four-lane divided highway, is vital to the nation’s economy, defense, 
and mobility.  This highway is the regional transportation link for people, goods, and services between the Lewiston, 
Pullman, Colfax, and Spokane communities.  In the 1960’s, while the adjacent land use was primarily undeveloped and 
rural, the US 195 corridor from Interstate 90 south to Spangle was expanded to its current width.

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), recognizing the need for US 195 corridor 
improvements, developed a corridor plan for improvements from the vicinity of Hatch Road to Interstate 90.  In 2002, 
a Design and Access hearing was held, leading to the approval of Limited Access Plans. The access plans can be 
downloaded from the WSDOT US 195 webpage, www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/us195/hatchroadtoi90/.

Continuous residential and commercial growth is anticipated along the US195 corridor.  The increased traffic volumes 
associated with such development will continue to impact traffic congestion, cause safety concerns.  

The lack of an existing north/south city street network that connects the growing Grandview/Thorpe and Latah Valley 
residential areas to downtown Spokane has significantly increased local traffic dependency on US 195 for neighborhood 
access. The increased use of US 195 for local neighborhood access has increased congestion and collision potential 
throughout the corridor. As identified in the US 195 Hatch Road Vicinity to Interstate 90 corridor plan, connectivity 
between the neighborhoods and downtown would be improved with a city arterial parallel to US 195 and interchanges 
at three major intersections.  Construction of these proposed improvements will occur as funding becomes available.  As 
prioritized, the first major project would provide a partial interchange at the US 195/Cheney –Spokane Road intersection 
with limited access to and from US 195 north and south via ramps.

To date, construction funding is not available for the planned improvements in this corridor.  In the interim, the 
WSDOT’s goal is to finalize the corridor design in preparation for future funded right of way acquisition and 
construction projects.

US 195 Corridor Overview
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Original US 195 shield & sign
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Below- overview of the entire project from Hatch Road to Interstate 90

Below - 	 roadway sections of new city arterial, 
	 and the Fish Lake Trail

Above - 	 Today’s Cheney Spokane Road Intersection 
Below - 	 Proposed Cheney Spokane Road Interchange

Collector to Arterial

Cheney-Spokane Road is a major rural county 
collector terminating at both the northeast end of 
Cheney and within Spokane’s urban limits, serving as 
a minor city arterial connecting to US 195.

Cheney-Spokane Road provides an alternative 12 
mile route between Cheney and Spokane via US 195 
and also allows access to both Fish Lake and the Fish 
Lake Trail.  

New City Arterial

The new city arterial will be a continuation of 
Lindeke Street extending along an abandoned 
railroad grade commonly known as the Fish Lake 
Trail. 

The roadway will be designed for shared use on the 
trail portion, including bike and pedestrian traffic.
The new street will drop down the hilllside 
terminating at and connecting to Cheney-Spokane 
Road. 

Cheney-Spokane Road Intersection
Temporary South Bound Right Turn Improvement 

A grassroots public effort resulted in the Legislature providing $250,000 to improve this 
intersection through construction of a separated right turn movement for south bound 
traffic. Construction has begun and this improvement should be open to traffic in late 
2009.

Left  - Cheney-Spokane Interchange’s three phases

Cheney-Spokane Road
Partial Interchange  / Phases 1, 2 & 3 

WSDOT, in coordination with the City of Spokane, has decided to focus on the US 195 
Cheney-Spokane Road intersection as the first phase of work in the corridor. The current 
effort is to build a partial interchange consisting of northbound on and off ramps and 
bridging over US 195, connecting to Cheney-Spokane Road.

In the diagram to the left, the first permanent phase (red) 
constructs two structures, one over the existing highway 
and the other over the continuation of Lindeke Street as 
an arterial connecting to Cheney-Spokane Road.  The 
northbound US 195 lanes will 
access Cheney-Spokane Road via ramps.  

The next phase (green) will complete the interchange by 
building the southbound ramps.  In addition, a partial new 
city arterial would be built to complete access to Cheney-
Spokane Road.  A bridge or tunnel will be constructed 
under the active railroad line.  

The final phase (blue) completes the new city arterial to 
Lindeke Street while lowering the Thorpe Road and the 
Fish Lake Trail tunnel to grade.

At this time the design process and Right of Way 
acquisitions are partially funded, however the project’s 
three construction phases are currently unfunded.

Below  -Cheney-Spokane Road Intersection’s temporary right turn lane shown in orange


