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NATIONAL HYBRID, ELECTRIC, AND PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLE SALES

January was not the best month for hybrid, electric, and plug-in hybrid sales,
Hybrid Cars (Cobb, February 4, 2015) says. But then, January was not the best month for
all car sales. This is primarily a seasonal retail cycle issue and had little to do with the
overall economy or gas prices. People just don’t buy a lot of cars in January.

With that, hybrids sold 25,312 in January, the lowest level since October 2011.
Some of this was due to relatively low gas prices, however, the three Prii sold more
copies than in the previous January, with 46.8% of the hybrid market. Toyota, as usual,
led the hybrid sector with 69.6% of all hybrids sold. Altogether, hybrids took 2.2% of the
market.

Plug-in hybrids did not do well in January, with only 2,113 sold. That accounted
for just 0.18% of the total car market. The Chevy Volt led the sector with 542 cars or
25.7% of all plug-ins sold. Ford’s Fusion Energi came in second with 426 cars sold and
Toyota’s Prius Plug-in sold 401 cars.

All-electric cars did better than plug-ins, selling 3,977 cars and taking a whole 1/3
of a percent of all cars sold. The Tesla led the pack with 1,300 cars sold, or a third of the
January electric car fleet. The Leaf was second with 1,070 and BMW?’s i3 rounded out
the top three with 670 sold.

Combining the three sectors, hybrids, electrics, and plug-in hybrids accounted for
2.74% of all cars sold in January.
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HYBRIDS

Most of the taxis serving Lindbergh Field, also known as San Diego International
Airport, are hybrids, San Diego’s Fox 5 (January 28, 2015) featured. The San Diego
County Board of Supervisors wants all of them to switch to hybrid. To do that, the
Supervisors have authorized the Air Pollution Control District to provide grants of $3,500
to $4,000 to help replace old internal combustion engine taxis. Taxi owners would also
get a break on airport fees.

Way back in 2011, the U. S. Congress passed and the President signed a law that
required car manufacturers to put noisemakers on hybrid and electric cars to warn
pedestrians and the sight-impaired of oncoming quiet vehicles. The law required the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to set rules to implement the
law. Green Car Reports (Edelstein, February 2, 2015) reports that NHTSA will delay
implementation of rules until 2018. Some electric car makers have installed noisemakers
without rules. The Nissan Leaf, Chevy Volt, and Spark EV all have some sort of
automatic or optional noise. One wag on the innerwebs suggested that drivers can use
their car stereo in lieu of an official NHTSA-approved noise.

Connecticut’s new bus rapid transit system, CTfastrak, will use hybrid buses
when it opens in March, Market Watch (Allison Transmission Holdings, Inc., February 3,
2015) observed. CTfastrak acquired a fleet of 48 hybrid diesel-electric Gillig and New
Flyer buses equipped with Allison hybrid systems. The buses also have Global
Positioning System equipment that enables riders to track their rides.

Even though the initial price tags for their hybrids were higher than conventional
vehicles, the Coloradoan (Kyle, February 4, 2015) says that Fort Collins saved money on
their purchase of hybrid vehicles. With 5% of the Fort Collins fleet either hybrid or
electric vehicles, Fort Collins says it will save $11,460 over its lifetime for the purchase
of a Ford Fusion hybrid and a Nissan Leaf should save $21,600. The city should save
$16,000 per year in fuel costs for the hydraulic hybrid trash trucks it owns.

The French Environment Ministry announced bonuses of up to €10,000 ($13,611,
US) for purchasers of hybrid, plug-in hybrid, and electric cars, The Local (February 5,
2015) let on. Electric car owners who live in one of France’s 23 most polluted areas will
get the full amount, but only if they prove that they scrapped a diesel vehicle that was 13
years old or older. Hybrid car owners are eligible for bonuses of €1,500 ($2,041.65) and
plug-in hybrid owners can get €2,500 ($, 3,402.75). Owners of the most polluting cars
have to pay fines that start at €150 ($204.16) and run to €3,700 ($4,036.07).

Many jurisdictions allow hybrid, plug-in hybrid, and electric cars into the HOV
lanes on highways. Even if your state allows it, you may not want to take the invitation,
The Huffington Post (Moody, February 10, 2015) posts. These cars are less efficient at
free-flowing highway speeds and most efficient at lower speeds and in stop-and-go
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traffic. The Leaf, according to Nissan, is more efficient cruising at 40 mph than 70. The
article does not mention that driving a single-passenger vehicle in the HOV lane also
irritates the car-poolers.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Is that the Chattanooga Choo Choo?* No, it is an electric tram. A company
called Loop Rides is offering rides in Downtown Chattanooga on six-passenger electric
vehicles through February, the Chattanooga Times Free Press (Malek, January 28, 2015)
pressed. Riders will have more than just a trifle to spare, because there is no fare.
Passengers can get on and off anywhere along the tram’s loop. No word if the service
will continue after February.

Utah’s Department of Environmental Quality has made over $700,000 in loans
and grants to public and private organizations through the Clean Fuels Grant and Loan
Program, the Deseret News (Allred, January 30, 2015) notes. The loans and grants have
been used to purchase electric, hybrid, and natural gas buildings as well as install
charging and natural gas fueling stations.

Minnesota power company Xcel Energy has asked state energy regulators to let
Xcel offer a discount to home owners who charge their electric cars at night, the Star
Tribune (Shaffer, January 30, 2015) shines. Owners could save 43% or about $9 per
month of their electric bill if they signed up for the off-peak service.

Washington State Department of Transportation released the \Washington State
Electric Vehicle Action Plan (Buell, December 2014) recently. The five year plan lays
out 13 actions Washington State can take to get to 50,000 plug-in vehicles by 2020.
Among the strategies outlined include extending and expanding the electric vehicle sales
tax exemption, a goal of 10% electric vehicles in public fleet procurement next year, tax
incentives for businesses to expand electric fleets, and more charging stations. The action
plan also has a wealth of statistics, facts, and figures about electric vehicles. For instance,
we learn that as of December 2014, Washington had 8,273 battery-powered electric
vehicles and 3,556 plug-in hybrid vehicles registered. Readers of the fine print of this
publication know we don’t endorse things, as a general rule, but since this is published by
our own employer, we make an exception. You can read the plan at the West Coast Green
Highway website as well as check out plans from other states and organizations.

Here is a word of advice to owners of electric cars: don’t pay for the oil and air
filter change. Your electric car does not use motor oil and you don’t have an air filter.
Apparently, Ecomento (Hanley, February 10, 2015) mentions, a Leaf owner in England
was charged the equivalent of $40 to change the oil and air filters. Some dealers are

! Mack Gordon (lyrics) and Harry Warren (music), “Chattanooga Choo Choo,” Twentieth Century Music
Corporation, 1941.
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charging owners $400 to check battery levels and rotate tires; even though the Leaf
owners’ manual says thee battery check is free. Actually your Leaf does have an air filter:
it filters the air coming into the passenger compartment.

Apple iCar? Apple may be working on an electric car, Automotive News (Roy &
Oreskovic, February 13, 2015) says. Financial Times and The Wall Street Journal have
both speculated that Apple’s secret “Titan” project may be about building an electric car,
however, the news that Apple is hiring automotive technology people and designers may
just be part of Apple’s CarPlay entertainment. Apple has not responded to these rumors.

ALTERNATIVE FUELS

The New York Times reports that the World Resources Institute reports that
biofuels are not good alternatives to gasoline, the Grand Forks Herald (Davis, January
31, 2015) reports. The World Resources Institute says that the environmental benefits of
biofuels have been greatly exaggerated. The Institute also repeats criticism of biofuels
that they compete for land with food crops. There is some hope that biofuel can still
become viable and proponents point out that much of the material used in biofuel is
wasted material not used in food production.

Audi will lead Volkswagen’s fuel-cell venture, Automotive News Europe
(Bloomberg, February 11, 2015) says. Audi inked a deal with Ballard Power Systems of
Canada to get fuel-cell patents and engineering support for fuel-cell development. Audi
will make the technology available to VW brands like Porsche, Bentley, and
Lamborghini.

COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU: The latest news on new charging stations
which may or may not be somewhere close to you.

United States: Williamston, Massachusetts, opened a charging station on Spring
Street, The Berkshire Eagle (Stafford, January 19, 2015) eyed. The ChargePoint charger
is free. Williamston is in the Northwestern corner of Massachusetts.

The first two public chargers in Danville, California, are going in the municipal
parking lot at the Clocktower and Railroad Avenue, the Contra Costa Times (Tsal,
January 29, 2015) ticks. The Clocktower charger will open in March, while the Railroad
Avenue charger will open this summer. The town is also installing four chargers for the
town’s electric vehicle fleet.

The University of Georgia opened two new charging stations on the East and
South Campus parking decks, The Red & Black (Dean, February 2, 2015) printed in black
and white. This will make three chargers available for Bulldogs at the Athens, GA,
campus. The manager of the University’s parking program says the charger has
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“eliminated 1,712 kilograms of green house [sic] gas, which counts as 512 gallons of
gasoline.”

Four new chargers were installed at The Collection shopping center in Oxnard,?
California, the Ventura County Star (Scripps Media, February 3, 2015) illuminates. Two
chargers are near the Whole Foods store and the other two are near the Yard House. The
shopping center was required to install the chargers when it put in a Tesla Supercharger
station last year.

Orange County in North Carolina will install two new fast chargers at the Orange
County Skills Development Center and the District Attorney’s Office in Chapel Hill, the
Daily Tarheel (Miller, February 4, 2015) adheres. It will cost $8 to charge at the stations.
The chargers should be ready in April.

Mac’s Service Center in Ashland, just north of Richmond, Virginia, is home to
the Richmond area’s first public fast charger, the Richmond Times-Dispatch (Bacqué,
February 4, 2015) dispatched. Mac McManus, the owner of the eponymous® shop says
the charger is free to users for now. Mr. McManus, ever the kidder, has named his
charger “Sparky.”

The Connexus Energy parking lot next to Ramsey, Minnesota’s community solar
garden is the new home to eight charging stations, ABC Newspapers (Connexus Energy,
February 10, 2015) prints. Connexus installed six level 1 (110 volts), one level 2, and one
fast charger in this suburban Minneapolis town just north of Coon Rapids.

Woodland, California, a few miles north of the Sacramento opens a new charging
station at City Hall on First Street and the Library at College and Court Streets this
month, the Woodland Daily Democrat (February 3, 2015) demarks. Charging will be
free.

Around the World: If you are travelling to fishing lakes or visiting James
Herriot’s home town in North Yorkshire, a charging station has sprung up at The Oaks
Lakes in Sessay, along the A19, The Northern Echo (Minting, January 30, 2015)
repeated. The owner of the fishing camp at Oaks Lakes says that several electric cars
have run out of electrons in the area.

“Fancy bumping into you, Basingstoke.”* Electric car drivers in Basingstoke will
have to pay to use the new charger in the town centre, the Basingstoke Gazette (Bave,

2 Our former summer residence from 1987 to 1989 while assigned to U. S. Naval Support Force Antarctica.
® Look that up in your Funk & Wagnalls.

* Sir Pelham Grenville Wodehouse, KBE, “The Purity of the Turf,” adapted by Clive Exton for the
television series Jeeves and Wooster, Picture Partnership and Productions, 1990.
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February 3, 2015) gazetted. Chargers will be charged 20 pence (34¢) per minute for a
minimum of £2 ($3.43) and a maximum of £6 ($10.28).

OTHER TECHNOLOGY

BMW will team up with Bosch and Swedish power company Vattenfall to create
a power storage system from used BMW electric vehicle batteries, the Business Spectator
(Conroy, January 29, 2015) sees. The 2 megawatt hour storage system will be built in
Hamburg, Germany. The system will store electricity that can be returned to the grid to
help stabilize the power system.

SUBSCRIBING TO The Hybrid Report. The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is published in
Olympia, Washington on or about the 15" and 30" of each month, except for those months we decide not to. The Report is available
on the WSDOT website by clicking this link. From there, you can download the current issue in a PDF, look at back issues, or
subscribe to a notification service that lets you know when a fresh issue has been posted to the website. You may also click this link to
subscribe or contact the editor at smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov who can add you to the subscription list.

The fine print: The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is not responsible for hyperlinks that do not
work or are inactive. All links worked when created, however, many news outlets archive or move reports soon after publication, so
it’s not our problem that you can’t get to the cited article. So don’t call to complain. It will be much like teaching a pig to sing: it will
waste your time and irritate the pig. The appearance of articles, products, opinions, humor (such as it is), and links in this summary
does not constitute an endorsement of the same by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), my wife, or my cat
(especially not my cat, who has no sense of humor. She’s a cat). Except as otherwise noted, WSDOT holds the copyright to The
Hybrid Report. Photos and other artwork in The Report are included with express permission of the copyright holders of those works
or the work is in the public domain. Further reproduction or distribution of copyrighted material is not authorized without permission
of the original copyright holder. Merely acknowledging the source is not sufficient and does not excuse reproducing copyrighted
material without permission. It’s not that hard to ask for and get permission. So there. Use only as directed; batteries not included. In
the interest of full disclosure, the editor of this summary owns a 2005 Toyota Prius, while Mrs. Hybrid Report Editor owns a Lexus
HS 250h hybrid. Note well who drives the Lexus. We are not saying you should get either one. That that would be an endorsement
and we’ve already said we don’t endorse products.
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