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  Who Are We? 

TCC brings together diverse 
interests from across the 
state to offer real 
transportation choices to 
connect people with jobs, 
housing, communities and 
each other. 



Vision for 21st Century Transportation 

→Path to prosperity  

→Opportunity to get to where you need to go  

→Reliable and affordable  

→Support transportation choices and livable 
communities  

→Performance-based 

→Mitigates harmful pollution impacts 

 



Our love affair with cars is over 

Washingtonians are 
driving less and 
choosing to live in 
affordable, walkable 
communities connected 
by transit.  
 

 (Sightline- Dude Where Are My Cars?) 

 



Changing Preferences 
• The 16-34 age group cut 

miles driven by 23% 
between 2001 and 2009. 

• AARP estimates that 1 in 5 
people age 65+ do not 
drive and are stuck at home due to lack of        
transportation options. 

 



Gas Prices Keep Going Up 

 

 



Transit is more popular than ever 

• King County Metro is experiencing its second 
highest ridership year. 

• Record highs are being  
seen nationally. 



Current Imbalance 

• Underinvestment in transit. 

• Emphasizes roads and highways building. 

• Nationally 

$ 9 vs. $1 



Washington Is Even Worse 



 
Goal 1- Increase Transportation Choices 

 • Massive increase in state funded capital 
expansion of intercity rail, light rail, bus rapid 
transit, streetcar, sidewalks, trails, and 
exclusive bicycling right of way. 

• Increase direct state funding for transit and 
intercity rail operations and maintenance. 



Outcomes 

• Stimulate Economy  

– Every $1 invested in public transportation 
generates $4 in economic returns 

– Taking transit can save families up to $12,000 per 
year, freeing that money up for other uses in the 
local economy. 



 
Goal 2- Safer and Healthier Communities 

 • Increase walking, biking and transit use 

• Reduce fatal and serious injuries on all modes 
of transportation 

 



Outcomes 
• Reduce health care costs 

– Washington spends $1.33 billion dollars on the 
medical costs of obesity yearly.  

– 26% of adults are obese and thirty-six percent are 
overweight. 

– Daily bus users clock up annual equivalent of 11 
marathons. 

• Safer 

– Riding a bus is 91 times safer than car travel. 

 

 



 
Goal 3- Mitigate pollution impacts 

 • Decrease greenhouse gases. 

– transportation accounts for more than half of our 
state’s greenhouse gas emissions 

• Incorporate LID in the planning and construction 
on new and existing infrastructure. 

– Toxic oil run off our streets and parking lots into 
lakes, streams, rivers and Puget Sound. 

 



Outcomes 

• Reduced climate emissions. 

• Reduced storm water runoff. 

–  Healthy Puget Sound and other waterways. 



 
Action Steps 

 
 

• Develop a performance-based, mode neutral, 
project selection process, that considers right 
sizing, climate pollution models and full life 
cycle cost benefit analysis. 

• Establish revenue and funding flexibility 
through mode-neutral evaluation and funding 
distribution. 



 
Action Steps 

 
 

• Establish a next generation user fee that 
meets multiple policy objectives - reduces 
congestion and increases monies for choices. 

• Adhere to the current requirements on VMT 
and implement a plan to meet share of 
climate pollution reduction limits. 

 

 



TCC’s role in achieving these goals? 

• Decision-maker education 

• Build public support 

• Policymaking and best practices 

• Advocacy 

• Partner with WSDOT, local governments, and 
national funders to achieve our shared vision. 



Stay in Touch! 
 

www.transportationchoices.org 
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206-329-2336 

 shefali@transportationchoices.org 
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