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I-112-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Sound Transit and the City of Mukilteo are also continuing to
plan future phases of the Mukilteo Station, in anticipation of increasing
rail commuter parking supply.
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I-113-001

Thank you for your comment. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, in the Final EIS documents that a floating or elevated bridge
across Possession Sound between Mukilteo and Clinton was considered
but not studied further. The shore-to-shore span of the bridge would be
approximately 2.76 miles, not including the support structures. This span
would be approximately 70 percent longer than the longest span
currently in existence. This concept is not feasible because of potential
environmental impacts and the high cost for such a structure.
Appendix E also describes the screening evaluation measures and
results for the project.

Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010) documents a
bridge across Puget Sound was an alternative evaluated but not carried
forward.
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I-114-001

Thank you for your comments, suggestions, and sharing your vision for
Mukilteo's future. Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal
were considered during the development of alternatives as described in
the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010
and available on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm).

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been
identified to further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need,
reduce environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•
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The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-115-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-115-002

The restoration of Japanese Creek is an objective of the City of
Mukilteo's Shoreline Management Plan and a requirement for projects
that propose shoreline development over the existing culverted
stream.  The Preferred Alternative is confined to the western portion of
the tank farm property and does not extend over Japanese Creek to the
areas where restoration is required.   

 

I-115-003

Schedule and sailing time would remain as it is today, approximately 15
minutes each way (see section 3.3 in the Final EIS). Decisions about
ferry fares are independent of this project.
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I-116-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on comments from the public, agencies and tribes,
and the alternative's ability to meet the project's purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Relocation of the ferry terminal would allow WSDOT to release its
interests in the existing vehicle holding area as well as at the existing
terminal building. WSDOT would terminate the lease on the Buzz Inn
property and with the Port of Everett, and could sell the portion of
WSDOT-owned property that would not be needed for the Preferred
Alternative. This would allow these properties currently occupied by
WSDOT for ferry operation to be made available for other uses subject
to the City of Mukilteo mixed use zoning requirements.

A large supply of overnight parking is not available today and the build
alternatives do not propose additional parking supply for overnight use.
The Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options
for increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional vehicles at
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
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increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-117-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-118-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for a combination of the No-Build and
Existing Site Improvements alternatives. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-118-002

Comment noted. WSDOT does not have the authority to transfer the
land to tribal ownership. The U.S. Air Force is currently in the process of
transferring the Mukilteo Tank Farm to the Port of Everett, as permitted
by federal legislation. 

 

I-118-003

WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This alternative would reduce the ferry queues along
SR 525. A park-and-ride is not proposed as a component of this project.
Chapter 3 of the Final EIS provides updated transportation information
and analysis. Mitigation measures are discussed in section 3.7.
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I-119-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004,
and the planning to address the long-range needs for the route has been
underway for decades. Chapter 1 of the EIS also describes the purpose
and need, which considers needs over a 20 to 30 year horizon for the
terminal. See Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a
discussion of the alternatives considered over the years. The public has
had an opportunity to participate and provide input, and will continue to
have the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the
public's input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•
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Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-120-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-121-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-122-001

We apologize that the cost estimates for the project alternatives were not
found on the project website when you reviewed it. The Draft EIS
provides the cost of each proposed alternative so the public can make
comparisons and additional updates were provided during the comment
period. Additionally, the Final EIS Executive Summary provides updated
cost information for each alternative.

Please note that the EIS is focused on identifying significant
environmental impacts for each alternative, and is not required to include
costs and financial plans for project.  However we agree that this
information is important to share with the public.

Please visit the project website asit will be updated periodically with new
information as the project progresses. The Mukilteo Multimodal Project's
web address is:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/.
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I-123-001

Thank you for your comments on the Elliot Point 1 Alternative and
suggestions on ways to improve the alternatives. WSDOT has identified
a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements for the
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Preferred Alternative as well as the updated discussion for the Elliot
Point 1 Alternative.

The Preferred Alternative would not affect the areas above the culvert
and does not propose to daylight Japanese Creek during construction of
this project. However, in the future the City of Mukilteo plans to restore a
section of Japanese Creek to its previous channel and daylight the creek
along the Possession Sound shoreline, which would restore riparian and
aquatic habitat. Daylighting Japanese Creek and other creek restoration
activities would increase riparian and aquatic habitat. The City recently
added weirs to a section of the creek to allow fish access to an adjacent
wetland, which increases rearing and foraging habitat.

Section 4.11 of the Final EIS discusses stormwater; however, final
design of the stormwater facilities is still in progress.

 

I-123-002

Your comments concerning the SR 525 bridge are acknowledged.
Although replacing this bridge is a separate issue and is not a
component of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project, it would be a
complementary investment that benefits the area.
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I-124-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004, the
beginning of the project's environmental process. See Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a discussion of the alternatives
considered over the years. The public has had an opportunity to
participate and provide input during this time, and will continue to have
the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the public's
input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•
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Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

 

I-124-002

The 73 percent increase in ridership from 2006 to 2030 can be found in
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009). Ridership
projections are based on land use and socio-economic travel behavior,
trip distribution, and mode choice. Existing travel surveys are used to
inform these models. The deficiencies of the existing terminal, such as
failure to meet current seismic standards, are described in the Final EIS
Chapter 1, Purpose and Need. Further detail is available in Chapter 3,
Transportation, and in the Transportation Discipline Report.

 

I-124-003

The Preferred Alternative includes design refinements responding to
public and agency comments and suggestions, and results in a more
compact footprint with a continuous waterfront promenade. This
alternative would sit on the western portion of the tank farm property,
which would leave a portion of the property vacant and potentially
available for development opportunities by others. Please see Chapter 2,
Alternatives, of the Final EIS for information about the design
refinements; Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final EIS for
coordination and outreach efforts related to this project; and Chapter 8,
Draft EIS Public Comments, for a summary of the public comment
process and types of comments received.
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I-125-001

The Mukilteo Multimodal Project's Transportation Discipline Report
provides more recent ridership projections for the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry
route. These projections are based on the WSDOT Ferries Division Final

Long-Range Plan (2009) year 2030 model and Puget Sound Regional
Council's year 2040 regional model. The need for the project also
includes safety and security, transit connectivity and reliability, and
growth in travel demand; the project also is designed to support local
and regional plans. Even without growth in ridership, the project would
be warranted today to address the problems at the terminal.

 

I-125-002

The Noise and Vibration Technical Report was developed based on
methodologies adopted by WSDOT, FHWA, and FTA. These
methodologies reflect a very conservative approach based on decades
of research and analysis of transportation projects and their noise
impacts on people. Current and future noise conditions are based on
direct measurements of noise levels as well as projected increases in
freight and passenger train traffic and ferry traffic (Chapter 4 of the
Technical Report). As described in Chapter 5 of the Technical Report,
the terminal dock with operating ferries were included in the screening
analysis for all alternatives, as were the roadway improvements. This
conservative screening analysis confirmed no noise or vibration impacts
would occur beyond the 50 dBA screening distance to project features
for the alternatives based on an average noise level over a 24-hour
period.

 

I-125-003

WSDOT identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as
the Preferred Alternative in consultation with other project partners,
including the City of Mukilteo.
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I-125-004

Several sections of the Draft EIS described applicable plans for other
potential uses of the tank farm property; these discussions are updated
in the Final EIS (see section 2.4, Other Activities in the Area, and section
4.2, Land Use). Chapter 2 describes the purpose and need for the
project, through which all alternatives were screened. The City Council's
vote was advisory; WSDOT and FTA remain the project's lead agencies
responsible for implementing the project after the NEPA process is
completed.
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I-126-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on comments from
the public, agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the
project's purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS for a description of the design refinements with the Preferred
Alternative.

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative would remain similar to
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. It is located on the
Mukilteo Tank Farm site. The Preferred Alternative's design can
accommodate a second slip should WSDOT decide to build one in the
future. Please see the Final EIS for details on the design refinements for
the Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative does not include
development incentives for restaurant space. It is not within WSDOT's
authority to approve or include other developments within other parts of
the Tank Farm site. Any development on adjacent property will be
consistent with the City of Mukilteo and Everett's land use plans. The
City of Mukilteo is also working with Sound Transit to develop a new
pedestrian bridge to the commuter rail station.

Reconfiguring the Boeing Freeway as an alternative route to the terminal
is not being considered; SR 525 will continue to be the primary route to
the terminal. Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal were
considered during the development of alternatives as described in the
Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010).
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I-127-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on comments from
the public, agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the
project's purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Design refinements were
made to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative to further its ability to meet purpose
and need and reduce environmental impacts.  Please see Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS for a description of the design refinements with the
Preferred Alternative.

WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004, the
beginning of the project's environmental process. See Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a discussion of the alternatives
considered over the years. The public has had an opportunity to
participate and provide input during this time, and will continue to have
the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the public's
input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

 

I-127-002

Please see the Final EIS for updated project information, including more
details about stormwater management. The Mukilteo Multimodal Project
would not cause an increase in demand, rather the project is proposed to
address to the anticipated growth; see the Draft EIS section 1.4.2 under
the heading "Growth in Travel Demand".  The ecosystems analysis does
not anticipate effects to fish in Japanese Gulch, particularly for the
Preferred Alternative, which would not alter the culverted stream. Please
see section 4.12 of the Final EIS for more information on ecosystems.
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I-128-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
alternative would move the ferry terminal to the Mukilteo Tank Farm
property and build one slip. However, the alternative's design would
accommodate another slip if WSDOT determines the need for one in the
future.
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I-129-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build. The Final EIS discusses
your two main concerns, traffic (Chapter 3) and cultural resources
(Chapter 4, section 4.6). WSDOT has identified a modified version of the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was
based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
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of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

Your concerns about traffic and parking are understood. The multimodal
aspect of this project is meant to help address congestion in this area by
encouraging the use of various modes of transportation through better
connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The project is not expected to
increase vehicle volumes to the ferry compared to No-Build (information
on vehicle volumes can be found in Chapter 3, Transportation, of the
Final EIS). The Preferred Alternative would also avoid impacts to general
parking supply in Mukilteo's central waterfront area.

WSDOT is working with the City of Mukilteo and other local agencies to
address public safety concerns. In considering future projects on
corridors such as SR 525, WSDOT seeks to operate these corridors
efficiently and manage demand. Constructing a park-and-ride at Paine
Field would be considered as a separate project.

The Preferred Alternative would provide the most opportunity to
incorporate features into the terminal design to reflect the cultural and
historic significance of the project area to Native American tribes.
Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final EIS describes the tribal
coordination efforts for this project.
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I-130-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT supports increasing
the number of walk-ons as well as providing a safe terminal for vehicles.
This project supports both of these interests.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•
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The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

 

I-130-002

Thank you for your comments regarding ferry user fees. Decisions about
fares are independent of this project. The Washington State
Transportation Commission evaluates the state's entire transportation
system and sets tolls for state highways and bridges, and fares for the
ferry system. The estimated cost range for each alternative has been
updated in the Summary of the Final EIS.
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I-131-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and we
recognize that you do not favor the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative would remain similar to
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. The Preferred
Alternative would increase public access to waterfront areas and remove
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the Mukilteo Tank Farm Pier. In the long term, crabbing and fishing
would be available in much of the shoreline area, except for in the
immediate terminal vicinity. Please see the Final EIS for all the
information about Preferred Alternative design refinements.

 

I-131-002

Your preference for the Existing Site Improvements Alternative is
acknowledged. In developing the alternatives for the EIS, WSDOT
examined an array of configurations before arriving at the concept
defining for the Existing Site Improvements Alternative. WSDOT has
concluded that further refinements to this alternative would not
substantially change its performance compared to the other alternatives
considered. 

 

I-131-003

The Final EIS Chapter 3, section 3.3.1 and the Transportation Discipline

Report note that the ferry shoulder queues represent a typical weekday
period, and that longer ferry shoulder queues during times of higher ferry
use, such as Fridays, holidays, and during the summer, can extend past
Goat Trail Road.  Figure 3-2 in the Draft and Final EIS, depicts the
existing queue lengths along SR 525 and notes that the conditions on
the figure are: "As observed December 2010 for weekday evenings.
Longer queues often reported on weekends, holidays, and during
summer months."

As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS and shown in Figure 3-6,
the queue lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the
Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1, compared to the 2040 No-Build
Alternative. Because these alternatives propose to relocate the existing
ferry terminal to the east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to
be shorter compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would
increase slightly with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.
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