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Bridge Tour Highlights Importance of Replacing the SR 520 Bridge 
 
While the SR 520 Evergreen Point Bridge was closed 
for maintenance over the weekend of July 9th and 10th, 
the project team took the opportunity to lead a group of 
elected officials, agency heads, reporters and 
photographers on a tour of the floating bridge.   
 
About 35 people joined the SR 520 Bridge 
Replacement project team on this tour.  Project 
engineers and bridge maintenance staff explained how 
the current bridge does not meet today’s design 
standards; describing how engineering, transportation 
and environmental problems on the existing bridge will 
be addressed by the future replacement.   
 
Tour attendees were able to crawl inside bridge 
pontoons, watch the drawspan slide apart, and walk 
along the lower deck under the east highrise.  The 
attendees commented on how helpful it was to see 
these items firsthand. 
 
During the tour, bridge crews carried on their 
inspection and maintenance work to check for new 
problem areas and to keep the bridge operating 
smoothly.  The inspection results found no new 
significant structural or mechanical deficiencies on the 
bridge, although it continues to move closer to the end 
of its useful life. 
 
“WSDOT conducts this annual inspection of the bridge 
to proactively catch any issues,” said Dave Dye, head 
of the WSDOT urban division that is designing the SR 
520 and Alaskan Way Viaduct mega-projects, among 
others. “Over the years, we have conducted quite a bit 
of retrofitting to extend the life of the bridge but we 
have reached a point where any additional retrofitting 
would make the bridge too heavy to float properly.  
The proposed new bridge will create the long-term fix 
that the region needs.” 
 
The weekend’s events were captured by local news 
media, both in print and on TV, with over 70 different 
news clips in all.  Links to many of the stories are 
included on the project Web site’s headlines page. 
 
Additional outreach events will be planned for the 
public as the project team continues to move closer to 
the selection of a preferred alternative and the release 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement later this 
year. 
 

 

 

 
Top: TV and print photographers setting up their 
best shots as the tour begins.   
Center: Representative Rodney Tom emerges 
from a bridge pontoon.   
Bottom: Tour attendees watch as the SR 520 
drawspan splits apart and slides beneath itself.
 
 

 
 


