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H. AGENCY AND TRIBAL CORRESPONDENCE

Agency Correspondence

Th e letters below are on fi le in the WSDOT Olympic Region Environmental Offi  ce. 

Contact Paul Dreisbach or Ben Rampp at 360-570-6700.
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Federal Agencies



BLANK PAGE



Appendices

SR 3 Belfair Bypass Environmental Assessment A - 41

September 21, 2012 
 
 
Mr. Steve Landino 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Habitat Program/Olympia Field Office 
510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 103 
Lacey, WA  98503-1273 
 
RE: SR 3 Belfair Bypass - Biological Assessment 

Milepost 22.81 to 29.49 
WSDOT Project No XL3793 
Initiation of Informal Consultation 

 
Dear Mr. Landino: 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is proposing 
to construct 6.68 miles of new state highway that would serve as bypass 
around the city of Belfair, WA.  The project is located east of Belfair, 
Washington in Mason and Kitsap Counties. 
 
In compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA), a National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) endangered species listing was generated by 
WSDOT on July 1, 2011.  The listing indicated the potential presence of 
listed species under the ESA.  After further investigation by means of site 
investigation, personal communications with local fish and wildlife authorities, 
and review of pertinent literature, it was determined that Hood Canal 
summer-run chum salmon, Puget Sound Chinook salmon and Puget Sound 
steelhead and critical habitat for Chinook and chum are the species/habitat 
regulated by the NMFS that may occur within the project action area. The 
WSDOT also evaluated the presence of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) as 
required by the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSA). 
 
The Belfair Bypass Project will construct a two-lane limited access highway 
on a new alignment to the east of existing State Route (SR) 3.  The major 
portion of the highway would run through Mason County and the northern 
end would be in Kitsap County.  The proposed bypass will be the main line SR 
3 and the existing SR 3 will become a “Business Loop” serving downtown 
Belfair, SR 106, SR 300, and Old Belfair Highway.  The proposed design 
speed of the bypass will be 60 miles per hour and the posted speed will be 
55 miles per hour. 
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The proposed alignment will begin at milepost (MP) 22.81 on SR 3 and 
connects back at MP 29.49. The north end connection to existing SR 3 is 
proposed at Lake Flora Road and the south connection is just south of the 
intersection with SR 302.  The length of proposed bypass corridor will be 
6.68 miles. The bypass configuration would consist of two 12-foot lanes 
with 8-foot shoulders.  The approximate width of the right-of-way is 120 
feet.   
 
WSDOT has determined that the project activities, as proposed, warrants an 
effect determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” for Hood 
Canal summer-run chum, Puget Sound Chinook and Puget Sound steelhead.  
The project activities, as proposed, warrant an effect determination of “may 
affect, not likely to adversely affect” for Hood Canal summer-run chum and 
Puget Sound Chinook designated critical habitat.  In addition, the project will 
have “no adverse effect” on EFH for Pacific Salmon and groundfish. 
 
We will continue to remain aware of any change in the status of these 
species and/or the project and we will be prepared to re-evaluate potential 
project impacts if necessary.  It is our understanding that with Federal 
concurrence this satisfies our responsibilities under the MSA and Section 7(c) 
of the ESA at this time. 
 
Please call Hans Purdom at (360) 570-6737, should you require additional 
information or have any questions regarding this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carl Ward  
Biology Program Manager  
Olympic Region 
 
CWW:hp:mas 
 
Enclosure:  Biological Assessment 
 
cc:   Dean Moberg, w/enclosure, FHWA 

Carl Ward, w/enclosure, WSDOT 
 Hans Purdom, w/enclosure, WSDOT 

Project File, w/enclosure 
SF09212012 (6471) 
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September 21, 2012 
 
 
Mr. Ken Berg 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102 
Lacey, WA  98503 
 
RE: SR 3 Belfair Bypass - Biological Assessment 

Milepost 22.81 to 29.49 
WSDOT Project No XL3793 
Initiation of Informal Consultation 

 
Dear Mr. Berg: 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is proposing 
to construct 6.68 miles of new state highway that would serve as bypass 
around the city of Belfair, WA.  The project is located east of Belfair, 
Washington in Mason and Kitsap Counties. 
 
In compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA), a US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) endangered species listing was generated by WSDOT on 
July 1, 2012.  The listing indicated the potential presence of listed species 
under the ESA.  After further investigation by means of site investigation, 
personal communications with local fish and wildlife authorities and review of 
pertinent literature, it was determined that Coastal/Puget Sound bull trout, 
bull trout critical habitat and marbled murrelet are the only species/habitats 
regulated by the USFWS that may occur within the project action area.   
  
The Belfair Bypass Project will construct a two-lane limited access highway 
on a new alignment to the east of existing State Route (SR) 3.  The major 
portion of the highway would run through Mason County and the northern 
end would be in Kitsap County.  The proposed bypass will be the main line SR 
3 and the existing SR 3 will become a “Business Loop” serving downtown 
Belfair, SR 106, SR 300, and Old Belfair Highway.  The proposed design 
speed of the bypass will be 60 miles per hour and the posted speed will be 
55 miles per hour. 
 
The proposed alignment will begin at milepost (MP) 22.81 on SR 3 and 
connects back at MP 29.49. The north end connection to existing SR 3 is 
proposed at Lake Flora Road and the south connection is just south of the 
intersection with SR 302.  The length of proposed bypass corridor will be 
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6.68 miles. The bypass configuration would consist of two 12-foot lanes 
with 8-foot shoulders.  The approximate width of the right-of-way is 120 
feet.   
 
WSDOT has determined that the project activities, as proposed, warrants an 
effect determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” for 
coastal\Puget Sound bull trout, bull trout critical habitat and marbled 
murrelet  In addition, a “no effect” determination is warranted for marbled 
murrelet designated critical habitat. 
 
We will continue to remain aware of any change in the status of these 
species and/or the project and we will be prepared to re-evaluate potential 
project impacts if necessary.  It is our understanding that with Federal 
concurrence this satisfies our responsibilities under Section 7(c) of the ESA 
at this time. 
 
Please call Hans Purdom at (360) 570-6737, should you require additional 
information or have any questions regarding this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carl Ward 
Biology Program Manager  
Olympic Region 
 
CWW:hp:mas 
 
Enclosure: Biological Assessment 
 
cc:   Dean Moberg, w/enclosure, FHWA 

Carl Ward, w/enclosure, WSDOT 
 Hans Purdom, w/enclosure, WSDOT 

Project File, w/enclosure 
SF09142012 (6472) 
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Tribal Correspondence 

Purpose and scope of consultation

Th rough the consultation exchange of letters following, we want to ensure that the Tribal 

Governments are aff orded the opportunity to:

• Identify any concerns they may have regarding the eff ects of the proposed 

undertaking on historic properties; 

• Advise FHWA and WSDOT on the identifi cation and evaluation of historic 

properties, including those of traditional religious and cultural importance; 

• Express their views on the undertaking’s eff ects on such properties; and, 

• Participate in the resolution of any adverse eff ects which the undertaking might have 

on their properties. 

Th e fi rst step in the Section 106 process, prior to the identifi cation and evaluation of 

historic properties, is to identify the area of potential eff ect. Area of potential eff ect 

means the geographic area or areas within which the proposed undertaking may directly 

or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if any such 

properties exist. Th e participation by the tribes as a consulting party in determining the 

area of potential eff ect is critical and is invited. Once this area has been defi ned, a cultural 

resources survey will be initiated. If the tribe has information about traditional cultural 

areas that might be aff ected by the proposed undertaking, their input will be a valuable 

contribution to the cultural resources survey eff ort. 

Once historic properties have been identifi ed and evaluated for their historical 

signifi cance in accordance with the criteria of the Keeper of the National Register of 

Historic Places, the eff ects of the proposed undertaking on any properties determined 

to be listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register are assessed. Th e tribe’s 

participation in this eff ort is invited. 

As defi ned by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, consultation means “...

the process of seeking, discussing, and considering the views of other participants and, 

where feasible, seeking agreement with them regarding matters arising in the section 

106 process.” 

Consultation is fundamental to the process of seeking ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate 

the eff ects of the undertaking on historic properties. Consequently, the tribe’s active 

participation as a consulting party in the proposed undertaking is encouraged.

Th e letter exchange to document our consultation eff orts follows. An example letter is also 

included following the letter exchange.
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08-11-2011 

From: WSDOT

To: Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

 Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe

 Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 

 Puyallup Tribe

 Skokomish Tribe

 Squaxin Island Tribe

 Suquamish Tribe

FHWA & WSDOT is initiating government-to-government consultation with the 

tribes under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the National 

Environmental Policy Act. We ask that you review and comment on the enclosed APE.

12-07-2011 

From: WSDOT 

To: Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

 Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe

 Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 

 Puyallup Tribe

 Skokomish Tribe

 Squaxin Island Tribe

 Suquamish Tribe

Enclosed for your review and comment, is a copy of the Belfair Bypass cultural resources 

discipline report containing test excavations evaluation and research of historical data.
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