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Upgrading Passenger Rail Stations >>
More frequent, reliable, 
and faster Amtrak 
Cascades® service

King Street  
Station Renovation
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King Street Station in downtown 
Seattle is the busiest 
train station in the Pacific 

Northwest, serving nearly a half-
million Amtrak Cascades passengers 
in 2010. WSDOT, the city of Seattle 
and the federal government are 
working to restore and upgrade the 
busy and historic King Street Station 
to meet current and future needs of 
expanding passenger rail service.

Passenger stations are part of the 
travel experience and effectively 
act as the gateway to communities 
served by Amtrak Cascades. These 
improvements will leave passengers 
with a lasting positive impression.

Project information
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/
rail/kingstreetstationrenovation/

Cascades High Speed Rail 
program information
www.wsdot.wa.gov/passengerrail

Train schedules & tickets
www.amtrakcascades.com
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Passenger-train service is experiencing 
a revival, so, too, is historic King Street 
Station. A long-overdue restoration 
project begun in 2008, is steadily 
proceeding as the station embarks upon 
its second century of service. The station 
restoration accentuates the building’s 
original grandeur while adding modern 
amenities for 21st century travelers. 

The station already has undergone nearly 
$30  million worth of repairs restoring 
the interior’s elegance, with high 
ornamental plaster ceilings, white Italian-
marble columns, brass light sconces, 
chandeliers, inlaid mosaic glass tile trim, 
and a terrazzo and mosaic tile floor.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Materials can be provided in alternative 
formats for people with disabilities by calling Shawn Murinko at 360-705-7097 or murinks@wsdot.
wa.gov. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact Office of Equal Opportunity through the 
Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI Statement to Public: WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national 
origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs 
and activities. For questions regarding WSDOT’s Title VI Program contact Jonté Sulton at  
360-705-7082 or SultonJ@wsdot.wa.gov.

The details

•	 A major portion of work beginning 
in 2012 will strengthen the 
main building and clock tower 
to better enable the facility 
to withstand earthquakes. 

•	 Other work will include the 
restoration of the main passenger 
waiting area, new restrooms, 
and improvements to the King 
Street entrance to the station.

•	 Makes modern upgrades to 
the inner workings of the 
station including heating and 
cooling systems, plumbing, 
wiring, stairs and restrooms.  

The benefits

•	 Improves public safety and 
prolongs the life of the building 
by strengthening the building 
walls and clock tower

•	 Improves the customer 
experience at the station, one 
of the busiest train stations 
in the Pacific Northwest 

•	 Restores historic features of King 
Street Station while creating 
a modernized train station for 
Amtrak Cascades, Coast Starlight, 
and Empire Builder customers  

The investment

WSDOT, the city of Seattle and 	
many other partners have invested 
nearly $30 million in state and federal 
funds to restore and renovate King 
Street Station. 	
	
Federal High Speed  
Rail Funds: $16.7 million

The states of Washington, Oregon 
along with Amtrak, jointly sponsor 
Amtrak Cascades, a 466 mile regional 
service that operates between 
Eugene, Ore. and Vancouver, B.C. 

>>  Better reliability       >>  More daily trains       >>  Faster trips
KING STREET STATION RENOVATION

Project Status: Environmental work 
Completed

Project design 
Completed

Project construction 
Complete: fall 2013

2011201020092008 2012 2013 2014


