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lll. Focus on Transportation—C. Governance and Partnerships

Governance and
Partnerships

In 2005 and 2006, the legislature and the Governor
redefined the roles and responsibilities of the
Transportation Commission and the Washington
State Department of Transportation. The legislature
also changed how the Puget Sound region may make
regional investments in transportation.

Transportation Commission Roles

The 2005 and 2006 legislatures changed the roles

and responsibilities of the Washington Transportation
Commission, which retained certain authority,
including statewide transportation planning, bond
issuance approval, serving as the state’s tolling authority,
and setting ferry fares. Additionally, the Commission
received an expanded role as a public forum for
transportation policy development.

The Commission’s role in developing transportation
policy was modified in a way that largely increased its
role as a policy advisory body to the Governor and the
legislature, with the following mandates:

* Propose policies to be adopted by the Governor
and the legislature to ensure the development and
maintenance of a comprehensive and balanced
statewide transportation system.

* Provide coordination among federal, state, local, and
regional transportation planning and programing agencies.

* Provide for public involvement in transportation planning,

* Prepare a statewide transportation plan based on existing
state policies, as well as state and federal laws, while reflecting
the Priorities of Government and addressing regional needs,
including multimodal transportation planning.

» Conduct transportation-related studies and policy
analysis as directed by the legislature and the
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The Washington Transportation Commission from left to
right: Bob Distler, San Juan County; Elmira Forner,Vice
Chair, Chelan County; Richard Ford, Chair, King County;
Reema Griffith, Executive Director; Dale Stedman, Spokane
County; Edward Barnes, Clark County; Dan O’Neal, Mason
County; and Carol Moser, Benton County.

Governor in the biennial transportation budget
(refer to the tolling and rail study in the Policy
Studies and Plans Chapter).

* Provide a public forum for developing transportation
policies with regional transportation planning
organizations, transportation stakeholders, counties,
cities, and citizens.

* The commission may recommend to the Secretary
of Transportation, the Governor, and the legislature,
the means for obtaining appropriate citizen and
professional involvement in transportation policy
formulation and matters related to the powers and
duties of WSDOT.

* The Commission may hold hearings and explore ways
to improve the mobility of the citizens of the state.

* In addition to the monthly meeting required by
statute, the Commission must convene regional
forums on transportation at least every five years.
The purpose of the forums is to gather citizen input
on transportation.

* Every two years, the Commission will prepare
a statewide multimodal transportation progress
report and transportation priorities for the ensuing
biennium, reporting goals, targets, and benchmarks.

» Ofter policy guidance and make recommendations
to the Governor and the legislature on key issue
areas including:

* Transportation financing

* Preserving, maintaining, and operating the state
transportation system

* Transportation infrastructure needs

* Promoting best practices for adoption and use by
transportation-related agencies and programs

* Transportation efficiencies that will improve
service delivery and/or coordination
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Improving planning and coordination among
transportation agencies and providers
Use of intelligent transportation systems and
other technology-based solutions
Reporting of performance against goals, targets,
and benchmarks
Developing a 10-year investment program
* Provide oversight and make key decisions related
to the implementation of the newly created
Transportation Innovative Partnerships program
within WSDOT.

* The Commission must review performance and
outcome measures to ensure transportation system
performance at local, regional, and state government
levels.

New Roles for the Washington State Department
of Transportation

In addition to the roles described in detail in the

Laws section of the Appendix, legislation in 2005 and
2006 changed the Washington State Department of
Transportation’s (WSDOT) roles and responsibilities.
The primary change for WSDOT is the moving of the
agency to the Governor’s cabinet. The Secretary of
Transportation now is appointed by and serves at the
pleasure of the Governor. The Secretary now proposes
WSDOT’s budget and authorizes departmental requested
legislation. The Secretary will continue to serve as an ex
officio member of the Transportation Commission.

The department now has the responsibility to determine
it highway improvement projects proposed by and
funded by the Community Economic Revitalization
Board are appropriate. This was previously a
responsibility of the Transportation Commission.
Additionally, the department now has the responsibility
of adopting the functional classification of highways.
This was also previously the responsibility of the
Transportation Commission.

“The coordination between the Washington
Transportation Plan and our Regional
Transportation Plan is critical to ensure proper
prioritization and funding to maintain and improve
the condition and accessibility of our city, county
and state road system as we seek to maximize
our agricultural and recreational economic
development and safety opportunities.”

Paul Bennett, P.E.
Quad-County Regional Transportation
Organization
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Regional Partnerships

The 2006 Legislature created the Regional

Transportation Commission to evaluate transportation

issues in the Puget Sound region and to develop a

regional transportation governance proposal. The

Regional Transportation Commission is comprised

of nine members, all private citizens appointed by

the Governor, plus the Secretary of Transportation as

a nonvoting member. The Regional Transportation

Commission will:

* Evaluate a broad range of regional transportation
governance issues, including transit agency
boundary adjustments, consolidation options, and
coordination of all agencies (including WSDOT)
that have a role in regional transportation planning,
funding, and operations

* Develop a proposal that includes an option for
forming a permanent, directly-elected regional
transportation governing entity, as well as the
governing entity’s finance strategy, authorized
revenue sources, and planning authority

* Submit its governance proposal to the 2007 Legislature

The legislature modified the Puget Sound Regional
Transportation Improvement District (RTID) in several
respects:

* The RTID is allowed to change its boundaries
to be contiguous with regional transit authority
boundaries. The peninsula portion of Pierce County
is exempted from inclusion in the RTID.

* The RTID must submit its finance plan as a
common ballot measure along with a Sound Transit
Phase 2 plan at the 2007 general election and is
permitted to have a ballot title exceeding 75 words.

Regional Transportation Planning Organizations
have been established by the legislature to further the
coordination of transportation planning among local
jurisdictions and the state. The duties of the Regional
Transportation Planning Organizations include:

* Prepare and update a transportation strategy and
plan for the region

» Certify that transportation elements of
comprehensive plans of cities and counties within
the region are consistent with the regional
transportation plan

» Certify county-wide planning policies to be
consistent with the regional transportation plan

* Develop a six-year regional transportation
improvement program

* Designate a lead planning agency to coordinate the
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preparation of the regional transportation plan

» Work with local jurisdictions and agencies and the
state to develop level of service standards or other
transportation performance measures

Coordinated Transportation Agencies

Three independent state agencies partner with local
governments to develop and build street, road, and
freight improvements.

Transportation Improvement Board—The
Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) distributes
grants to cities and counties for high priority
transportation projects that foster state investment

in quality local transportation projects. Its six grant
programs provided over $98 million dollars of capital
funds in 2006 to communities throughout the state.
Over the past four years, TIB contributed funds to over
700 completed projects.

Specific TIB grant programs focus on transportation
needs of small cities and towns, urban arterials and urban
corridors, and sidewalks. Its 21 member Board includes 6
city members, 6 county members, two WSDOT officials,
2 transit representatives, a private sector representative, a
member representing the ports, a member representing
non-motorized transportation, a member representing
special needs transportation, and a governor appointee.
TIB funding comes from the revenue generated by three
cents of the statewide gas tax.

County Road Administration Board—The County
Road Administration Board (CRAB) works to preserve
and enhance the transportation infrastructure of
Washington State’s counties by providing standards of
good practice, fair administration of funding programs,
visionary leadership, and integrated, progressive, and
professional technical services. The legislature created
CRAB in 1965 to provide statutory oversight of
Washington State’s 39 county road departments.

CRAB administers the County Arterial Preservation
Program ($14 million annually) and the Rural Arterial
Program ($19 million annually) and is a major technical
resource for the Washington Association of County
Engineers. It distributes the counties’ portion of the
Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax and is custodian of the county
road log, a database of over 40,000 miles of roads.
CRAB is funded from the portion of the counties’

fuel tax that is withheld for state supervision and

from a small portion of the two grant programs that it
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administers.

Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board—
Washington State’s economy is the most dependent
upon trade of all the states. Our ability to compete
in a global economy depends to a great extent on

the efficiency of the state’s multimodal transportation
network to move our products and goods efficiently.
In 1998, the legislature created the Freight Mobility
Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB) to facilitate
freight movement between and among local, national,
and international markets and find solutions that
lessen the impact of the movement of freight on local
communities.

FMSIB proposes policies, projects, corridors, and
funding to the legislature. Its 2006 six-year project list
anticipates $350 million of strategic state investment in
freight mobility.





