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Criteria and Process for Critical Urban and Rural Freight Corridor 
Designation 
Washington State Department of Transportation, August 2016

 

Background 
The FAST Act has established a new National Highway Freight Network consisting of four 
components:  
1. The Primary Highway Freight System. USDOT has designated 816 miles of the 41,518-mile 

PHFS in Washington State, and this will not be updated for five years; 
2. Remainder of the Interstate system not part of the PHFS, already designated by USDOT; 
3. Critical Rural Freight Corridors (CRFC), to be designated by states for non-urbanized areas;  
4. Critical Urban Freight Corridors (CUFC), to be designated by: 

• Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) in urbanized areas with a population of 
500,000 or more, in consultation with the state. 

• The State in urbanized areas with a population of less than 500,000, in consultation 
with the MPO. 

 
NHFN is established to direct Federal resources toward improved performance of the network. By 
designating critical urban and rural freight corridors, WSDOT has the ability to extend funding 
eligibility for the FASTLANE program and freight formula program for a limited number of corridors. 

Criteria for Corridor Designation 
WSDOT formed a technical group including representatives from Southwest Regional Transportation 
Council, Spokane Regional Transportation Council, Yakima Valley Conference of Governments, and 
Puget Sound Regional Transportation Council to reach consensus on criteria for corridor designation 
and review draft maps. These criteria well reflect the FAST Act requirement, and have incorporated 
stakeholder input. 
 
Criteria for Critical Urban Freight Corridors (CUFC) include: 

• High truck volume/tonnage; 
• Close connectivity to the NHFN, major freight intermodal facilities, and large 

industrial/warehouse centers; and 
• Scalable to limit Washington’s total candidate mileage to the caps written into the FAST Act 

(CUFC mileage cap for Washington is 81.66 miles).  
 
Thresholds used to implement above criteria are: 

• Truck corridors meeting T-1and T-21  threshold; 
• Major freight intermodal facilities identified in 2014 State Freight Plan; 
• Major industrial/warehouse land meeting a minimum of 200 acre threshold for a cluster in 

close proximity, based on land use data.  
 
                                                                 
1 T-1 freight corridors are routes carrying more than 10 million tons of gross truck weight annually, T-2 
freight corridors are routes carrying 4 to 10 million tons of gross truck weight annually.  
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Criteria for Critical Rural Freight Corridors (CRFC) include: 
• High truck volume/percentage;  
• Connecting established National Highway Freight Network to large intermodal facilities; 
• Providing access to agricultural or forestry facilities, intermodal port of entry, large 

industrial/warehouse centers or significant intermodal freight facilities. 
• Scalable to limit Washington’s total candidate mileage to the caps written into the FAST Act 

(CRFC mileage cap for Washington is 163.31 miles).  
 
Thresholds used to implement above criteria are: 

• Truck corridors meeting T-1 and T-2 threshold, or rural principal arterials with a minimum of 
25% truck volume (FHWA vehicle class 8-13); 

• Major freight intermodal facilities identified in 2014 State Freight Plan; 
• Major clusters of agricultural and forestry facilities based on the concentration of facilities;  
• Major industrial/warehouse land meeting a minimum of 200 acre threshold for a cluster in 

close proximity, based on land use data.  
 
WSDOT has used above criteria as the first screening to identify potential freight corridors, and 
worked closely with MPO and RTPO partners to designate roadway sections along those corridors 
which have critical needs for improvement as well as freight-related projects to be funded in next 
four to five years.  

Schedule and Stakeholder Consultation Process  
On behalf of the state and freight stakeholders, WSDOT is submitting designated corridors by 
August 15, 2016 to FHWA for certification.  The schedule below shows the stakeholder2 consultation 
process to complete the designation.  

Contacts 
Please contact Wenjuan Zhao at 360-705-6990 or zhaow@wsdot.wa.gov if you have any questions. 
                                                                 
2 State DOTs are required to consult with MPOs for CUFC designation and State Freight Advisory 
Committee for advice and guidance.  WAFAC stands for Washington State Freight Advisory Committee. 
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