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SECTION 3 STUDIES AND COORDINATION 

What is the study area and how was it 
determined? 
The I-405 Corridor Program Final Preliminary Section 4(f) 
Evaluation3 identified potentially affected public parks, 
recreation areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic 
resources (collectively referred to as Section 4(f) resources) 
within the limits of the I-405 corridor extending from I-5 in 
Tukwila north to I-5 in Lynnwood.  For the Tukwila to Renton 
Project, the Section 4(f) evaluation was conducted at a more 
detailed project level that assessed Section 4(f) lands located 
within a quarter-mile of the proposed I-405 improvements 
between approximately I-5 and SR 169.  The precedent for 
studying 0.25 mile on each side of the freeway permits the 
identification of potential adverse effects resulting from the 
proposed project and was generally agreed upon in the I-405 
Corridor Program Final Preliminary Section 4(f) Evaluation.  

How did we collect information on the 
Section 4(f) resources? 
Additional research beyond the preliminary evaluation 
findings was completed and included site investigations at 
each potential Section 4(f) resource and coordination with the 
cities of Tukwila and Renton; King County; the Recreation and 
Conservation Office (RCO), formerly known as the 
Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation (IAC); and the 
National Park Service (NPS).  The coordination included but 
was not limited to confirmation of ownership, how and when 
the resource was acquired, historical and projected usage, and 
the managing agency's current and future plans. 

The team evaluating cultural resources surveyed all historic 
resources in the project area that predate 1965.  The year 1965 
was selected to cover all cultural resources that would be 50 or 
more years old by the time some parts of the project are built.  
Please refer to the Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Technical 
Memorandum for more detailed information on cultural 
resources. 

                                                      
3 Washington State Department of Transportation, I-405 Corridor Program 
NEPA/SEPA Final Environmental Impact Statement, 2002. 
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How did we evaluate effects on the 
Section 4(f) resources? 
We evaluate effects on Section 4(f) resources based on 
guidance contained within the FHWA Section 4(f) Policy 
Paper issued March 1, 2005; Title 23 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Section 771.135 (Section 4(f)); and the WSDOT 
Environmental Procedures Manual published in March 2006.  
These documents explain how Section 4(f) applies generally 
and to specific situations.  They are based on court decisions, 
experience, and on policies developed by FHWA and United 
States Department of Transportation (USDOT).  The policy 
paper serves as a guide for how Section 4(f) applies to 
common project situations often encountered by state 
departments of transportation.  The manual clarifies the 
required coordination and documentation procedures. 

With which agencies and persons did we 
coordinate concerning avoidance 
alternatives, effects, and measures to 
minimize harm? 
Section 4(f) requires consultation with the Department of the 
Interior and, as appropriate, the involved offices of the 
Departments of Agriculture (USDA) and Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) in developing transportation projects 
and programs which use lands protected by Section 4(f).  

Consultation with the USDA would occur whenever a project 
uses Section 4(f) land from the National Forest System.  
Consultation with the HUD would occur whenever a project 
uses Section 4(f) land for/on which certain HUD funding had 
been utilized.  Since neither of these conditions applies to the 
proposed project, consultation with USDA and HUD is not 
required. 

An evaluation of potential historic properties was prepared by 
WSDOT as part of the Cultural, Historic and Archaeological 
Technical Memorandum for this project.  This evaluation 
concluded that two historic properties identified in the 
corridor, the James Nelsen House and the Renton History 
Museum, were eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) reviewed this documentation and concurred with this 
determination. 
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WSDOT initiated coordination meetings with the RCO and the 
NPS to discuss land use issues related to Section 6(f) and 
RCFB within the Christensen Greenbelt.  

WSDOT consulted with the City of Tukwila as the agency 
with jurisdiction over the Duwamish-Green River 
Trail/Christensen Greenbelt, Duwamish-Green River Trail 
Trailhead, and the Interurban Trail to obtain agreement on 
proposed construction activities that would temporarily affect 
these three Section 4(f) resources. 

WSDOT initiated extensive coordination with the City of 
Renton to evaluate and plan the future design for Cedar River 
Park, Cedar River Trail, Liberty Park, and the Narco property.  
An agreement between WSDOT and the City of Renton 
identifies key decisions concerning avoidance and 
minimization of effects, proposed mitigation for Tukwila to 
Renton Project effects, and City-proposed master plan 
improvements for park and recreation development at each 
Section 4(f) resource.  
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