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I-073-001

Thank you. We are pleased the information presented at the open house
was useful to you.

 

I-073-002

Your comment about adding improvements to the Mukilteo Speedway is
acknowledged. WSDOT and FTA do not plan on expanding the scope of
this project beyond what has been presented in the Draft EIS.

WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on comments from the public,
agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the project's
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad•
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crossing to improve emergency access and egress

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-074-001

Details on the Mukilteo Tank Farm are provided in section 2.4 of the
Final EIS.

Thank you for your suggestions about the terminal configuration for the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The Existing Site Improvements
Alternative analyzed in the Draft and Final EIS would replace the existing
terminal with an improved multimodal facility at the current site. WSDOT
has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.
Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, which describes the design
refinements for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-074-002

The Ivar's would be displaced by the Existing Site Improvements
Alternative, but would remain with the Preferred Alternative (Elliot Point
2). As noted in the Draft EIS analysis on page 4-20, improvements may
constrain the potential for other commercial use and the potential for
development of a mixed use center as called for in City land use plans.It
is not clear whether the size of the terminal proposed under the Existing
Site Improvements Alternative would allow re-establishment of all or part
of the present restaurant use. 

 

I-074-003

Comment acknowledged. WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative and is moving forward to
complete the environmental process.
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I-075-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-076-001

Chapter 1 of the EIS provides a detailed discussion of why WSDOT is
proposing this project, including the need to meet future population and
employment growth, address unreliability, improve safety and security,
and address the deterioration of the existing facility.
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I-077-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 1. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.  This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative was also
modified to increase the holding area to 266 spaces as described in
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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I-078-001

Thank you for your comments expressing your long support for the
project and its importance to the City of Mukilteo.
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I-079-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.  This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative design is
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. The alternative now avoids
impacting the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station’s existing parking and
keeps it on the west side of the project site. Due to space constraints
and balancing all of the multimodal needs, the transit center is proposed
to be located on the east side of the project site, which is close proximity
to the ferry terminal building and commuter rail station. A continuous
walkway would be provided along the shoreline from the First Street
extension to the transit center.

Many concepts and locations were considered during the development
of alternatives as  described in the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010). 

 

I-079-002

Thank you for your suggestions. While the conceptual design for the
alternatives includes improved facilities for pedestrians and bicycles that
meet current WSDOT requirements, details such as landscaping and
amenities would continue to be developed during final design.
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I-080-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-080-002

The public hearings were scheduled based on a variety of factors,
including other public meetings in the Mukilteo area and the required
period between the date of the Draft EIS release and any hearing.

 

I-080-003

Thank you for sharing your key priorities. As described in Chapter 1, the
purpose and need is focused on meeting future demand through
improved multimodal connections. The Preferred Alternative, a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. This
will enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users.
Development around the ferry terminal and ticket pricing are separate
issues that are not addressed in the Final EIS.
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I-081-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
preference for increasing pedestrian traffic capacity only. As stated in
Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the EIS, the project is intended to
improve overall multimodal transportation and does not provide
increased vehicle capacity. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
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Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-082-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Chapter 1 of the Final EIS describes the purpose and need, including
how the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009) has
shaped the proposed project focusing on multimodal improvements
(section 1.5.1); a passenger-only ferry would not be consistent with this
plan. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS (specifically section 2.3) describes the
alternatives considered and why commuter parking is not included.

 

I-082-002

Thank you for your comments.
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I-083-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
pedestrian flow along the waterfront and to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all
users. Facility improvements such as sidewalks will be designed to meet
current WSDOT requirements.

 

I-083-002

WSDOT met with Community Transit and Everett Transit to identify their
future transit needs at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to design an adequate
transit facility for today and almost 30 years into the future. The six bus
bays would provide bus layover space (buses waiting to begin their next
run) for both existing and possible future routes. Presently, transit
providers do not have a formal location to layover. Layover is an
important aspect of providing high quality transit service. The Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and the Elliot Point 1
Alternative would provide a waterfront promenade.
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I-084-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-084-002

WSDOT and FTA agree that tribal considerations important and are
actively working with affected tribes to address any concerns.
The Preferred Alternative would not affect the areas above the culvert
and does not propose to daylight Japanese Creek during construction of
this project. However, in the future the City of Mukilteo plans to restore a
section of Japanese Creek to its previous channel and daylight the creek
along the Possession Sound shoreline, which would restore riparian and
aquatic habitat. Daylighting Japanese Creek and other creek restoration
activities would increase riparian and aquatic habitat. The City recently
added weirs to a section of the creek to allow fish access to an adjacent
wetland, which increases rearing and foraging habitat.  
Section 4.11 of the Final EIS discusses stormwater; however, final
design of the stormwater facilities is still in progress.

 

I-084-003

WSDOT met with Community Transit and Everett Transit to identify their
future transit needs at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to design an adequate
transit facility. The six bus bays would provide space for bus layover
(buses waiting to begin their next run). Presently, transit providers do not
have a formal location to layover. Layover is an important aspect of
providing high quality transit service. For the Preferred Alternative (Elliot
Point 2) and the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, a waterfront promenade would
also be provided.
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I-085-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on comments from the public, agencies and tribes,
and the alternative's ability to meet the project's purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.

 

I-085-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe,
reliable and efficient service and connections for those traveling between
Island County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond. 
For these reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building,
ferry operations and intermodal connections.

Access through Japanese Gulch was considered earlier, but was
dropped from further analysis due to extensive environmental impacts.
Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS
documents the alternatives considered but not studied further and
describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the project.
Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available
on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives.
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I-086-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-087-001

Thank you for your comments. Pavement markings need to be
consistent with standards in the Manual of Traffic Control Devices. Red
paint is not an approved color and is less visible than white paint,
especially during the nighttime.
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I-088-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would not displace Ivar's. A large supply of
overnight parking is not available today and the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight use. The Final EIS does
note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for increasing
parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make access more
convenient for some travelers.

 

I-088-002

Pedestrian ramps and sidewalks would be designed to meet current
WSDOT design standards, including standards for ADA accessibility.

 

I-088-003

Comment acknowledged. However, ticket pricing is not a component of
this project.
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I-089-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The multimodal aspect of this project is meant to help address
congestion in this area by encouraging the use of various modes of
transportation through better connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The
project is not expected to increase vehicle volumes to the ferry
compared to No-Build Alternative. Information on vehicle volumes can be
found in Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS. The Preferred
Alternative would also avoid impacts to general parking supply in
Mukilteo's central waterfront area.
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I-090-001

The Transportation Discipline Report provides a summary of collision
trends (2005 through 2009) for study area intersections. This analysis
shows that the proportion of collision severity (property damage only,
injury, and fatality) has remained similar over the last several years and
that the overall frequency of collisions in the SR 525 corridor has been in
decline.

As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6), the queue
lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-091-001

Overhead passenger loading, which allows pedestrian traffic to load and
unload concurrently with vehicular traffic, is an element of each Build
Alternative.
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I-092-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-092-002

Section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6) describes how the queue
lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-093-001

The purpose of the EIS is to identify a project that WSDOT can move
forward to implement, after satisfying the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act and the State Environmental Policy Act.  The
Draft EIS identified funding as one of the required next steps, and it is
correct that not all funding is currently in place.  WSDOT is anticipating
that a combination of state and federal funds could be used to complete
the project.  However, WSDOT would not move forward into construction
without confirming that funding is available to complete construction and
operate the facility. 

 

I-093-002

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. One of the changes that has been
incorporated into the Preferred Alternative is a relocation of the WSDOT
employee parking facility. As described in the Draft EIS section 4.3.3,
Long-Term Environmental Impacts, there were potential noise impacts to
the Losvar Condominiums and the Silver Cloud Inn, both noise-sensitive
receptors. No other impacts were identified. By moving the WSDOT
employee parking away from these sensitive receptors, noise impacts
have been eliminated. Please see section 4.3.3 in the Final EIS for the
findings of the noise analysis for this project.

 

I-093-003

Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS contains additional
information about traffic. None of the proposed alternatives would
construct a new roadway along Japanese Creek or Japanese Gulch. The
purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe, reliable
and efficient service and connections for those traveling between Island
County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond.  For these
reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building, ferry
operations, and intermodal connections.
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I-094-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-094-002

Thank you.
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I-095-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
Pedestrian ramps and sidewalks would be designed to meet current
WSDOT design standards, including standards for ADA accessibility.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-096-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-097-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar
to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see the
Final EIS for all of the information about the design refinements.

The multimodal aspect of this project is meant to help address
congestion in this area by encouraging the use of various modes of
transportation through better connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The
proposed project would not cause an increase in traffic, but rather help
address the anticipated increase in travel demand on the Mukilteo-
Clinton ferry route largely through improved multimodal connections.

The Preferred Alternative will extend First Street to the Mount Baker
railroad crossing. Ferry traffic would enter the holding area from the new
roadway. This eliminates the conflict between local and ferry traffic at the
SR 525-Front Street intersection.
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I-098-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-099-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements. Chapter 8 of
the Final EIS provides a response to the public comments requesting
parking as part of the project.

With the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, the First Avenue extension
would modify access to the Mount Baker Terminal shoreline access area
and its parking. A public access road is planned to the Mount Baker
Terminal, but the Port is waiting for the U.S. Air Force property transfer
before it undertakes this improvement.
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I-100-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1, followed by Elliot Point 2.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.

 

I-100-002

The extent to which each of the alternatives provides the potential for
mixed use commercial and residential use of the existing terminal
and holding area is discussed in the Final EIS section 4.2, Land Use. By
relocating the terminal in either Elliot Point alternative, some land could
be made available for development under the City’s mixed use zoning.
The Preferred Alternative also includes a continuous promenade along
the waterfront.
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I-101-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project,
describing the importance of the Ferry system to your business, and for
stating how a long-term closure could impact your business. WSDOT
has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. As you note, the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1 both
avoid closure and disruption of service.
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I-102-001

Comment acknowledged; however, increasing the frequency of ferry
crossings is not the purpose nor a component of this project.

 

I-102-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT
considered these comments as they went through the process of
identifying the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative for
this project. The Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a
second slip should WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it
is not part of the current project.
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I-103-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. Chapter 1, Purpose and
Need, and Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, describe how the
purpose and need influenced the choice of alternatives, and how the
WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009) influenced the
assumed design requirements. Ferries that hold 144 cars are proposed
to replace the current 124-car ferries on this route based on the Final

Long-Range Plan. Larger ferry vessels are not proposed at this time.

As discussed in section 4.9.8 of the Final EIS, the Mukilteo project team
considered the potential impacts of climate change during preliminary
design and the potential for changes in the surrounding natural
environment. The current projected medium change in Puget Sound sea
level is 13 inches by 2100, with a range of 6 inches to 50 inches (Mote et
al. 2008). Overall, recent studies appear to be converging on projected
increases in the range of 2 to 4 feet, which has been taken into account
by project design engineers.

The Preferred Alternative extends First Street and increases the
vehicle holding area. Queues would also be shortened by optimizing
transaction time at toll booths and when all four toll booths are open.

We appreciate your detailed diagram. Reconfiguring SR 525 near Paine
Field would be considered as a separate project from the multimodal
facilities by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo. Many concepts and
locations for the ferry terminal were considered during the development
of alternatives as described in the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010).

Section 4.2, Land Use, of the Final EIS describes how the project
alternatives respond to the City's plans for revitalizing its waterfront and
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improving environmental functions, including how the alternatives
address the City's Shoreline Management Plan requirements. The
Preferred Alternative includes a continuous walkway along the shoreline
from the First Street extension to the Transit Center.
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I-104-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-104-002

All of the build alternatives include one slip, with the ability to
accommodate construction of a second slip in the future, as a separate
project.  As the percent of sailings that are at capacity increases, a
second slip will be evaluated. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a
description of the alternatives.

 

I-104-003

Thank you for your comment. As you note, impacts occur when projects
are built. WSDOT and FTA will avoid, minimize, or mitigate
environmental impacts related to this project depending on the impact
and what is feasible or necessary.

 

I-104-004

The Preferred Alternative (a modified version of the Elliot Point 2) would
provide the most opportunity to incorporate features into the terminal
design to reflect the cultural and historic significance of the project area
to Native American tribes. Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final
EIS describes the tribal coordination efforts for this project. This
alternative would also avoid displacing Ivar's.
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I-105-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-105-002

WSDOT has been developing alternatives for the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project since the beginning of the NEPA/SEPA process in 2004. Moving
the Mukilteo ferry terminal out of Mukilteo was considered but not carried
forward for evaluation in the EIS. A summary of the alternative
development process can be found in Appendix E, Alternatives No
Longer Considered.

 

I-105-003

Thank you for sharing your idea. The Preferred Alternative was modified
to increase the holding area as described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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I-106-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project
and identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative have been identified
to further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
impacts, or improve other benefits. The overall footprint of the Preferred
Alternative remains similar to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the
Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about
the design refinements.

 

I-106-002

Creosote-treated piles from the tank farm would be removed as part of
the terminal demolition activity for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-106-003

The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal connections for
rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will enhance the
usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. 

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street to an intersection
with the Mount Baker railroad crossing, which would improve emergency
access and egress. The intersection to the crossing would also be
designed to serve non-motorized users as well as general purpose
vehicles, consistent with the City of Mukilteo’s plan to open the Mount
Baker railroad crossing to general-purpose traffic when the Port of
Everett completes an access road leading to the Mount Baker Terminal
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and the terminal’s public shoreline access area. Chapter 3,
Transportation, as well as the Transportation Discipline Report for the
Final EIS provide information about traffic conditions and analysis in the
project area.
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I-107-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project
identifying your preference for keeping the terminal at its current location.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-108-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-108-002

Impacts of proposed lighting are discussed in the Draft and Final EIS
section 4.4 Visual Quality, Aesthetics, and Light and Glare. The extent of
existing light sources in the area are discussed in section 4.4.2 Affected
Environment. Light impacts from the No-Build and Existing Site
Improvements alternatives would be similar to existing conditions. The
Elliot Point 1 and 2 Alternatives add lighting to an area with current low
light levels. The analysis and discussion of visual impacts and mitigation
for the alternatives has been updated in the Final EIS section 4.4.3,
Long-Term Environmental Impacts.

 

I-108-003

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street to an intersection
with the Mount Baker railroad crossing, which would improve emergency
access and egress. The intersection to the crossing would also be
designed to serve non-motorized users as well as general purpose
vehicles, consistent with the City of Mukilteo’s plan to open the Mount
Baker railroad crossing to general-purpose traffic when the Port of
Everett completes an access road leading to the Mount Baker Terminal
and the terminal’s public shoreline access area. 

 

I-108-004

WSDOT is not proposing a roadway along Japanese Gulch as part of the
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proposed alternatives. Access through Japanese Gulch was considered
earlier, but was dropped from further analysis due to extensive
environmental impacts. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered,
in the Final EIS documents the alternatives considered but not studied
further and describes the screening evaluation measures and results for
the project. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010
and available on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the
project's development of concepts and alternatives.
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I-109-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for
Existing Site Improvements. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Issues related to existing
safety and operations deficiencies on the SR 525 corridor would be
considered as a separate issue by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo.
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I-110-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. While this
alternative would reduce the ferry queue along SR 525 during peak
travel times, it does not re-route ferry traffic off of the state route. The
Preferred Alternative moves the ferry terminal to the Mukilteo Tank
Farm, as a result the existing terminal would be available for another use
consistent with the City's adopted plans and other applicable regulations.
Issues related to existing safety and operations deficiencies on the
SR 525 corridor would be considered as a separate issue by WSDOT
and the City of Mukilteo.
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I-111-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-111-002

Comment noted. The Final EIS contains updated environmental
information and analysis as the project design continues to develop for
this project.
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