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What is Safety? 

• Do we all have the same vision of what  Safety 
means? 

• The State of Washington has defined safety as the 
reduction in severity and frequency of collisions with 
primary emphasis on fatal and serious collisions 
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2010 New Priority Rankings 

Priority One Areas 
for 2010  

Percent of Total 
Deaths, 2006-2008 

Impaired Driving 47.7% 

Speeding 40.2% 

Run off the Road 
Collisions*  41.8% 

*Moved up from Priority Level Two in last edition of Target Zero 



2010 New Priority Rankings 
Priority Two Areas  

for 2010  
Percent of Total Fatalities 

2006-2008 

Young Drivers (ages 16-25)*  
18.4% (ages 16-20) 
20.7% (ages 21-25) 

Total: 37.9%** 

Unrestrained Occupants 29.0% 

Distracted Drivers*  29.0% 

Intersection Related 20.6% 

Traffic Data Systems n/a 

*Moved up from Priority Level Three in last edition of Target Zero 

** Percentages do not add up perfectly because some collisions involved drivers from both age groups. 



2010 New Priority Rankings 

Priority Three Areas  
for 2010  

Percent of Total 
Deaths 

2006-2008 
Unlicensed Drivers 20.4% 

Opposite Direction Multi-vehicle 18.7% 

Motorcyclists 13.0% 
Pedestrians 11.5% 

Heavy Trucks 11.5% 
Emergency Medical Services n/a 
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Note: Percentages in the diagram represent the percentage of all 1,725 fatalities for 2006-2008 



Safety Stewardship 

 This is not about performance at any cost 
 This is about positioning transportation agencies so 

they can achieve the potential for the largest 
possible return in safety with limited funding 

 WSDOT uses a standard-based decision making 
approach with tiered alternatives 

 We are looking for lower cost alternatives that 
address the identified need 

  WSDOT BUILDS ITS PRIORITIES TO GET MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE 
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Incremental Benefit-driven Decision Making 

• Efficiency – Are we getting the biggest bang for the buck? 
• Effectiveness - Does it work as planned? 

Nominal/Full 
Standards 



ICAT Advantages 

• Quick results 
• Minimal Training 
• Based on historic collision data 
• Visual 
• Focus on fatal and serious collisions 
• First step in understanding collision patterns 
• Provides starting point for conversation with 

traffic engineers 
 



SR 155 – Nespelem Vicinity 







SR 510 – Nisqually Vicinity 







SR 101 – Chicken Coop Road Vicinity 







Questions? Or Help 

Contact:  Faris Al-Memar 
System Analysis & Planning Manager 
Washington State Dept of Transportation 
almemaf@wsdot.wa.gov 
360-705-7956 

mailto:almemaf@wsdot.wa.gov
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