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WSDOT supported 
renovation of Arboretum 
Waterfront Trail and 
boardwalk  to Foster Island

Coordination of trails and 
viewpoints with Arboretum 
north entry design

Shared-use overcrossing 
provides efficient and safe 
connections from transit to 
UW, Burke Gilman Trail

Community-requested
shared-use path on 
bridge

Coordination with community 
Neighborhood Greenways 
groups  and Seattle bicycle and 
pedestrian masterplanning to 
ensure good connections to and 
from project area

Washington 
Park 

Arboretum

Proposed pedestrian-only ADA  
path and recreation court activates 
underbridge area for safety and 
provides connections to bus stops 
and Montlake Playfield Portage Bay 

Bridge

Portage Bay 
Bridge

14-foot wide regional shared-use 
path provides new east-west 
connection across Lake 
Washington with belvederes with 
interpretive signage and space for 
viewing, resting and turn arounds

East Montlake lid undercrossing 
completes Arboretum Waterfront 
Trail planning and provides 
shared-use connections to 
Arboretum, lid transit and UW

Continued coordination with City of 
Seattle, King County Metro, UW, Sound 
Tranist and other stakeholders to explore 
design opportunities for bicycle, 
pedestrian and transit improvements on 
Montlake Boulevard 

Bill Dawson Trail undercrossing 
improved with 14-foot wide path, 
ADA-accessible grade, higher 
vertical clearance, gentler curve 
for better sight lines and safety

Enhanced hand-carried boat 
launch connected by new 
paths for improved water 
access and recreation

Regional shared-use path 
connects to transit area and 
Bill Dawson Trail without 
crossing vehicular traffic

Enhanced landscaped 
shared-use path on west 
side of lid provides visual 
relief and separation from 
vehicles

Enhanced shared-use crossing at 
Roanoke separates users from vehicle 
edge with widened bridge and provides 
visual relief with plantings as part of 
Lake Union to Portage Bay movements

WSDOT shoreline permit 
requirement to support completion 
of Montlake Playfield master plan 
path and boardwalk 

Lid paths provide a variety of 
experiences and connections 
for strolling, commuting

community requested 
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pedestrian-only path/route
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SR 520 Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit and Water Network Synthesis

Description

Partnering to Connect the Gaps between Seattle’s Neighborhoods, Parks and Activity Centers

Access and mobility
� Mobility between and through neighborhoods with convenient travel options 

and routes

� Access to all levels, abilities and needs through best practices and 
compliance with Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requirements

� Capacity for current and future non-motorized traffic volumes

Health and safety
� Safe and interesting cycling and walking routes to attract the most 

users for recreation and health and activate bridge undercrossing areas

� Reduction of potential conflicts among cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles by 
separation, path widening, separation from vehicles and signage to prevent accidents and promote 
traffic calming

� Promoting commute-trip  reduction (CTR) ,  congestion, and greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction

Character and clarity
� Building connections to and through green open space networks 

which can support multiple uses

� Use of paths to activate open spaces and lids, and make easy connections to 
activity centers

� Clear wayfinding (good signage) to promote cycling and walking as an everyday activity 
for travel

Design Goals
Seattle has a vibrant and growing bicycle and pedestrian network. Existing 
routes help people to connect safely and efficiently to work, home, parks and other activity centers. The 
SR 520 regional  shared-use path will improve mobility in the local and regional 
network by filling gaps in the network with a major new east/west non-motorized 
link between Redmond and Seattle. Through the Seattle Community Design Process, we worked 
closely with diverse stakeholders to analyze existing non-motorized infrastructure and improve the 
efficiency, safety and experience of the SR 520 regional shared-use path and its connections to the 
local Seattle network.  These stakeholders include: City of Seattle, Seattle Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Boards, Cascade Bicycle Club, Seattle Neighborhood Greenways, King County Metro, and 
the University of Washington.
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Roanoke Historic 
District

Through the SCDP work, the SR 520 project worked with stakeholders to identify critical issues:
• Provide improved and more direct routes for all users (pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users)
• Provide multiple connections that accommodate for all levels, abilities and needs such as daily 

commuters and neighborhood users
• Provide safe and clear connections through underbridge areas 
• Reduce area for conflict between pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicles
• Use pathways to activate spaces
• Continue to identify routes that need more exploration

The SR 520 non-motorized planning process established ambitious formal goals for non-motorized 
connections. Stakeholder input has helped to refine these goals. Moving forward, these goals will 
guide design and serve as a catalyst for future non-motorized planning and improvements.
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