Balancing interests and values at stake for projects on US 2

Balancing all of the interests and values at stake is an e Environmental considerations

important step to ensuring that funded and implemented Environmental effects will need to be identified and
projects result in cost-effective transportation improvements considered as each project receives funding. Unique
that benefit communities and successfully address safety terrain along US 2, including steep slopes, wetlands and
and traffic concerns. the adjacent Skykomish River, means that coordination
with environmental groups and other state agencies will
be necessary to minimize each project’s effect on the
environment and to obtain required permits.

e Funding
The cost to implement all of the projects identified in
the US 2 Route Development Plan will be substantial.
Securing funding will also be a challenge given the
limited resources available for transportation projects in
Washington state.

o Tribes
The US 2 project area includes land of the Tulalip,
Snoqualmie, Samish and Yakama Tribes. Government-
to-government consultation will continue between
WSDOT and these tribes as projects are planned and
implemented.

» Key stakeholders
Working with the US 2 Safety Coalition, bicycle
groups, the recreational community, local agency
representatives, and others will be critical through the
design and development phases of identified projects.

US 2 Route Development Plan timeline

2005 -« Conducted local agency interviews
* Public outreach and data collection began

2006 - Existing conditions report completed
« First round of open houses hosted
« Design charrette with local representatives
* Local representatives reviewed list of draft
improvement projects
« Second round of open houses hosted
* Local representatives prioritized and endorsed

improvement projects . .
P pro) More information:

2007 e« Spring: Draft US 2 Route Development Plan available for
review by local agency representatives
* Fall; Publish final US 2 Route Development Plan

Project Web site:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/us2/rdp

Richard Warren

Next + Solicit funding for project design, right of way acquisition,
Steps  and environmental review
* Finalize project design and continue to solicit input from
the public and key stakeholders

WSDOT Urban Planning Office
401 2nd Avenue South, Suite 300
Seattle, WA 98104

206-464-1283

+ Move forward with project construction warrenr@wsdot.wa.gov

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals requiring reasonable accommodations may request written materials in alternate
formats, sign language interpreters, physical accessibility accommodations, or other reasonable accommodations by contacting Richard Warren at
206-464-1283. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact the event sponsor through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1

Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds
of race, color, national origin and sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection
has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact
OEO's Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098.
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US 2 Route Development Plan

WSDOT and local partners identify
projects to improve safety and address
congestion on US 2

The Washington State Department of Transportation
(WSDOT) worked closely with the US 2 Corridor Working
Group (CWG) to develop and prioritize a list of 56 projects
to enhance safety and reduce congestion along a 47-mile
stretch of US 2 between Snohomish and Skykomish. The
projects, which were endorsed by the CWG, are based

on technical analysis conducted by WSDOT staff and
consultants, as well as ideas from commuters, recreational
users, local residents and staff from jurisdictions along the
US 2 corridor. The projects are also rooted in the CWG'’s
adopted vision and goals for the US 2 corridor: safety first,
no “throw away” projects and create a 20-year vision for the
corridor.

Proposed projects include low-cost improvements such as
rumble strips to reduce cross over collisions and new turn
lanes to reduce rear-end collisions. Larger projects are also
included in the route development plan to meet the traffic
demands of a growing population. They include the Monroe
bypass and widening sections of US 2 between Snohomish
and Gold Bar.

How much will these projects cost?

WSDOT estimates these 56 projects could cost over $1
billion in 2006 dollars. Route development plans provide the
preliminary analysis to identify and prioritize projects, but they
do not include enough engineering or design work to result

in thorough cost estimates. Without information like material
quantities, property acquisition costs or future inflation rates
we can not be certain about the final project costs.

Next steps: obtain funding

Of the 56 projects identified, 55 are not currently funded

for construction. Given the existing demands for funding

for other transportation projects in Washington state, it

was important for the local communities to agree on and
prioritize congestion and safety projects on US 2 that may be
implemented as funding becomes available. The US 2 Route
Development Plan is an important first step toward obtaining
funding for improvement projects.
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US 2 Route Development Plan study area

What is the corridor working group?

The US 2 Corridor Working Group is comprised
of agency representatives from Snohomish,
Monroe, Sultan, Gold Bar, Index, Skykomish,
Snohomish and King counties, Community
Transit, the Puget Sound Regional Council,
and WSDOT. The corridor working group

was formed to advise WSDOT on the needs,
priorities, and potential improvements for US 2.

Local input helps shape the plan.

The US 2 Route Development Plan benefited
from the involvement of communities along US
2. In June and December of 2006, WSDOT
hosted open houses to share information on
the US 2 study area and gather feedback from
the community. During the summer of 2006,
WSDOT attended six local fairs and talked to
over 1,600 people. Users of US 2 identified
areas where they felt safety and congestion are
major problems and provided feedback on the
types of projects that would best address these
issues.

What is a route development plan?

A route development plan is the first step
towards obtaining funding for highway
improvement projects. The route development
plan identifies existing and emerging problems
and proposes specific improvements to be
implemented over the next 20 years.



Segment 1: Snohomish to west Monroe

What are the problems in this segment?

e Population growth: Snohomish experienced a 34
percent growth in population between 1990 and 2005.

¢ Increased congestion: Due to the population increase,
the number of vehicles that travel between Snohomish
and Monroe each day increased by 172 percent
between 1990 and 2006.

« Safety concerns: With more drivers on the road,
safety has become a major concern. Between January
1999 and October 2006, 430 collisions occurred in this
segment. Thirty percent of the collisions were rear-end
collisions, 38 involved alcohol use and six collisions
resulted in eight fatalities.

What is the future vision for Snohomish to west
Monroe?
Individual projects will build towards the future vision of a

four-lane limited access highway with a median barrier and
full shoulders.

Segment 2. Monroe

What are the problems in this segment?

e Population growth: Monroe experienced a 272 percent
growth in population between 1990 and 2005.

¢ Increased congestion: Due to the population increase,
the number of vehicles that travel through Monroe each
day increased by 81 percent between 1990 and 2006.

e Safety concerns: With more drivers on the road, safety
has become a major concern. Between January 1999
and October 2006, 1,247 collisions occurred in this
segment. Fifty-four percent of the collisions were rear-
end collisions, 61 involved alcohol use and five collisions
resulted in five fatalities.

What is the future vision for Monroe?

Individual projects will build towards the future vision of a
four-lane highway with turn lanes, two five-foot bicycle lanes
and improved sidewalks. The vision also includes a bypass
around Monroe, proposed as a two-phased project.

How will projects address safety and congestion?

e Adedicated bicycle lane and sidewalk improvements will
separate pedestrians and bicyclists from other traffic.

¢ New left-turn lanes will help provide safe access to
businesses along the highway through Monroe.

Everett
o P
Snohomish\

Sultan o
&

Gold Bar
®

Monroe Index
(]

Skykomish
® °

How will projects address safety and congestion?

A median barrier will help reduce the risk of head on
collisions.

Intersection improvements will help reduce the risk of
sideswipe collisions by adding lanes for merging and
turning.

Additional lanes will help reduce collisions that result
from last minute lane changes.

Limiting access to and from US 2 and making
intersection improvements will help to keep traffic
moving at chokepoints.

Full shoulders will provide space for vehicles to pull off
the highway and not block through traffic.
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The bypass will help relieve the congestion on US 2
through Monroe by providing an alternate route for
traffic.

Specific intersection improvements, including right
turn lanes and holding lanes, will also help keep traffic
moving.

Segment 3: east Monroe to east Gold Bar

What are the problems in this segment?

e Population growth: Sultan and Gold Bar experienced
an 89 percent and 93 percent growth in population
between 1990 and 2005, respectively.

¢ Increased congestion: Due to the population increase,
the number of vehicles that travel on US 2 through
Sultan and Gold Bar each day increased by 92 percent
and 50 percent between 1990 and 2006, respectively.

e Safety concerns: With more drivers on the road,
safety has become a major concern. Between January
1999 and October 2006, 774 collisions occurred in this
segment. Forty-two percent of the collisions were rear-
end collisions, 83 involved alcohol use and 11 collisions
resulted in 12 fatalities.

What is the future vision for east Monroe to east
Gold Bar?

Individual projects will build towards the future vision of

a four-lane highway with a four-foot median rumble strip,
full shoulders with rumble strips and roundabouts at select
intersections.

Segment 4: east Gold Bar to east Skykomish

What are the problems in this segment?

e Weekend congestion: While the population and
weekday traffic have been relatively stable for the past
15 years in this segment, the number of vehicles that
travel on US 2 near Skykomish varies from 6,500 on
weekdays to 17,500 on weekends.

e Safety concerns: Between January 1999 and October
2006, 403 collisions occurred in this segment. Thirty-
three involved alcohol use and eight of the collisions
resulted in eight fatalities. The majority of collisions in
this segment involved vehicles colliding with objects on
the side of the roadway.

What is the future vision for east Gold Bar to

east Skykomish?

Individual projects will build towards the future vision of a
two-lane highway with a four-foot centerline rumble strip and
full eight-foot shoulders. Improved lighting, turn pockets, and
additional passing lanes are also recommended. The future
vision includes widening or replacing bridges.

How will projects address safety and
congestion?

< Drivers will experience better visibility as a result of
improved lighting.
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How will projects address safety and
congestion?

« Rumble strips will help reduce the number of head-on
and run-off-the-road collisions.

e Full shoulders will allow disabled vehicles to pull
completely off of the highway.

« Roundabouts will help calm traffic and allow local traffic
safe access to US 2.

« Roundabouts will help keep traffic moving and full
shoulders will allow stalled and disabled vehicles to pull
out of traffic.
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e Turn pockets will help separate traffic waiting to turn
from through traffic.

* Full shoulders and passing lanes will allow slower or
disabled vehicles to pull out of the way to allow through
traffic to pass safely.

» Additional passing lanes will help maintain traffic flow
and provide room for trucks to safely climb steep
grades.




