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WSDOT will continue to work with the businesses in the project vicinity

to minimize impacts during construction.  When completed, the project

will provide better connections for freight and improve safety.  Economic

conditions are discussed in Chapter 3 Question 3, Chapter 4 Question 9,

and the Economics Technical Memorandum in Appendix G of the EA. 

Attachment 4 of this FONSI lists mitigation commitments.
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The NEPA EA was adopted by WSDOT for SEPA on July 28, 2008 for a

Determination of Non-Significance.
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As described on page 35 of the EA, the design of the S. Holgate Street

to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project is not dependent on and

does not constrain any of the feasible alternatives under discussion for

the central waterfront portion of SR 99.  Replacing this portion of the

existing structure will improve public safety by reducing the area at risk

during an earthquake and providing a facility with wider lanes and

improved geometry.  This project also makes important improvements to

mobility of traffic on SR 99 traveling to and from south downtown Seattle

and freight traffic traveling between Port of Seattle terminals and

intermodal railyards.  These benefits are all independent of any

reasonable modifications to SR 99 along the central waterfront.  North of

S. Royal Brougham Way, where the mainline rises from at-grade to meet

the existing structure, is a transitional section that may be modified

depending on the final central waterfront configuration.  This is a

relatively small portion of the overall project.  Construction of temporary

facilities is common and necessary with transportation projects where

providing continuous service is necessary to support the traveling public

and local economies. 
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Appendix B of the EA listed potential mitigation measures for this project

for review and comment by interested parties.  Attachment 4 of this

FONSI lists mitigation commitments. These commitments will be used as

the basis for permit conditions and requirements included in contract

documents and hence are fully enforceable by WSDOT.
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It is normal practice for an EA to address one build and one no-build

alternative.  Recognizing the history and range of issues involved here,

the EA provides an entire chapter describing other alternatives that have

been considered in this area and how the proposed project was

developed.  As described on page 35 of the EA, this project is

independent of any feasible alternative under discussion for the central

waterfront portion of SR 99. 

 

B-002-006

As described on pages 26 and 27 of the EA, a retrofit or rebuild would

not provide a long-term cost-effective alternative. The south portion of

the structure is seismically deficient, at the end of its design life, and

does not meet current design standards.  Studies supporting this

conclusion are cited in the EA and available for review at the project

office. 
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