
 
 
Examples of Guiding Principles: 
 
 

1. Washington’s public transportation system is an essential component of local, state 
and national economies and must be sustained.   Washington’s communities depend on 
their ability to access Washington State’s public transportation system to move people 
safely. 

 
2. Washington State’s public transportation system includes urban and rural services, 
commuter and community routes, transit services for the general public as well as for 
individuals with special needs.  Furthermore, decisions about Washington’s public 
transportation system should be considered in the context of local, regional and state 
impacts. 

 
3. It will take strong partnerships to effectively address the challenges facing 
Washington’s public transportation system.  Partnerships are critical to the success of the 
system and shall be developed and maintained between the providers of public 
transportation services, the business community, local, regional and tribal governments, 
educational institutions, Washington State, and the Federal Transit Administration. 

 
4. To safeguard Washington State’s public transportation system for future generations, 
the state must address multiple challenges in a timely manner including: capacity 
exacerbated by growing demand, delayed maintenance, incompatible land use, funding, 
safety, and the special needs of small communities. 

 
5. Though Washington’s public transportation system provides significant economic 
benefit to the State, it currently suffers from a significant funding shortfall leading to 
deferred maintenance that will cost even more to address over the long run. As a 
component of the overall transportation system within the state, funding mechanisms 
must be considered and funding sources identified which equitably take into account the 
revenue and benefit derived from public transportation activities. 

 
6. The public investment in the public transportation system can be maximized by first 
making the best use of our current assets. Enhancement and expansion of the system must 
consider environmental and social impacts upon communities and the state.  

 
7. Washington’s public transportation system should be planned to coordinate with other 
transportation modes to assure effective, efficient, and complementary transportation 
options for people and goods. 

 
8.   What else? 

 


