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DECEMBER 2010 COMMENT SUMMARY

Introduction
The Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program received 157 comments in
December 2010.

Comment format and origin

Total comments = 157

B E-mails

B Website

® Phone/Hotline

B Community briefings

m Other

Comment categories

We have seven comment categories: transportation, design/construction, economic, transit,
environmental/public safety, structures/locations and fieldwork. Each comment submitted is
categorized by the content of the message. Please note that some comments fit into more than
one category, while others do not fit into any of the categories. The bullet points below were
taken from the December comments.

Transportation:
This category includes comments related to traffic, connections/circulation, pedestrians and
bicycles. In December, there were 25 comments in this category. Below is a sampling.
e Why isn’t the proposed bored tunnel designed with three lanes in each direction?
e Will losing the viaduct’s mid-town ramps make it harder to get into downtown?



e | am very concerned about increased traffic in lower Queen Anne.

e Will you restrict or prohibit truck traffic on Mercer Street?

e |[sthere a way to prevent the railroads from blocking traffic during rush hour?

e How would pedestrian access from the waterfront to Pike Place Market be
accommodated?

Design/Construction:

This category includes comments related to construction, urban design, the seawall and
engineering. In December, there were 32 comments in this category. Below is a sampling.
e Would the new Alaskan Way be in the current footprint of the viaduct?

e Who is doing construction to widen the SR 99 bridge over Mercer Street?
e Will you accommodate bicycles throughout construction?
e How will south end replacement construction impact |-5?
e Whatis the new proposed diameter of the bored tunnel?

Economic:
This category includes comments related to cost, funding, property value/acquisition and tolls.
In December, there were 12 comments in this category. Below is a sampling.

e |sthe cost and tolling summary report for the Legislature available?

e s there funding for the Mercer West project?

e Will the proposed bored tunnel be tolled?

e As for project funding, what are the specific federal sources?

Transit:
This category includes comments related to transit, such as light rail and buses. In December,
there was one comment in this category.

e Will the County add express bus service from north Greenlake to downtown?

Environmental/Public Safety:
This category includes comments related to noise issues, public safety, earthquakes and visual
quality. In December, there were 14 comments in this category. Below is a sampling.
e Will there be a separate environmental process for the new Alaskan Way?
e Do you have a measure of the relative noise reduction on the waterfront after the
viaduct is removed?
e Why is there not a no-action alternative in the 2010 Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Statement?
e Would the bored tunnel have refuge areas?
e Would hazardous materials be restricted from the new S. Atlantic Street
overcrossing, and East Marginal Way S. overcrossing?
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Structures/Location:
This category includes comments related to historic structures and districts, portals, stadiums
and neighborhoods. In December, there were 11 comments in this category. Below is a
sampling.

e Who makes the ultimate decision to retrofit or demolish the Western Building?

e Areyou going to fill in the Battery Street Tunnel?

e How would the changes in access from SR 99 affect the Pike Place Market?

e Canyou tell us what the plans are for parking in Pioneer Square?

Fieldwork:
This category includes comments related to geotechnical drilling, utility surveying and building
surveys for the proposed bored tunnel. In December, there were no comments in this category.

Outreach events
Outreach events provide another way to gather feedback about the program. The feedback
from these events is summarized separately, and summaries are available upon request.

Community briefings
The program team attended 13 community briefings in December.

e Dec. 1: Pioneer Square Preservation Board

e Dec. 1: AgForestry Leadership Seminar

e Dec. 1: Pike Place Market PDA

e Dec. 7: Starbucks employees

e Dec. 8: University of Washington guest lecture

e Dec. 8: Pioneer Square Preservation Board—Architectural Review Committee
e Dec. 9: Freight Mobility Advisory Committee

e Dec. 9: Downtown District Council

e Dec. 9: South Lake Union Community Council and South Lake Union Chamber of
Commerce

e Dec. 9: Uptown Alliance

e Dec. 13: Windermere in West Seattle

e Dec. 15: Pioneer Square Preservation Board

e Dec. 29: Pioneer Square Preservation Board—Architectural Review Committee

Public meetings and hearings

The program team held two public events in December.
e Dec. 14: SR 99 Limited Access Hearing
e Dec. 16: Pioneer Square Neighborhood Meeting

Fairs and festivals
The program team attended no fairs and festivals in December.
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