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National Hybrid, Electric, and Plug-in Vehicle Sales: Sales of all vehicles, including 
hybrids, electrics, and plug-ins, were strong in July. July did not set sales records, but 
sales were still good, according to the statistics at HybridCars.com. Hybrids sales were 
up in July over June by 13.4%, while the automotive market as a whole was only up by 
1%. On the other hand, hybrid sales declined by 2.2% from July 2013, while the total 
market increased compared to July a year ago. Hybrids improved on the overall share of 
the market, selling 3.11% of all vehicles in July and 3.33% for 2014. Toyota’s three Prii 
took 43% of the hybrid market, while Toyota commanded 67.79% of the market. Ford’s 
Fusion made the top ten hybrids in position number 4, the Hyundai Sonata was 5, the 
Ford C-Max was 7, and the Honda Accord was 10. The other six in the top 10 were 
Toyotas.  
 
 GM’s Volt led the plug-in market with 35.19% of the market, while the Prius 
Plug-in took second with 23.89%. Ford had the next two entries, with the Fusion and C-
Max selling 21.36% and 14.48%, respectively. Along with the Cadillac version of the 
Volt, GM edged Ford for 38.47% of the plug-in market, compared to Ford’s 35.84%. 
Plug-ins accounted for 0.4% of the total new car market. 
 
 Nissan’s Leaf dominated the electric car sector with 53.03%, while Tesla came in 
a distant second at 24.59%. Electric cars accounted for 0.4% of the market. Combined 
with plug-ins and hybrids, this group of vehicles made up 3.91% of new car sales.  
 
HYBRIDS 
   
 The University of California, Davis, known to its friends and alumni as UC Davis 
(no hyphens or commas), has developed a handy little website that lets you compare your 
car to several hybrid or electric alternatives. The Electric Vehicle Explorer asks you to 
enter your address and the address you commute to, then asks questions about if there are 
chargers available, how long you can park at the charger, and how much charging costs. 

mailto:smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.hybridcars.com/july-2014-dashboard/
http://gis.its.ucdavis.edu/evexplorer/
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The web site then calculates the annual energy costs for your current automobile 
compared to the other vehicles you want to look at. Give it a look.   
 
 Rhode Island hybrid and electric vehicle owners can get a special license plate 
that identifies their vehicles as hybrid or electric vehicles, The Valley Breeze (Seoane, 
August 6, 2014) blows. Ostensibly, the license plate is for the protection of first 
responders, and allows them to easily identify a vehicle that could pose an electrical 
danger; however, the plate is optional. When a car buyer buys a new hybrid or electric, 
the plate is available at no extra charge, but if an owner of a currently registered vehicle 
wants a new plate for his or her vehicle, a fee is charged. We may be going out on a limb 
here, but if the plate was really for the safety of first responders, shouldn’t it be 
mandatory?  Just asking. 
 
 Short Lonesome Highway:1 Volvo’s 
Mack Trucks and Siemens are building a 
mile-long test eHighway for drayage trucks 
operating at the Ports of Los Angeles in 
Long Beach, Fleet Owner (Kilcarr, August 6, 
2014) reports. The diesel-electric hybrid 
trucks would work like electric trolleys with 
overhead cable systems. Siemens and Scania 
are working on a similar system in Europe, 
although the Siemens photo (right) shows a 
Mercedes truck. The trucks can operate 
independently off the overhead wires. Check out the slide show at Fleet Owner. In a 
follow-up report, Fleet Owner (Kilcarr, August 13, 2014) wrote that the trucks using the 
system can hook up and unhook from the overhead system whenever the driver wants 
too. 
 
 London’s Mayor Boris Johnson introduced a plan that requires hybrid buses and 
taxis to run electric-only in specific sections of London, the Daily Mail (Glanfield, July 
30, 2014) sends. The plan uses a technology called “geo-fencing” that will automatically 
switch hybrid taxis and buses to electric-only mode. The plan was explained at a news 
conference where it was also announced that London taxis have to be hybrid by 2018.  
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
 “Blow, Ye Winds:”2 An article in Canada’s The Globe and Mail (Tertzakian, July 
30, 2014) likens the development of electric cars to the development of coal-fired 

                                         
1 With apologies to James Hendricks, “Long Lonesome Highway,” 1970, released on Michael Park, Long 
Lonesome Highway (LP), MGM Records, 1970. 
2 Traditional, “Blow, Ye Winds,” Songs of American Sailormen, Joanna C. Colcord, ed., New York: W. W. 
Norton, 1938.  

© 2012 Siemens www.seimens.com/press 

http://www.valleybreeze.com/2014-08-06/woonsocket-north-smithfield/state-creates-new-plates-electric-vehicles#.U-Pxg6Pn91M
http://fleetowner.com/running-green/trucks-electric-freight-trolleys?NL=FO-01&Issue=FO-01_20140806_FO-01_46&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1480354&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_3#slide-3-field_images-132781
http://fleetowner.com/running-green/trucks-electric-freight-trolleys?NL=FO-01&Issue=FO-01_20140806_FO-01_46&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1480354&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_3#slide-3-field_images-132781
http://fleetowner.com/blog/rolling-down-electric-highway?NL=FO-01&Issue=FO-01_20140813_FO-01_398&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1481605&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_5
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2710429/Taxis-buses-electric-automatically-Britain-s-polluted-streets-Boris-orders-hi-tech-hybrid-vehicles-London.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-resources/the-parallels-between-electric-cars-and-19th-century-steamships/article19849107/
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steamships in the 19th Century. The first oceanic steamers were hybrids: they used a 
combination of sail and steam. The vessels could not carry enough coal to fire the steam 
engines on long voyages and there was no certainty that there would be coal at the next 
port, so these ships still depended on sail power. Eventually coaling stations were 
established around the globe (mostly in British colonial outposts) and steamships were 
able to lose the sails. We can compare this, the author says, to the development of, first 
the hybrid car, and then, with a sufficient infrastructure, the fully electric car.   
  
 Reading the general press and specialized media as we do, we find many 
explanations why electric vehicles are selling or are not selling, as the case may be. 
Wards Auto Dealer (Murphy, July 28, 2014) explains some of the failure of electric 
vehicles to sell: dealership personnel. To be specific, sales people, according to the 
article, “aren’t well trained or motivated to sell them.” It seems that the customers 
interested in electric cars are more knowledgeable than the sales staff. Dealerships also 
don’t have electric vehicles on the lot or don’t have enough of them to show prospective 
customers. And sales people often try to steer buyers to other cars.   
 
 We are not surprised that owners of electric cars and plug-in hybrids behave 
differently. A survey conducted by Morpace, Inc (Burke, Automotive News, August 8, 
2014), found that 90% of electric vehicle owners own their own charging station, while 
only half the plug-in hybrid owners do. When using public chargers, the two groups 
behave differently as well. Electric car owners only charge when they need to, while 
plug-in hybrid owners charge whenever they find an open charger. Electric cars can take 
hours to fully charge, while a plug-in hybrid, which does not have as much capacity as an 
electric, does not take as long.  
 
 September 15-21 is National Drive Electric Week. There are events scheduled all 
over the country. For events near you, consult the National Drive Electric Week website. 
Activities are scheduled in Issaquah, Steilacoom, and Wenatchee here in Washington 
State. The closest event to our offices high atop the Washington State Department of 
Transportation Headquarters Building in Olympia is at Sunnyside Beach in Steilacoom at 
the picnic Pavilion. The festivities begin at Noon, Saturday, September 20 and run until 
3:00 P.M. Nothing extravagant is planned. From 12:00 to 12:20 participants will 
assemble in the parking lot for a group photo of electric vehicles and their owners. After 
the photo session, participants will enjoy a pot luck picnic (yes, bring your own food). 
Organizers will have a grill going and some condiments on hand. Electric vehicle owners 
will have an opportunity to meet other owners and share stories about their driving 
experience. To register for the event, visit the event website. For more information 
contact Dick Muri at Dick@DickMuri.com or (253) 439-9797.    
 
ALTERNATIVE FUELS  
 
  We learn two new truck classifications in an article in Fleet Owner Equipment 
Weekly about Freightliner’s introduction of natural gas to a line of trucks. We’ve known 

http://wardsauto.com/blog/dealers-blamed-dismal-ev-market?NL=DB-07&Issue=DB-07_20140811_DB-07_640&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1481139&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_2
http://www.autonews.com/article/20140808/oem05/140809804/new-survey-shows-emerging-habits-of-ev-hybrid-drivers
https://driveelectricweek.org/media.php
https://driveelectricweek.org/event.php?eventid=184
mailto:Dick@DickMuri.com
http://fleetowner.com/equipment/natural-gas-option-added-freightliner-severe-duty-truck?NL=FO-03&Issue=FO-03_20140730_FO-03_842&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1479264&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_3
http://fleetowner.com/equipment/natural-gas-option-added-freightliner-severe-duty-truck?NL=FO-03&Issue=FO-03_20140730_FO-03_842&YM_RID=smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov&YM_MID=1479264&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_3
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about light-, medium-, and heavy-duty trucks, but we were not aware that there is another 
group: “severe-duty,” which must be tougher than heavy-duty. Nevertheless, Freightliner 
is offering natural gas in a line of trucks designed for trucks used for cement mixers and 
other construction related activities. We also learn that these are “vocational” trucks, 
which, we believe, are much more dedicated to their activities than mere “work” trucks.  
 
 Clean Energy Fuels is opening new Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) stations in 
Albany, Georgia, and Charlotte, N. C.,3 Transport Topics (August 6, 2014) typed. As a 
result, Raven Transport will add 33 LNG trucks to its fleet operating out of Albany, while 
G&P Trucking will add five trucks to its fleet operating from Charlotte. Clean Energy 
opened 27 stations so far this year. 
 
 In a previous edition of The Hybrid Report, we reported that the National 
Conference on Weights & Measures (NCWM) would take up a proposal to authorize the 
sale on natural gas in “diesel gallon-equivalents” (DGE) at a meeting in July. Proponents 
argued that DGEs would be easier for customers to understand what, exactly, they were 
buying and enable companies to make apples-to-apples comparisons when trying to 
decide what kind of equipment to buy. The proposal failed, the print edition of Transport 
Topics (Miller, July 28, 2014, p. 12) reported. NCWM, made up of state government 
officials, voted down the proposal. It seems that, unreported until now, such a deal would 
reduce revenue for State and local governments.   
 
 “IT’S BACON!”4  Hormel Foods is promoting Black Label Bacon with a 
motorcycle fueled by bacon grease, Fast Company (Schwartz, August 13, 2014) reports. 
The motorcycle was developed by CS Engineering using a diesel motorcycle from the 
Netherlands. Bacon grease, 275 gallons, was mixed with paraffin and methanol to create 
250 gallons of biofuel. The motorcycle, fueled by the candy of meat, left Minneapolis 
recently for a cross-country trip to San Diego’s International Bacon Film Festival. The 
motorcycle gets between 75 and 100 mpg on bacon grease. 
 
COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU: The latest news on new charging stations 
which may or may not be somewhere close to you. 
   
 United States: Illiano’s, an Italian restaurant in Norwich, Connecticut, unveiled 
an electric charger recently, The Day (Bessette, July 28, 2014) said. The charger, installed 
with a grant from the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, is free to 
customers. The owner of the restaurant plans to install additional chargers.  
 
 Park City, presumably in Utah, opened two new chargers; the Park Record 
(Maguire, August 1, 2014) recorded. The chargers were installed way back in March, but 
apparently news travels slowly from those parts.  

                                         
3 Editor’s former hometown ca. 1957-1958. 
4 Nestlé Purina, Beggin’ Strips Commercial, 1994. 

http://www.ttnews.com/articles/basetemplate.aspx?storyid=35690&utm_source=express&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter
http://money.msn.com/investing/post--a-bacon-fueled-motorcycle-is-sizzling-across-the-us#scpshrjmd
http://www.theday.com/article/20140728/NWS01/140729714/1047/NWS
http://www.parkrecord.com/park_city-news/ci_26260380/city-readying-electric-vehicles
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 The Lehigh Valley Mall in Pennsylvania’s Whitehall Township is the recipient of 
the next Tesla charging station, WFMZ Television (Kraft, August 5, 2014) broadcasted. 
The station is being built, but should be available before Thanksgiving.  
 
 Burlington, Vermont, opened three new charging stations, the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer (Associated Press) intelligently posted. The station at the Marketplace 
garage is a level 3 quick charger, while the Lakeview Garage received two level 2 
chargers. 
 
 New York’s Stony Brook University added six charging stations to the four it 
already had, Newsday (Harrison, August 6, 2014) reported. The charging stations were 
installed near the Academic Mall.  
 
 When you go to the financial district “on a warm San Franciscan night,”5 there 
are several new chargers available, according to the Wall Street Journal (PRNewswire, 
August 6, 2014). The new chargers are part of a partnership between Car Charging Group 
and Ace Parking. Ace is installing additional chargers in the Orrick Building due to the 
popularity of the chargers already there and chargers at 333 Market Street. A garage in 
Nob Hill at 1776 Sacramento Street is also getting chargers. All are level 2 chargers.  
 
 Around the World: Liverpudlians6 who take the ferry across the Mersey River to 
the place they love7 can charge their electric cars at the Seacombe Ferry terminal, the 
Wirral Globe (July 29, 2014) reports. This is the first of 124 stations opening around 
Liverpool.  
 
 When a Shropeshire lad leaves his home behind in Church Stretton in England to 
travel to Ludlow, 8 or Much Middlefold9 for that matter, he will be able to charge his 
electric car at the Church Stretton Co-Op supermarket, the Ludlow & Tenbury Wells 
Advertiser (Kibbler, August 6, 2014) advertises.  It seems that both the Conservative and 
Green Parties on either end of the political spectrum think this is a good idea. 
 

 
Keep going, there’s more! 

 

                                         
5 Barry Jenkins, Danny McCulloch, Eric Victor Burdon, Johnny Weider, and Vic Briggs, “San Franciscan 
Nights,” Warner/Chappell Music, Inc., MGM Records, 1967. 
6 Residents of Liverpool. Residents of Blackpool and Hartlepool (pronounced Hart-Li-pool) also receive 
the “pudlian” suffix, i.e., Blackpudlians and Hartlepudlians. Go ahead and say Liverpudlian, Blackpudlian, 
and Hartlepudlian out loud and see how the person in the next cubicle reacts.  
7 Gerry Marsden, “Ferry Cross the Mersey,” Columbia, 1964. 
8 A. E. Houseman, “The Recruit,” A Shropshire Lad, London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trübner & Co., 1896. 
9 P. G. Wodehouse, “Jeeves and the Unbidden Guest,” My Man Jeeves, London: George Newnes, May 
1919. Originally published: Saturday Evening Post, December 9, 1916. 

http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-lehighvalley/tesla-will-charge-its-electric-cars-at-lv-mall/27312522
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/science/article/More-Vermont-electric-vehicle-charging-stations-5672614.php
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/science/article/More-Vermont-electric-vehicle-charging-stations-5672614.php
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/towns/stony-brook-university-installs-additional-charging-stations-for-electric-vehicles-1.8982462
http://online.wsj.com/article/PR-CO-20140806-908110.html
http://www.wirralglobe.co.uk/news/11370938.Plugging_in_for_electric_cars_at_Wirral_ferry_terminal/?ref=var_0
http://www.ludlowadvertiser.co.uk/news/11391397.Charging_point_for_electric_vehicles_switched_on_in_Church_Stretton/
http://www.ludlowadvertiser.co.uk/news/11391397.Charging_point_for_electric_vehicles_switched_on_in_Church_Stretton/
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OTHER TECHNOLOGY 
 
  While we still don’t know where Tesla plans to build the world’s largest lithium 
battery factory, dubbed the Gigafactory, Tesla entered a cooperative agreement with 
Panasonic on the factory’s operation, Automotive News (Geimel, July 31, 2014) reports. 
Tesla will build the building, but Panasonic will make the batteries. 
 
 It seems that one of the problems lithium batteries have is that their capacity is 
limited by the graphite anode. According to Extreme Tech (Anthony, July 28, 2014), 
graphite anodes last a long time but they don’t transfer a lot of lithium energy into power. 
Apparently, lithium anodes have about 10 times the capacity of graphite, but, as Extreme 
Tech tells us, lithium anodes don’t last long and, more unpleasantly, have “a tendency to 
violently explode10 when brought into contact with the electrolyte” (italics in the 
original). To solve the problem, Stanford University Professor Yi Cui has developed non-
exploding lithium anodes using carbon nanospheres. The batteries are not ready for 
commercial use, but if they can make the 99.9% efficiency level, lithium batteries could 
last three or four times longer. Thanks to Doug McClanahan for providing this article.  
   
SUBSCRIBING TO The Hybrid Report. The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is published in 
Olympia, Washington on or about the 15th and 30th of each month, except for those months we decide not to. The Report is available 
on the WSDOT website by clicking this link. From there, you can download the current issue in a PDF, look at back issues, or 
subscribe to a notification service that lets you know when a fresh issue has been posted to the website. You may also click this link to 
subscribe or contact the editor at smithtm@wsdot.wa.gov who can add you to the subscription list. 
 
The fine print: The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report (ISSN: 1946-1011) is not responsible for hyperlinks that do not 
work or are inactive. All links worked when created, however, many news outlets archive or move reports soon after publication, so 
it’s not our problem that you can’t get to the cited article. So don’t call to complain. It will be much like teaching a pig to sing: it will 
waste your time and irritate the pig. The appearance of articles, products, opinions, humor (such as it is), and links in this summary 
does not constitute an endorsement of the same by the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT). Except as 
otherwise noted, WSDOT holds the copyright to The Hybrid Report. Photos and other artwork in The Report are included with 
express permission of the copyright holders of those works. Further reproduction or distribution of copyrighted material is not 
authorized without permission of the original copyright holder. Merely acknowledging the source is not sufficient and does not excuse 
reproducing copyrighted material without permission. It’s not that hard to ask for and get permission. So there. This Report is 
intended for educational purposes only. Batteries are not included. In the interest of full disclosure, the editor of this summary owns a 
2005 Toyota Prius, while Mrs. Hybrid Report Editor owns a Lexus HS 250h hybrid. Note well who drives the Lexus. We are not 
saying you should get either one. That that would be an endorsement and we’ve already said we don’t endorse products.  
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