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Project summary 
 
Studies in the mid-1990s showed that the 1950s-era SR 99 Alaskan Way Viaduct in Seattle was 
nearing the end of its useful life. The viaduct’s age and vulnerability were signaled by crumbling 
concrete, exposed rebar, cracking concrete, weakening column connections, and deteriorating 
railings. In early 2001, a team of design and seismic experts began work to determine whether it 
was feasible and cost-effective to strengthen the viaduct by retrofitting it. In the midst of this 
investigation, the 6.8 magnitude Nisqually earthquake shook the Puget Sound region. The 
earthquake damaged the viaduct, forcing the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) to temporarily shut it down. 
 
Post-earthquake inspections of the viaduct revealed both good and bad news concerning its 
condition. The good news was that the viaduct survived the 6.8 magnitude earthquake. The bad 
news was the earthquake caused damage to the viaduct’s joints and columns, further weakening 
the structure and revealing its severe vulnerability. A team of experts concluded that it was not 
cost-effective to fully retrofit the majority of the viaduct; rather, the viaduct would need to be 
rebuilt or replaced. 
 
Project history 
The Alaskan Way Viaduct section of SR 99 has been a fixture of the downtown Seattle 
waterfront for more than five decades. Today, SR 99 continues to be a main north-south route 
through the city, carrying 20 to 25 percent of the traffic traveling through downtown. However, 
time, daily wear and tear, salty marine air, and some sizeable earthquakes have taken their toll on 
the structure. 
 
Immediately following the 2001 earthquake repairs were made to four viaduct sections in the 
Pioneer Square area near S. Washington Street. WSDOT also imposed roadway restrictions that 
remain in effect today. Vehicles with a gross weight of more than 105,500 pounds are prohibited, 
and trucks and buses must travel in the right-hand lane only. Ongoing inspections have revealed 
other increased cracks, exposed rebar, and weakening concrete; all signs that the viaduct is aging 
and continues to deteriorate. 
 
The Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program includes components led by 
WSDOT, King County and the City of Seattle. WSDOT is responsible for replacing the double-
deck bridge structure, which is part of SR 99. 
 
S. Holgate Street to S. King Street viaduct replacement 
We are replacing the viaduct's south end, between S. Holgate and S. King streets, with a new 
side-by-side roadway that has wider lanes, meets current earthquake standards and improves 
mobility for people and goods in the south of downtown area. The environmental assessment for 
this project was released in June 2008, and the Finding of No Significant Impact was signed by 
the Federal Highway Administration in February 2009. Construction began in June 2010. 
 
S. King Street to Battery Street viaduct replacement 
For the central waterfront section, between S. King Street and the Battery Street Tunnel, there is 
an ongoing environmental process that is reviewing three alternatives – a bored tunnel, cut-and-
cover tunnel and an elevated structure. The bored tunnel alternative, recommended by the 
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Governor, King County Executive, Seattle Mayor and Port of Seattle CEO in January 2009, 
would move SR 99 into a bored tunnel beneath downtown, reconnect the street grid at the ends 
of the tunnel and remove the viaduct along the waterfront. A second Supplemental Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, which analyzes the bored tunnel alternative and builds upon 
the previous analysis of the other alternatives, will be published for public review in fall 2010. 
 
Purpose and overview 
 
In April 2010 the Alaskan Way Viaduct replacement program held a corridor hearing and two 
open houses. The purpose was to give interested members of the public the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed change to SR 99 in downtown Seattle from the Alaskan Way Viaduct 
along the waterfront.  
 
Three Alaskan Way Viaduct replacement 
alternatives are currently in environmental 
review. One of the options, a proposed 
bored tunnel beneath downtown, would 
shift the footprint of the SR 99 corridor to 
a new alignment. The hearing allowed the 
public to tell WSDOT how that option, if 
it is chosen as the Alaskan Way Viaduct 
replacement, would affect them. 
 
In addition the program team provided 
information about the two other 
alternatives that are part of the 
environmental review process: a new 
elevated structure and a cut-and-cover 
tunnel along the waterfront. 
 
Corridor hearing and open house (April 22, 2010) 
 
The corridor hearing, which also served as an open house, took place April 22 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Silver Cloud Inn – Stadium, 1046 First Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98134. Beginning at 6 p.m., 
Alaskan Way Viaduct Program Administrator Ron Paananen gave a 15-minute presentation 
describing the purpose of the hearing, bored tunnel recommendation, environmental process, 
proposed bored tunnel alignment (including past alignments), and portal locations. A court 
reporter recorded the information presented during the presentation. For the remainder of the 
meeting, attendees were encouraged to ask questions of program staff, visit informational display 
boards set up around the room, and/or provide written comments. The court reporter remained 
available for those that wished to give oral comments.  
 
Open houses (April 27 & 28, 2010) 
 
Two additional open houses were held on April 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Madison Middle School in 
West Seattle and on April 28 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Ballard Middle School in Ballard. No 
presentation was given at these open houses, but the corridor hearing display boards were 

Theresa Greco speaks to a member of the public about the 
program’s general timeline and milestones at the open house on 

April 27 at Madison Middle School in West Seattle. 
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available for review, program team members were on hand to answer questions, and comment 
forms were available. 
 
Attendance at the public meetings 
 
Date Description Location Attendance 
April 22, 2010 Corridor hearing 

and open house 
Silver Cloud Hotel, Seattle 17 

April 27, 2010 Open house Madison Middle School, 
West Seattle 

24 

April 28, 2010 Open house Ballard High School,  
Ballard 

20 

Total 61 
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Hearing transcript
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Notification 
 
Advertisements for the corridor hearing and open houses included: 
 

 Announcement on program Web site (www.alaskanwayviaduct.org) 
 Notice on WSDOT web calendar (www.wsdot.wa.gov/news/events/) 
 E-mail to community organizations and key stakeholders 
 Article in Alaskan Way Viaduct program e-mail update 
 E-mail to elected officials 
 E-mail to Alaskan Way Viaduct working group members and former Stakeholder 

Advisory Committee members. 
 Paid advertisements in The Seattle Times, West Seattle Herald, Ballard News 

Tribune, My Ballard, and the West Seattle Blog.  
 Notifications posted on 14 neighborhood blogs across the community. 
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Affidavits of publication of the hearing notice
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Comment summary 
 
The deadline for corridor hearing comments was May 13, 2010. A total of 21 comments were 
submitted. Topics included traffic management of the proposed alignment; impacts on 
surrounding neighborhoods such as Pioneer Square and West Seattle; the affect on trips between 
West Seattle, Ballard and Magnolia; public involvement; and program costs.   
 
A copy of each comment and response is attached. 
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Exhibits used in the hearing 
 
PowerPoint Presentation: 
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Open house informational display boards:
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