
 
October 30, 2009 
 
The Honorable Christine O. Gregoire 
Governor, State of Washington 
Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002  
 
The Honorable Mary Margaret Haugen 
Chair, Senate Transportation Committee 
PO Box 49410 
Olympia, WA 98504-0410 

The Honorable Judy Clibborn 
Chair, House Transportation Committee 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 

 
Dear Governor Gregoire, and Chairs Haugen and Clibborn, 
 
Attached you will find the 2009 Cable Median Barrier Reassessment and Recommendations report. This 
edition fulfills a commitment from former WSDOT Secretary Doug McDonald and Washington State 
Patrol Chief John Batiste to provide annual cable barrier performance reports for two years following the 
independent review and recommendations made by Dr. Malcolm Ray in 2007. We will continue to 
monitor and assess the performance of this and other barrier systems used in Washington. Further 
reporting will occur in the department’s Gray Notebook. 
 
As you know, WSDOT and WSP are partners in highway safety. We are encouraged by Washington’s 
downward trend in traffic fatalities and the lowest number of traffic-related deaths since 1955. 
Enforcement, education and engineering solutions, such as cable median barrier, all play a role in 
reaching our goal of zero traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries by 2030. 
 
The 2009 update confirms that cable median barrier is an effective strategy for reducing cross-median 
collisions and saving lives. Our key findings from this year’s update include: 
 
• A 58% reduction in fatal and serious injury rates for all collisions in or across the median 
• For cross-median collisions only, there is a 65% reduction in collision rates for all injury severities 
• No cross-median collisions have occurred in the Marysville area since February 2007 
 
WSDOT continues to monitor new developments in cable barrier systems and support research efforts 
related to barrier heights and motorcycle collision factors. We will update our cable barrier design 
guidance to incorporate new developments with cable barrier as appropriate.  
 
My staff will be pleased to answer your questions or provide more information.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paula J. Hammond, PE 
Secretary of Transportation 
 
cc: House and Senate transportation committee members 
 Washington State Transportation Commission 



 Chief John Batiste, Washington State Patrol 


