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This Week: 
• Congratulations to Captain Ty Anderson and crew of the Tacoma 
• Community meetings update 
• Walla Walla repair update 
• Retired Rhody remains available for purchase 
• Fauntleroy terminal: north tollbooth closure beginning Dec. 3 
• Successful completion of Phase 1 Vehicle Reservations System 
• Are you geared up? 
• Ferry rides 

 
Congratulations to Captain Ty Anderson and crew of the Tacoma 
Yesterday afternoon, Captain Ty Anderson and his crew helped deliver a baby aboard the Tacoma en route from 
Bainbridge to Seattle. The mother-to-be was escorted to the first aid room and the crew, equipped with an OB/GYN 
first aid kit, launched into action. After making a passenger announcement, an OB/GYN nurse, EMT, and midwife 
offered to assist. A new baby came into this world thanks to these three customers and the assistance of the crew. The 
grateful mom and baby were met by emergency medical services in Seattle and taken to a nearby hospital. I want to 
thank Captain Anderson and the crew of the Tacoma for the expertise and professionalism demonstrated in this 
onboard medical emergency. This is a stellar example of the exemplary training and world-class nature of the WSF 
fleet and terminal staff. 
 
Community meetings update 
This week, we held three community meetings: Bainbridge Island (Nov. 26), Anacortes (Nov. 27) and Whidbey Island 
(Nov. 29). I want to thank everyone who took the time out of their busy schedule to attend. I especially appreciate our 
Ferry Advisory Committee members for participating and helping organize these meetings. Next week, we will be at 
Southworth (Monday), Kingston (Tuesday) and Friday Harbor (Thursday). For a full list of meeting dates, locations and 
materials, please visit us online. 
 
Walla Walla repair update  
The spare drive motor for the Walla Walla has arrived in the Los Angeles area to be evaluated and refurbished. If the 
spare drive motor is successfully refurbished, this means that the Walla Walla may return to service as early as spring 
2013. I will keep you updated as the repair plan develops and more details are available. For prior reports on the Walla 
Walla repair, you may view my weekly reports from Nov. 16 and Nov. 9. 
 
Retired Rhody remains available for purchase 
The 1947-era Rhododendron ferry that was retired earlier this year, with a goodbye celebration at WSF’s Eagle Harbor 
Maintenance Facility, remains for sale. At the end of a two-week public auction process, state surplus received a single 
bid of $300,000 (the posted minimum bid price), but this morning the potential buyer declined to purchase the Rhody 
and has forfeited his deposit. At its retirement in January 2012, the Rhody was the oldest vessel in the WSF fleet. At 
65 years of age the Rhody was already five years past our expected service life for Washington state ferries. Next, 
WSF will seek approval from state surplus to negotiate sale of the vessel, as with the sale of recently retired ferries.    
 
Fauntleroy terminal: north tollbooth closure beginning Dec. 3 
Beginning Monday through Friday, Dec. 3-7 and Dec. 10-14, the north entrance lane and tollbooth at Fauntleroy will be 
closed due to King County’s Barton Pump Station Upgrade project. WSF recommends purchasing tickets online or at 
kiosks as pre-ticketed vehicles will be directed around the booths as needed to fill the dock and vessels. Please plan 
ahead and expect possible delays.  
 
Successful completion of Phase 1 Vehicle Reservations System 
We have successfully completed all required software development for Phase 1 of our vehicle reservation system. 
Customers of Port Townsend/Coupeville and Anacortes/Sidney, B.C., and commercial customers of Anacortes/San 
Juan Islands can seamlessly make, change and cancel vehicle reservations online. I am happy to report that this work 
was completed on time and within budget. Some remaining signalization and signage work related to vehicle 
reservations is being completed at our Port Townsend terminal and is set to be done by early 2013. I encourage you 
check out our new system and make your reservation today.  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/CommuterUpdates/pub_meetings
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/105768E1-30AA-4CC4-9FE2-AF7DD36B3258/88235/DMNov16FINAL.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/105768E1-30AA-4CC4-9FE2-AF7DD36B3258/88107/MoseleyWeeklyUpdate_110912.pdf
http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wtd/Construction/Seattle/BartonSt.aspx
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/wave2go/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Planning/VehicleReservations.htm
https://business.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/reservations/


 
Are you geared up? 
Just in time for the holidays, www.ferrygear.com is having a sale! Act today and you can get 30 percent off your entire 
order of unique WSF merchandise (which includes already-discounted items). Use promo code: HolidayPromotion 
 
Ferry rides 
My weekly email will now feature a “ferry rides” section. Much of my job keeps me at WSF headquarters in Seattle or 
attending meetings in Olympia, but it’s also important that I ride our wonderful ferries each week. On Monday, I 
traveled aboard the Tacoma with Captain Ty Anderson and crew en route to Bainbridge Island. Yesterday, I rode the 
Cathlamet with Captain Greg Griffith and crew on my way to the Whidbey Island community meeting. 
 
Next Week: 

• Community meetings: Southworth (Dec.3), Kingston (Dec. 4), San Juan Islands (Dec. 6) 
• Vehicle reservations San Juan Islands Community Partnership meeting on Dec. 6 
• Life Ring Awards ceremony 
• Joint Transportation Committee presentation 

 
David Moseley’s weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
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