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In Attendance

CWG Members
Jennifer Lindwall, King County Department of Transportation
Maria Koengeter, City of Bellevue
Jeff Brauns, City of Sammamish
Bob Brock, City of Issaquah
Gary Costa, City of Issaquah
Kirk Holmes, City of Snoqualmie
Gary Costa, City of Issaquah

WSDOT Staff
Carol Hunter, Urban Planning Office
Theresa Greco, WSDOT
Richard Warren, Urban Planning Office
Rick Roberts, WSDOT King County Traffic Engineer
Elizabeth Stratton, WSDOT Freight Office
Craig Helman, WSDOT

Consultant Team
Don Sims, HDR
Torsten Lienau, CH2M Hill
Kirsten Hauge, PRR

Not in Attendance

CWG Members
Robin Mayhew, PSRC
Andrea Tull, Sound Transit
Don Petersen, FHWA
Jim Christian, FHWA
Jim Arrowsmith, King County Metro Transit
Ron Garrow, City of North Bend
Barbara Briggs, WSDOT
Michell Mouton, WSDOT
Rosario Revilla, WSDOT
Zak Griffith, WSDOT
Chris Picard, WSDOT

Meeting Agenda
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|. WELCOME - Carol Hunter, WSDOT
Carol Hunter opened the fourth meeting of the Corridor Working Group (CWG) and
asked those in attendance to provide introductions. Since the last CWG meeting, she said
there were impacts to the project schedule due to the failure of Proposition 1. Carol noted
she would review of some of those impacts and considerations.

Meeting Objectives:
= Update CWG on project status
= Present 2030 No Action Forecasts
= Discuss near-term improvement options
= Update CWG on public information activities and feedback gathered to date

Il. 1-90 “Big Picture” Overview — Carol Hunter
Carol discussed some of the relevant project and policy considerations for the 1-90
Corridor Study. She noted that WSDOT planned to submit a funding package for the SR
520 Bridge Replacement project that is anticipated to have a $2 billion short fall. As a
result, the legislature will have to decide if 1-90 is to be tolled as well, to help fund the
SR 520 project. The Legislature may move forward and apply for funding through the
federal Urban Partnership program which could result in early tolling of SR 520. The
program provides funding for projects designed to improve traffic through the combined
implementation of transit, technology, telecommuting and tolling. Carol said the decision
to toll 1-90 would impact the assumptions under the 1-90 Corridor Study and its resulting
long range recommendations.

It is not clear at this time if Sound Transit will revise their plan for getting transit across
the Lake Washington. Given all this, Carol spoke with Rep. Glenn Anderson (5"
Legislative District) about how to proceed with the corridor study. The new direction is
that WSDOT will proceed with identifying “near-term” options for the corridor and will
extend the overall schedule for the corridor study until decisions are made related to
tolling and light rail. Carol noted that they should have some indication of the
Legislature’s direction by the end of March and would bring forward a revised schedule.

Carol added that she discussed these considerations with a few Issaquah city council
members and is willing to meet with other elected officials as well upon request. Carol
also discussed the WSDOT’s financial situation. The 2003 and 2005 gas tax is committed
to projects and WSDOT is also at or near bonding capacity. With these financial
concerns, Carol said it seems more and more likely that the state will move toward tolling
in order to provide project funding; it is just a question of how much and when. Carol
then stated that the rest of the meeting would focus on the work the project team has
completed in the interim, starting with 2030 No Action Forecasts.



[-90 Bellevue to North Bend Corridor Study

=%
7_ Washington State Corridor Workina G Meeting #4
" Department of Transportation ormaor ,\%r:ggay rJ(;unFLar;%mgOOB

Issaquah City Hall NW
Meeting Summary

[ll. PRESENT 2030 NO ACTION FORECASTS — Torsten Lienau, CH2M Hill
Torsten Lienau noted that before the project schedule changed, the team had moved
forward with long-range forecasts and completed some level of analysis, but it is not
approved yet. He said they assumed hundreds of transportation projects in the baseline
model, including new High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes between I-5 and 1-405,
HOV lanes for 3+ passengers, and some widening along SR 18. The team’s goal was to
ensure they were in alignment with Sound Transit’s forecasts, but there was a difference
in the tolling assumptions. He recognized that given the big picture considerations,
questions remain about the light rail and tolling pieces of the puzzle.

Elizabeth Stratton asked whether Average Daily Traffic (ADT) counts were broken out
by trucks versus passenger vehicles. Torsten noted that the data was available, but was
not shown in the graphic.

For reporting purposes, the corridor is broken out into six different sections, or
screenlines. Torsten reviewed the results in a Power Point presentation (see 2030
Baseline Traffic Volumes). The following are key points in relation to the six different
screenlines:

Screenline 1-
= Decrease in a.m. peak hour traffic due to light rail
= Person trips are much higher with a 14 to 30 percent increase

Screenline 2-
= Begin to see increases for almost every forecast
= ADT increases by 22 percent

Screenline 3-
= Vehicle growth is 45 percent higher in the a.m. and 53 percent in the p.m.
= ADT increases by 52 percent

Screenline 4-
= Shows the highest overall vehicle growth at 72 percent during the p.m. peak hour
= Truck traffic increases at a higher rate than HOV traffic

Screenline 5-
= The overall percentage increase in traffic starts to decline
= Truck traffic increases by 14 to 30 percent
= ADT increases by 46 percent
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Screenline 6-
= Growth trends dip at this location
= Person trips start to decline
= Truck traffic increases by 25 to 49 percent
= ADT increases by 20 percent

Torsten concluded that by 2030 volumes are approaching levels that would require
significant improvements if vehicles continue to be a significant source of travel. Richard
Warren asked if there were other ways to measure transit. Torsten responded that it was
possible. Craig Helman commented that the sections of the alignment beyond Screenline
3 showed 2030 forecasts that mirrored the 2005 traffic counts for the sections further
west. Therefore, it appeared traffic was shifting further out along the corridor over time.

Carol added that North Bend just had their water restriction lifted which is not reflected
in the 2030 forecasts. In addition, given the schedule delay it may now be possible to
incorporate Issaquah’s final sub area plan into future modeling. She then introduced
Teresa Greco, WSDOT Project Director for the 1-90 corridor. Teresa’s role involves
coordination with Sound Transit to ensure assumptions are in alignment.

Elizabeth Stratton asked if the model considered the 1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East project.
Torsten said that the model didn’t extend that far out, and that it is based on the Puget
Sound Regional Council (PSRC) model that accommodates the four-county Puget Sound
area (King, Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap). Elizabeth then commented that once the 1-90
Snoqualmie Pass East project is complete it could encourage freight centers to move
further east. The project will add lanes, snow sheds and wildlife corridors and help make
travel across the pass more predictable. She recommended coordinating with Brian
White, 1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project Director.

IV. PRESENT NEAR-TERM IMPROVEMENT OPTIONS - Don Sims, HDR
Don Sims said although the project team will look at interchange improvements as part of
the longer-term investments identified in the corridor study, the team initially identified
near-term options for the CWG’s consideration. The goal of the near-term options is to
improve operations and existing traffic problems in a way that would not preclude future
investments. He then presented the four near-term options, with the intent that they
represent a menu of potential improvements to be used in combination as needed. (see
Near-Term Options Presentation)

Option #1 Transit Investments-
= Involves coordination with transit agencies to create transit enhancements
= Transit agencies plan out by only six years
= PSRC is working on a GIS-based software solution to incorporate transit planning
= PSRC software could help identify where it is possible to get transit ridership and
could feed this process
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= Software expected to be complete by June 2008 and the 1-90 Corridor Study could
be utilized as a test case

Option #2 Convert Existing HOV lane to a High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lane
= Takes advantage of capacity within existing HOV lane to relieve congestion in
General Purpose (GP) lanes
= Includes a four-foot buffer and re-striping or some added pavement
= Foran HOT lane example, a “virtual drive” example is provided on the SR 167
web page

Teresa Greco commented that many regional decisions will impact this possible option.
The goal is to see how it fits as many needs as possible. The challenge on 1-90 is to keep
traffic moving through chokepoints at I-5 and 1-405. Another consideration is that Tim
Eyman is moving forward with an initiative that would open up the HOV lanes during
non-peak hours. Tolls would go into a dedicated account that would fund the local
infrastructure required to synchronize traffic signals and fix arterial streets. Teresa said it
emphasizes the importance of increasing the use and functionality of existing facilities.
Don then continued the presentation of near-term options.

Option #3 Active Traffic Management (ATM): Hard Shoulders, Speed Harmonization,
Queue Warning
= Narrows existing lanes from 12 to 11 feet to open up outside shoulder for use
during peak periods
= Some concern expressed about reducing lane widths, but it is the same width as in
many Puget Sound urban areas and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
has not found conclusive data that 12 foot lanes are safer.
= Hard shoulders would be utilized in conjunction with variable speed limits,
similar to European example
= In Europe, they open or close lanes as needed and it increased capacity by 50-100
percent and reduced accidents
= Queue detections would set lower speeds as needed, in response to accidents or
blocked lanes
= |-405 team is also looking at ATM

Option #4 New Auxiliary Lanes
= Corresponds with 1-405 improvements at two locations along the corridor
= Locations include westbound from Eastgate to 1-405 and eastbound from Eastgate
to West Lake Sammamish Parkway

Don said the project team would like the CWG’s ideas and suggestions in response to the
four draft options. He asked whether CWG members had any initial comments.

Jennifer Lindwall said she believed that people would want to have the hard shoulder
open all the time, rather than just during the peak period. Don noted that they may hear
that request and it is an important consideration. Teresa added that they may find that a
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number of options are needed in addition to a hard shoulder. The team is currently
investigating whether they would need to rebuild the shoulder in order to employ it as an
additional lane. Elizabeth Stratton also inquired about the possibility of addressing the
lack of truck chain-up options through a near-term improvement. Don agreed that it
warrants further investigation.

Since time allowed on the agenda, Carol provided a brief presentation on Active Traffic
Management. The presentation conveyed the results of a WSDOT trip to Europe where
staff expected to identify tolling examples, but came away with more examples of ATM.
(see Active Traffic Management presentation) The following are a few highlights of the
presentation:
= Similar to the U.S., in Europe Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) is increasing and
resources are limited.
= The United Kingdom benefits from strong enforcement and people have learned
to trust the system.
= WSDOT has many of the components in place to implement ATM such as ramp
metering, signage, cameras and emergency response.
= ATM shows the most benefit in improving safety, which also can result in
improved capacity. WSDOT loses a lot of capacity due to accidents.
= WSDOT will look at potential applications for advanced ATM technologies.

Carol noted that she would send a folio to the CWG with additional information about
ATM. Craig Stone is also available to provide the presentation about ATM to any
interested parties.

V. PUBLIC INFORMATION UPDATE — Carol Hunter
Carol said since the last CWG meeting the project team attended a number of community
fairs and festivals to share project information and gather comments, such as the Mt. Si
Festival in North Bend. The team received a lot of good comments. People shared
concerns about interchanges along the corridor and future congestion as a result of the
new casino near North Bend. Rick Roberts said that WSDOT was looking at stop
controls for the side streets off of the casino and queue warnings in advance of the casino
exit (Exit 27). The casino is anticipated to open in November 2008.

Carol continued by saying that the team has also heard from the Mountains to Sound
Greenway about missing links in the bike trail along 1-90. She said if CWG members
would like a presentation for their city council or organization to let her know and they
could arrange a mutually agreeable time.



[-90 Bellevue to North Bend Corridor Study

=%
7_ Washington State Corridor Workina G Meeting #4
" Department of Transportation ormaor ,\%r:ggay rJ(;unFLar;%mgOOB

Issaquah City Hall NW
Meeting Summary

VI. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION - All
Torsten Lienau discussed that the team is aware of problems in the Issaquah area, and
although they have not identified specific solutions targeted toward Issaquah, they are
looking to see if there are any near-term options.

Elizabeth Stratton asked when a revised project schedule would be available. Carol said a
revised schedule is not available yet and the team was trying to determine the new
schedule in relation to the regional decision-making process. At the next CWG meeting,
the team would have a better idea of the near-term schedule and hoped to solidify the
near-term options before the end of the year.

Gary Costa asked how the project changes would relate to FHWA concerns. Carol said
after reassessing the schedule in March, she believed the timing could still work out. She
added that there is not a lot of funding available for new projects and WSDOT is in a
tight financial situation.

Elizabeth Stratton confirmed that the project team did not plan to request any funding
during the 2008 Legislative session. Carol said that they are not planning to submit any
budget requests, instead they would monitor policy discussions that related to
transportation issues across Lake Washington and how it could impact the corridor study
timeline. Elizabeth then requested a meeting between the project team and Dale Tabat,
WSDOT’s Truck Freight Program and Policy Manager, in order to get feedback on near-
term options.

VII. NEXT STEPS

= Work with Brian White to determine impacts of 1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East project to
baseline model (WSDOT and consultant team)

= Identify truck chain-up options with near-term improvements (WSDOT and consultant
team)

= Provide Active Traffic Management folio to CWG (Carol Hunter and PRR)

= Schedule meeting to present near-term options to Dale Tabat (WSDOT and consultant
team)

= Schedule CWG meeting for early Spring (PRR)

Homework for CWG:
= Review near-term options: comments are due February 8, 2008
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