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Census 2000

• 4.1 Million (1.5%) American Indians and 
Alaskan Natives (AIAN)

• Two categories:

– AIAN Alone (2.5 million)

– AIAN combined with one or more race 

(1.6 million)



Brief History of AIAN & the Census

• 1790:    First Census in U.S.

• 1860:    First time AIAN counted as                  

separate population category

• 1961:    Self-identification replaces 

observation to identify AIAN in 

Census

• 2000:    People can list more that one race



1980 Census

• Census Bureau actively seeks AIAN input 
for census process

• Meeting with leaders of federally 
recognized tribes

• Workshops & materials at AIAN 
conferences

• PR materials to AIAN media

• AIAN hired to work at regional & HQ levels 
in Census Bureau



1990 Census

• Tribal Governments Programs appoint “Tribal 
Liaisons”

• AIAN Census Advisory Committee created

• Tribal members hired for local census 
activities

• Significant undercount of AIAN persists



2000 Census

• Tribal Governments Program name changed 
to AIAN program & broadened to include:

– Tribal Governments Liaison Program

– Tribal Complete Count Committee

– Census 2000 Tribal Government Conference

– Inter-tribal Government Programs

• State recognized tribal programs

• Urban programs

• Promotional materials



2010 Census

• Focus groups held in 2003

• AIAN culture awareness training 04’ & 09’

• Tribal Consultations in 2007
– 14 regional meetings

– 346 participants from 208 federally 
recognized tribes

• Meetings with leaders of tribes, national 
organizations, and urban & rural AIAN 
centers



AIAN Policy of the Census Bureau

• Adopted in 2008

• Census Bureau

acknowledges

government to 

government

relationship

• Tribal consultations



“The Census Bureau recognizes that 
there are distinct tribal protocols, 
cultural values, practices, religious 
beliefs, traditions, and climate 
conditions, as well as a tribe’s 
authority of its land areas, that must 
be considered and abided by when 
conducting any census or survey in 
AIAN areas.”

-AIAN Policy of the US Census Bureau



The Questionnaire

• 10 Questions

• 10 Minutes

• $10,000

• It’s easy

• It’s important

• It’s safe



Potential AIAN Response(s) to the 
Question on Race

• Assiniboine
– Fort Peck Assiniboine

– Fort Belknap Assiniboine

• Sioux
– Fort Peck Assiniboine

Sioux

– Blackfoot Sioux

– Cheyenne River Sioux

– Oglala Sioux



How does the count affect 
Tribes?



Head of Household

• Race/Ethnicity of Head of Household 
triggers and facilitates where needed 
funds can be allocated

• Non-profit organizations

• Tribal governments

• Tribal programs

• Urban health programs



Self Identification

• You get to choose!

or



Field Operations

• Mail-out Mail-back (MOMB)

– 67% in 2000 Census

– Every 1% rise in the MOMB rate saves $70-
90 million dollars to our tax payers

• Update Leave

– Rural areas, PO Boxes, Tribes

• Update Enumerate

– Rural AIAN Tribes







Federal Register

• Used by the Department of the Interior & 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs

– Indian entities recognized and eligible to 
receive services from the United States 
Bureau of Indian Affairs

For example: Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of 
the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, Montana



Please Help us Promote Via:

– Proclamations

– Resolutions

– Post flyers

– Posters

– Census Logo

– Web site 
promotion

– URL links

Cut & Paste URL onto your web-site for quick video feeds
(/mediacenter/portrait-of-america/poa-american-indian.php)



Partnership Materials
http://2010.census.gov

The Consolidated Federal Funds Report

http://www.census.gov/govs/cffr/

Visit our Web Site



Thank you! 


