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RCW 47.01.260 

Authority of department. 

(1) The department of transportation shall exercise all the powers and perform all the duties necessary, 
convenient, or incidental to the planning, locating, designing, constructing, improving, repairing, operating, and 
maintaining state highways, including bridges and other structures, culverts, and drainage facilities and 
channel changes necessary for the protection of state highways, and shall examine and allow or disallow bills, 
subject to the provisions of RCW 85.07.170, for any work or services performed or materials, equipment, or 
supplies furnished. 

(2) Subject to the limitations of RCW 4.24.115, the department, in the exercise of any of its powers, may 
include in any authorized contract a provision for indemnifying the other contracting party against specific loss 
or damages arising out of the performance of the contract. 

(3) The department is authorized to acquire property as provided by law and to construct and maintain 
thereon any buildings or structures necessary or convenient for the planning, design, construction, operation, 
maintenance, and administration of the state highway system and to acquire property and to construct and 
maintain any buildings, structures, appurtenances, and facilities necessary or convenient to the health and 
safety and for the accommodation of persons traveling upon state highways. 

(4) The department is authorized to engage in planning surveys and may collect, compile, and analyze 
statistics and other data relative to existing and future highways and highway needs throughout the state, and 
shall conduct research, investigations, and testing as it deems necessary to improve the methods of 
construction and maintenance of highways and bridges. 

[2006 c 368 § 2; 1983 c 29 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 58§ 1.] 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4 7.01.260 9/16/2013 
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RCW 47.04.080 

Joint action with other governments and agencies. 

The department is empowered to join financially or otherwise with any other state or any county, city, or town 
of any other state, or with any foreign country, or any province or district of any foreign country, or with the 
federal government or any agency thereof, or with any or all thereof, for the erecting, constructing, operating, 
or maintaining of any bridge, trestle, or any other structure, for the continuation or connection of any state 
highway across any stream, body of water, gulch, navigable water, swamp, or other topographical formation 
requiring any such structure and forming a boundary between the state of Washington and any other state or 
foreign country, and for the purchase or condemnation of right-of-way therefor. 

[1984 c 7 § 88; 1973 1st ex.s. c 151 § 11; 1961 c 13 § 47.04.080. Prior: 1937 c 53§ 47 1/2; RRS § 6400-47 
1/2.] 

Notes: 
Severability --1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=47.04.080 9/16/2013 
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RCW 47.04.081 

Urban public transportation systems - Participation in planning, 
development, and establishment. 

Page 1 of 1 

The department is empowered to join financially or otherwise with any public agency or any county, city, or 
town in the state of Washington or any other state, or with the federal government or any agency thereof, or 
with any or all thereof for the planning, development, and establishment of urban public transportation systems 
in conjunction with new or existing highway facilities. 

[1984 c 7 § 89; 1967 c 108 § 13; 1965 ex.s. c 170 § 63.] 

Notes: 
Severability --1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141. 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

http:/ /apps.leg. wa.gov/rcw /default.aspx?cite=4 7 .04. 081 9/16/2013 
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RCW 47.12.010 

Acquisition of property authorized - Condemnation actions - Cost. 

Whenever it is necessary to secure any lands or interests in land for a right-of-way for any state highway, or for 
the drainage thereof or construction of a protection therefor or so as to afford unobstructed vision therefor 
toward any railroad crossing or another public highway crossing or any point of danger to public travel or to 
provide a visual or sound buffer between highways and adjacent properties or for the purpose of acquiring 
sand pits, gravel pits, borrow pits, stone quarries, or any other land for the extraction of materials for 
construction or maintenance or both, or for any site for the erection upon and use as a maintenance camp, of 
any state highway, or any site for other necessary structures or for structures for the health and 
accommodation of persons traveling or stopping upon the state highways of this state, or any site for the 
construction and maintenance of structures and facilities adjacent to, under, upon, within, or above the right-of­
way of any state highway for exclusive or nonexclusive use by an urban public transportation system, or for 
any other highway purpose, together with right-of-way to reach such property and gain access thereto, the 
department of transportation is authorized to acquire such lands or interests in land in behalf of the state by 
gift, purchase, or condemnation. In case of condemnation to secure such lands or interests in land, the action 
shall be brought in the name of the state of Washington in the manner provided for the acquiring of property for 
the public uses of the state, and in such action the selection of the lands or interests in land by the secretary of 
transportation shall, in the absence of bad faith, arbitrary, capricious, or fraudulent action, be conclusive upon 
the court and judge before which the action is brought that said lands or interests in land are necessary for 
public use for the purposes sought. The cost and expense of such lands or interests in land may be paid as a 
part of the cost of the state highway for which such right-of-way, drainage, unobstructed vision, sand pits, 
gravel pits, borrow pits, stone quarries, maintenance camp sites, and structure sites or other lands are 
acquired. 

[1977 ex.s. c 151 § 46; 1967 c 108 § 4; 1961 c 13 § 47.12.010. Prior: 1937 c 53§ 25, part; RRS § 6400-25, 
part.] 

Notes: 
Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

Right-of-way donations: Chapter 47.14 RCW. 

http:/ /apps.leg. wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4 7 .12. 010 9/17/2013 
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RCW 47.12.026 

Acquisition of state lands or interests or rights therein - Easements -
Removal of materials - Relocation of railroad tracks. 

(1) The department of transportation may acquire an easement for highway or toll facilities right-of-way or for 
ferry terminal or docking facilities, including the right to make necessary fills, on, over, or across the beds of 
navigable waters which are under the jurisdiction of the department of natural resources, in accordance with 
the provisions of RCW 47.12.023, except that no charge may be made to the department of transportation for 
such an easement. 

(2) The department of transportation may obtain an easement for highway or toll facilities purposes or for 
ferry terminal or docking facilities on, over, or across harbor areas in accordance with RCW 47.12.023 but only 
when the areas are approved by the harbor line commission as a public place for public landings, wharves, or 
other public conveniences of commerce or navigation. No charge may be made to the department of 
transportation for such an easement. 

(3) Upon the selection by the department of transportation of an easement for highway or toll facilities right­
of-way or for ferry terminal or docking facilities, as authorized in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, the 
department of natural resources shall cause to be executed and delivered to the department of transportation 
an instrument transferring the easement. Whenever the state no longer requires the easement for highway or 
toll facilities right-of-way or for ferry terminal or docking facilities, the easement shall automatically terminate 
and the department of transportation shall, upon request, cause to be executed an instrument relinquishing to 
the department of natural resources all of its interest in the lands. 

(4) The department of transportation, pursuant to the procedures set forth in RCW 47.12.023, may remove 
sand and gravel and borrow materials and stone from the beds of navigable waters under the jurisdiction of the 
department of natural resources which lie below the line of ordinary high water upon the payment of fair market 
value per cubic yard for such materials to be determined in the manner set forth in RCW 47.12.023. 

(5) The department of transportation may acquire full jurisdiction over lands under the jurisdiction of the 
department of natural resources including the beds of navigable waters that are required for the relocation of 
the operating tracks of any railroad that will be displaced by the acquisition of such railroad property for state 
highway purposes. The department of transportation may exchange lands so acquired in consideration or 
partial consideration for the land or property rights needed for highway purposes and may cause to be 
executed a conveyance of the lands in the manner prescribed in RCW 47.12.150. In that event the department 
of transportation shall pay to the department of natural resources, as just compensation for the acquisition, the 
fair market value of the property, including the beds of any navigable waters, to be determined in accordance 
with procedures set forth in RCW 47.12.023. 

[1984 c 7 § 116; 1977 ex.s. c 103 § 2.] 

Notes: 
Severability --1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.0'1.141. 

http:/ /apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4 7 .12. 026 9/16/2013 
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RCW 47.12.120 

Lease of unused highway land or air space. 

The department may rent or lease any lands, improvements, or air space above or below any lands that are 
held for highway purposes but are not presently needed. The rental or lease: 

(1) Must be upon such terms and conditions as the department may determine; 

(2) Is subject to the provisions and requirements of zoning ordinances of political subdivisions of 
government; 

(3) Includes lands used or to be used for both limited access and conventional highways that otherwise 
meet the requirements of this section; and 

(4) In the case of bus shelters provided by a local transit authority that include commercial advertising, may 
charge the transit authority only for commercial space. 

[2003 c 198 § 2; 1977 ex.s. c 151 §50; 1969 c 91 § 1; 1961 c 13 § 47.12.120. Prior: 1949 c 162 § 1; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6400-122.] 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=47.12.120 9/16/2013 
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RCW 47.52.020 
Powers of highway authorities- State facility, county road crossings. 

The highway authorities of the state, counties, and incorporated cities and towns, acting alone or in 
cooperation with each other, or with any federal, state, or local agency, or any other state having authority to 
participate in the construction and maintenance of highways, may plan, designate, establish, regulate, vacate, 
alter, improve, construct, maintain, and provide limited access facilities for public use wherever the authority or 
authorities are of the opinion that traffic conditions, present or future, will justify the special facilities. However, 
upon county roads within counties, the state or county authorities are subject to the consent of the county 
legislative authority, except that where a state limited access facility crosses a county road the department 
may, without the consent of the county legislative authority, close off the county road so that it will not intersect 
such limited access facility. 

The department may, in constructing or relocating any state highway, cross any county road at grade 
without obtaining the consent of the county legislative authority, and in so doing may revise the alignment of 
the county road to the extent that the department finds necessary for reasons of traffic safety or practical 
engineering considerations. 

[1984 c 7 § 239; 1961 c 13 § 47.52.020. Prior: 1957 c 235 § 2; prior: 1953 c 30 § 1; 1951 c 167 § 4; 1947 c 202 
§ 2, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-61, part.] 

Notes: 
Severability --1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141. 

http:/ /apps.leg. wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4 7 .52. 020 9/16/2013 




