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Meeting Objectives

Review overview state aviation system hierarchy

Discuss council mission and focus

Approve charter

Approve public involvement plan

Review work program

Discuss next steps
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Aviation System Planning Overview
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Aviation System Planning Hierarchy
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Panel Discussion

Washington Transportation Plan
– Paul Parker, Washington State Transportation Commission

FAA National Plan
– Dennis Roberts, FAA

Economic Viability & State Economic Plan 
– Larry Williams, CTED
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Washington Transportation Plan
Guest Speaker: Paul Parker
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Comprehensive, balanced,Comprehensive, balanced,
and statewideand statewide

a systematic a systematic 
approach approach 
to moving people and to moving people and 
goodsgoods

Washington State Washington State 
Transportation Transportation 
Commission Commission 



What is the Washington State What is the Washington State 
Transportation Commission?Transportation Commission?

Independent, Governor appointed, Independent, Governor appointed, 
geographically balanced citizen boardgeographically balanced citizen board

Prepares a 20 year Comprehensive and Prepares a 20 year Comprehensive and 
Balanced Statewide Transportation Balanced Statewide Transportation 
Plan  (WTP)Plan  (WTP)

Sets ferry fares and highway tollsSets ferry fares and highway tolls

Engages in public outreach and Engages in public outreach and 
provides a public forum forprovides a public forum for



The Infrastructure PictureThe Infrastructure Picture

LetLet’’s start with s start with ““How Much?How Much?”” What What 
do we spend?do we spend?

In 2005, highway and transit investment nationally In 2005, highway and transit investment nationally 
totaled $88 billion from federal, state and local totaled $88 billion from federal, state and local 
sources sources 

20072007--09 Washington State Transportation Budget   09 Washington State Transportation Budget   
$7.53 billion$7.53 billion



The Infrastructure DeficitThe Infrastructure Deficit

What is Needed?What is Needed?

AASHTO estimates annual modal investment needed:AASHTO estimates annual modal investment needed:
–– Highways and TransitHighways and Transit $187 billion$187 billion
–– Freight RailFreight Rail (public, private) (public, private) $12 billion$12 billion
–– Intercity Passenger RailIntercity Passenger Rail $3.3 billion$3.3 billion



Growth at certain key hubs will be anywhere from 40% 
to nearly 70%.   Without system improvements delays will 
cost much more than the $10 billion estimated last year.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reports the 
number of passengers carried by United States commercial 
air carriers is on track to hit the one billion mark by 2015 –
8 years from now.

--WSDOT Aviation Update

Steady Growth ForecastSteady Growth Forecast
in Air Travelin Air Travel



Washington Transportation PlanWashington Transportation Plan

The PNW shares the national infrastructure The PNW shares the national infrastructure 
challenges.challenges.
Washington has a 20Washington has a 20--year plan year plan –– strategy strategy 
outline. outline. 
Comprehensive, balanced, and statewideComprehensive, balanced, and statewide
guide for transportation policy and investment guide for transportation policy and investment 
decisionsdecisions
Addresses all levels of governmentAddresses all levels of government
Looks at private sector needs, investment, and Looks at private sector needs, investment, and 
actionsactions



Washington Transportation PlanWashington Transportation Plan

Identifies a need to Identifies a need to 
invest over $67 billion invest over $67 billion 
over the next 20 over the next 20 
years years ……..
$38 billion of which is $38 billion of which is 
unfunded unfunded 



The Washington Transportation PlanThe Washington Transportation Plan

Existing resources will provide about $30.5 Existing resources will provide about $30.5 
billion for investments in transportation services billion for investments in transportation services 
and facilities over the next 16 yearsand facilities over the next 16 years
Commission took a strategic approach in Commission took a strategic approach in 
establishing some guiding principles for establishing some guiding principles for 
investmentsinvestments



#1:  PRESERVATION
•Fundamental transportation investment 
is system preservation
•Foundation for other investment 
guidelines

New cable median barrier along I-5 helped 
prevent this semi truck from crossing the 
median.

#2:  SAFETY
Safety of the traveling 
public is the state’s highest 
priority



#3:  
ECONOMIC     
VITALITY

• Basic user benefits (mainly reduced 
operating and production costs, reduced 
passenger and freight delay and reduced 
accidents) 

• Jobs from project construction and the 
multiplier effect 

• Economic productivity increases 

• Development for local or regional 
economies



#4:  MOBILITY
•Provide connectivity and 
reliability to work, to customers, to 
friends, to activities, to shopping

•Increase the use of transit to 
reduce congestion on our most 
heavily traveled highways 


