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APPENDIX A TUKWILA SHORELINE REGULATIONS:  RIVER AND 
LOW IMPACT ENVIRONMENTS 

This appendix includes more specific “management environment” standards than are shown in 
Section 5 of the report.  These more specific standards appear to be directed to local access roads 
rather than state highways. 

Tukwila Municipal Code 18.44.130 
B. River environment uses shall conform to the following standards: 

1. Access roads, parking or storage areas, the closest edge of which shall be a minimum of 
40 feet from the mean high water mark; 

2. The centerline of railroad lead tracks shall be located no closer than 40 feet from the mean 
high water mark, except where the railroad lead track is bridging the river; 

3. Where the riverbank has been reconstructed, it shall be landscaped with suitable plant 
material consistent with flood control measures to include large hardy shade or fruit trees, at 
maximum of 30 feet on center, such as maple, alder, poplar, cottonwood, sycamore, willow, 
oak, beech, walnut, ash and birch, or other species approved by the Director.  In addition, at 
least one of the following landscape materials shall be used: 

a. Live groundcover at a maximum of 18 inches on center; 

b. Natural grass; 

c. Addition to the existing natural vegetation where appropriate; 

4. Facilities such as pumps, pipes, etc., shall be suitably screened with hardy plant material; 

5. Utility easements where necessary shall be landscaped with live groundcover or natural grass 
cover. 

Tukwila Municipal Code 18.44.140 
B. Low-impact environment uses shall conform to the following standards: 

1. Structures shall be sited and appropriately landscaped in accordance with underlying zoning 
regulations; 

2. Access roads shall be located no closer than ten feet to buildings, spur tracks or 
parking/loading and storage facilities, and the effective setback area shall be suitably 
landscaped. This shall not prohibit ingress and egress points between an access road and the 
described facilities; 

3. Parking, loading, and storage facilities shall be appropriately screened from the river with: 

a. A solid evergreen screen of a minimum six-foot height; or 
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b. Decorative fence six feet high. (Note: Chain link fence shall be slatted and planted with ivy or 
other trailing vine except where a safety hazard may exist.); or 

c. Large hardy shade or fruit trees such as maple, alder, poplar, cottonwood, sycamore, willow, 
oak, beech, walnut, ash, birch or other species approved by the Director at a maximum of 30 feet 
on center; or 

d. Earth berms at a minimum of four feet high, suitably planted with live groundcover or 
natural grass; 

4. Railroad lead trackage shall be no closer than 15 feet to parking/loading and storage facilities, 
and shall be suitably landscaped. 


