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Location

Field Site No. DAHP No.

Historic Name: Amicarella House

Common Name:

Property Address: 2829 Ralph N, Spokane, WA 99217
Comments:

Tax No./Parcel No. 35102.1801

Plat/Block/Lot Peter Sapro's - Riverside Addition/Spo 81/1/1
Acreage

Supplemental Map(s)

Township/Range/EW Section 1/4Sec 1/4 1/4 Sec County Quadrangle

T25R43E 10 Spokane SPOKANE NE
Coordinate Reference

Easting: 2413170

Northing: 872603

Projection: Washington State Plane South

Datum: HARN (feet)

Identification

Survey Name: NSC Date Recorded: 10/12/2010

Field Recorder: Craig Holstine

Owner's Name: John Amicarella

Owner Address: 2829 N Ralph Street

City: Spokane State: WA Zip: 98217

Classification: Building

Resource Status: Comments:
Survey/Inventory

Within a District? No

Contributing? No

National Register:

Local District:

National Register District/Thematic Nomination Name:
Eligibility Status: Not Determined - SHPO
Determination Date: 1/1/0001

Determination Comments:
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Description

Historic Use: Domestic - Single Family House Current Use:  Domestic - Single Family House

Plan: Rectangle Stories: 1 Structural System: Mixed

Changes to Plan: Intact Changes to Interior: Intact

Changes to Original Cladding: Intact Changes to Windows: Intact

Changes to Other:

Other (specify):

Style: Cladding: Roof Type: Roof Material:

Ranch Wood - Drop Siding Hip - Hip with cross gable  Asphalt / Composition
Brick

Foundation: Form/Type:

Concrete - Poured Single Family

Narrative

Study Unit Other

Architecture/Landscape Architecture

Date of Construction; 1964 Built Date Builder:  unknown

Engineer: unknown
Architect: unknown

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places:No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Statement of
Significance:

John and Nora Amicarella owned the previous house that stood on the north half of this property. Unlike
the present house, it faced north onto East Cleveland Avenue. After it burned in 1963, the Amicarellas
built the present house, which was completed in 1964, facing east onto North Ralph Street.

The house reflects changing trends in residential architecture of the post-World War Il era. With the
bungalow out of fashion, residential architecture returned to less formal roots of the adobe ranch house
of low roofs and ceilings and unpretentious massings and living spaces. In Ranchers, the floor plan is open,
with living, dining and kitchen areas blending together, as opposed to smaller rooms divided into boxes of
individual identity, as per earlier plans. Like other homes of the era, the Amicarella house is low and
relatively wide, expanding across a long, wide lot. The house reflects the inclusion of the automobile into
the family, with its garage attached to the south end of the house, rather than detached as a separate
building typical of previous eras.

Although the house retains excellent integrity and is a good representative of a recognizable architectural
style (Ranch House), it is less than 50 years old and not of exceptional significance. Therefore it is not
presently eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.
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Description of The house displays elements typical of a Ranch style house: single-story; long, low roofline with hip and
Physical cross-gables; wide overhanging eaves; basically rectangular footprint; large windows in kitchen and living
Appearance; and dining rooms; decorative bricks used on portions of the exterior; and an open floor plan. The latter is

evidenced by line-of-sight from the front window through the living and dining rooms and out the large
rear windows. Press-board siding covers most of the exterior walls. Decorative white bricks of irregular
shapes with dark brown mortar cover the central facade surrounding the plate-glass window and front
door, backing the front porch with its wrought-iron railing. Matching white bricks are used in the chimney
and interior fire place. A keystone-shaped louvered vent is centered over the wooden roll-away garage
door with decorative designs cut into the wood panels. A pedestrian door opens onto a small concrete
porch accessing the large back yard and swimming pool. Southwest of the pool is a metal-sided and
roofed shop. A green, red and white sign in Italian-flag motif reads “Poppy’s Place” over the roll-away
metal vehicle door entering the eastward end of the shop.

Major Amicarella, John. Personal communication. Spokane, 12 October 2010.
Bibliographic Amicarella, Nora. Personal communication. Spokane, 12 October 2010.
References:

Bricker, David. “Ranch Houses Are Not All the Same.” Originally published in Preserving the Recent Past 2,
edited by Deborah Slaton and William G. Foulks, Washington, DC: Historic Preservation Education
Foundation, National Park Service, and Association for Preservation Technology International, 2000.
Accessed on line at: http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/suburbs/Bricker.pdf.
Spokane County Assessor’s Parcel Sheet #35102.1801 and Field Book #657, the former on-line, the latter
at Eastern Regional Archives, Washington State Archives, Cheney.

“Ranch-style house.” Wikipedia at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranch-style_house.
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Photos

Front & north elevations, oblique to SW
2010

Garage and front to NW
2010
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Front porch & door
2010

Rear oblique to N
2010
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Metal shop & pool to SW
2010
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