
WSDOT/ACEC Structures Team  

June 13, 2008 Meeting – 

WSDOT Bridge Office 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 
Conf Room 1034 – Phone 360.528.4023 
 
 
Members: 

WSDOT ACEC  Guests 
Dick Stoddard (705.7217) Mark Johnson (CH2M HILL)  Bijan Khaleghi 
Ron Lewis Paul Bott (HDR)   Tony Allen 
Geoff Swett Steve Aisaka (Parametrix)  Lee Marsh 
Mike Grigware David Goodyear (TY Lin)  
Eric Schultz Jim Schettler (Jacobs)  
Jessie Beaver Rich Johnson (HNTB) 
John Lefotu Yuhe Yang (PB) 
 
 
Action Items after 5/23/08 Meeting: 

 D. Stoddard to post the “Project Delivery Expectation Matrix” in a prominent 
location on the ACEC / WSDOT website. 

 Send team members a copy of the WSDOT Level 2 Environmental 
Documentation template. (G. Swett) 

• EOR and requirement to stamp As-Built drawings on D/B Contracts.  Draft a 
problem statement and policy change proposal.  (J. Beaver & J. Schettler) 

• Team members to review BDM and nominate Chapters and subjects that need the 
most urgent attention.  Focus is to clearly identify “hard points” in design policy 
as well as “soft points”.  Address how WSDOT can get more from D / B Teams 
by providing more clarity or options in the BDM.  (All)   

• Team to solicit input from EOR’s for past and  current D /B Projects.  Solicit 
input from WSDOT reviewers ( M. Johnson, J. Schettler, E. Schultz, D. 
Stoddard )   

• Establish a spreadsheet for tracking the progress of each Subject (Y.Yang) 
• Review the BDM publishing / implementation of the Design Memos.  Prepare a 

recommendation to committee sponsor.  Possible items for considerations: 
o Dedicated engineer for overall BDM 
o Dedicated engineer for each section of the BDM 
o E. Schultz / G. Swett to lead effort 
o Why:  Contractual implications / less likely to forget the Design Memo 
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Agenda for 6/13/08 Meeting: 

 
  
9:00 am 30 min • Introduction of Members and Guests 

• Establish Today’s Agenda 
Notes: Presented 2008 Structures Team Status Report (see attached link to the 
presentation) 

 

9:30 am  150 min • AASHTO – T3 Committee Presentation 
Revisions to New Seismic Code 
Tony Allen & Lee Marsh 

Notes: (see attachment link for connection to the presentation) 
Conclusion:   

WSDOT policy for widening of bridges in liquefiable zones was discussed.  Is it 
purely an economic issue or is liquefaction a life-safety issue.  Bridge design goal 
is to achieve life safety through a no collapse strategy.  Liquefaction does not 
cause collapse of bridges with adequate connectivity and ductility.  WSDOT 
current policy may need to be relaxed to make projects affordable. 

 
12:00 pm. 30 min Working Lunch –  

• Review Minutes of Previous Meeting 
• Review Action Items  
• Charter Endorsement 
•  

Notes: 
 

Discussed memo from Don Nelson regarding environmental permit agreements 
and contract language.  The construction staff, spec writers , and environmental 
liaisons are working together much better than four years ago.  Various solutions 
from different regions have been compared and a consistent method of addressing 
environmental commitments and permits in the contracts is emerging.  Placing the 
permit language in the plans is being abandoned, the permit language will be in 
the special provisions. 

 
Charter Endorsement – Current revisions were accepted.  The final document will be sent 

to all members.  Endorsement is assumed.  Members will need to send a comment 
to Dick if they do not endorse the charter. 
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12:30 pm. 30 min Conclusion and Action Item Review 
Notes: 

Next meeting –- WSDOT , Sept. 12, 2008  at WSDOT – Tumwater Office 

Action Items 

• EOR and requirement to stamp As-Built drawings on D/B Contracts.  Draft a 
problem statement and policy change proposal.  (J. Beaver & J. Schettler) 

• Team members to review BDM and nominate Chapters and subjects that need the 
most urgent attention.  Focus is to clearly identify “hard points” in design policy 
as well as “soft points”.  Address how WSDOT can get more from D / B Teams 
by providing more clarity or options in the BDM.  (All)   

• Team to solicit input from EOR’s for past and  current D /B Projects.  Solicit 
input from WSDOT reviewers ( M. Johnson, J. Schettler, E. Schultz, D. 
Stoddard )   

• Establish a spreadsheet for tracking the progress of each Subject (Y.Yang) 
• Review the BDM publishing / implementation of the Design Memos.  Prepare a 

recommendation to committee sponsor.  Possible items for considerations: 
o Dedicated engineer for overall BDM 
o Dedicated engineer for each section of the BDM 
o E. Schultz / G. Swett to lead effort 
o Why:  Contractual implications / less likely to forget the Design Memo 

• Invite Environmental Trainer to Sept. Meeting to discuss Cross Training and how 
to implement the Structure Team recommendation 

 

1:00 pm.  Adjourn 
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