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Washington State
Department of Transportation

US 2 Route Development Plaﬁnm

Segment 2: Monroe
Mile Post 12.70 to 15.64
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What are the problems in this segment?

 Population Growth: The city of Monroe is one of the
fastest growing cities along US 2. The population of Monroe
Increased from just over 4,200 people in 1990 to almost
16,000 in 2005

« Heavy Congestion: Weekday and weekend traffic are
equally congested. Today over 40,000 vehicles use this
section of US 2 and numbers are expected to increase
significantly by 2030

 High collision rates: Between January 1999 and
October 2006, 1,247 collisions were experienced on this
segment of US 2; 55% of which were rear-end collisions,
which are often due to traffic congestion. 5 collisions resulted
In 5 fatalities

What does this segment look like today?

e A 4-lane limited access highway with u-turn pockets through
the heart of the city’s retail area

 The speed limit Is 45 mph at the city limits and 35 mph
through the retall core

e Drivers use city streets, SR 203, SR 522 and even parking
lots between retail establishments to bypass traffic on US 2

What Is the 2030 vision for the segment?
* The existing 4-lane highway will be widened to 5 lanes
and sidewalk improvements will be made through the

city’s retail area

e Build a bypass from SR 522 northeast around Monroe
In two stages

e Widen the bridge at Woods Creek



