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• A Marine Cargo Forecast conducted every 5 years by Washington 
Public Ports Association (WPPA) and WSDOT, the first in 1985 and 
the most recent in 2004. 

• A WPPA Freight Rail Capacity Study completed in 2004. 
• A survey of Washington State freight customers in 2004 and 2007. 
• The Freight Report of the 2005 Washington Transportation Plan 

Update, a data driven analysis of the state’s freight system, freight 
customers, economic relevance, and prioritized needs. 

• A Freight Efficiency and Competitiveness Phase I Study in 2006. 
• The Puget Sound Regional Council’s Air Cargo Strategy in 2006. 
• a Washington State Rail Capacity and System Needs Study completed 

for The Commission in 2007. 
• In 2007, the WSDOT Office of Freight Strategy and Policy became the 

Freight Systems Division (FSD) to support Washington’s freight 
systems by providing strategic planning for freight investments and 
managing the state’s freight and passenger rail programs. 

• A Truck Needs Assessment, including a truck volume and 
classification data base within the city of Seattle, completed in 2007. 

• A study completed in 2007 that recommends the development of a 
Washington State Freight Data System. 

• An expanded freight transportation component in the 2007-2026 
Highway System Plan (HSP) Update. 

• A Washington State Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS), 
including air cargo specific data and analysis, ongoing since 2006. 

 
Numerous other freight-related data collection and planning efforts exist at 
the local, state, and national level.  Information about these efforts can be 
accessed at www.wsdot.wa.gov/freight/. 

The FGTS Tonnage Classification System 

The FGTS tonnage classification system is used to classify state highways, 
county roads, and city streets according to the average annual gross truck 
tonnage they carry.  Freight corridors with statewide significance, usually 
designated as Strategic Freight Corridors, are those routes that carry an 
average of four million or more gross tons by truck annually.   
 
The tonnage classifications used for designating the FGTS are as follows: 

 
T-1 more than 10 million tons per year 
T-2 4 million to 10 million tons per year 
T-3 300,000 to 4 million tons per year 
T-4 100,000 to 300,000 tons per year 
T-5 at least 20,000 tons in 60 days 
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