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Methodology 

• Disciplines covered 
– Social Elements 
– Economic Considerations 
– Public Access and Safety 
– Relocation and Disruption 
– Environmental Justice 

• Study Area is ½ mile on either side of the 
proposed route. 
– Environmental Justice study area is ½ mile on either 

side of proposed and existing routes 



Data Sources 
– Previous Technical Memorandums (2007/2008) 
– GIS and mapping from various public sources 
– Census data  

• 2010 when available 
• American Community Survey 2005-2009 
• 2000 when best available 

Environmental Justice 
– Followed WSDOT guidance in EPM & CEQ 
– Poverty level is $22,350 for 4 person family 



Affected Environment 

• Social Elements 
– Community 

Characteristics 
• Demographics 
• Neighborhoods 
• Public & Social 

Facilities 



– Connectivity 
• Number and quality of connections within and 

between neighborhoods 
• LOS of intersections 

– Cohesion 
• Reflected in neighborhood’s ability to function as a 

singular unit. 
• Enjoyment 

– Economic Conditions 
• Economy 
• Property Values 

Affected Environment (con’t.) 



• Public Access & Safety 
– Intersections 
– Right of Way 

• Relocation & Disruption 
– Encroachments 

• Environmental Justice 

Affected Environment (cont) 



Census 2010 – 
Minority Data 



Census 2010 – 
Ethnicity Data for 
Hispanic Populations 



American Community 
Survey 2005-2009 
 
Low-Income 
Household Data 



Effects 
• Social Elements 
• Connectivity 

• Minor for traffic impacts 
• Cohesion 

– Minor for most of study area 
– Moderate at 108th Street SW and Bridgeport Way SW 

due to noise 
• Economic Effects 

– Construction 
– Operation - Property Values 



• Public Access & Safety 
– Intersections (discussed with TDR) 
– Right of Way 

• Relocation  
• Disruption 
• Environmental Justice 
• Cumulative 

 

Effects, (con’t.) 



Socio-
Economic 
Element 

TR Junction to (and including) Bridgeport Way SE 

Construction Operation 
EJ – Low 
Income 

EJ – 
Minority 

Connectivity Freighthouse square 
only 

Minor Minor Minor 

Cohesion None None None None 
Economics Negligible Minor 

(no project impacts 
@ Lakewood Station) 

Negligible Negligible 

Public Access 
& Safety 

Minor Minor Minor Minor 

Disruption Freighthouse square 
only 

None None None 

Summary of Effects 



Socio-Economic 
Element 

South of Bridgeport Way SE to Camp Murray 

Construction Operation 
EJ – Low 
Income EJ – Minority 

Connectivity Minor Minor Minor Minor 

Cohesion Minor Moderate Minor Minor 

Economics Negligible Minor Minor Minor 

Public Access & 
Safety 

Minor Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Disruption Minor None Minor to 
Negligible 

Minor 

Summary of Effects 



Socio-Economic 
Element 

Camp Murray to Nisqually Junction 

Construction Operation 
EJ – Low 
Income EJ – Minority 

Connectivity Minor Minor Minor Minor 

Cohesion None None None None 

Economics Negligible Minor Minor Minor 

Public Access & 
Safety 

Minor Minor Minor Minor 

Disruption Minor None None None 

Summary of Effects 



Project Design Features & Mitigation 
• Signalization and Intersection Upgrades 
• Operation Lifesaver 
• Fencing, signage, and landscaping 
• Wayside horns 
• Continuous welded track 
• Lane closures but not intersection closures 

(except at night) for construction 
 

• Mitigation 
– Cumulative Impacts – potential to use the railroad right 

of way to build a pedestrian connection in the Tillicum 
neighborhood area 
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