SR 9 Corridor Improvements

Summer 2010

Many interests and values at stake

Funding

The Washington State Legislature has provided a total of $350
million to improve SR 9 from SR 522 in Maltby to SR 532 north of
Arlington. This funding comes from the 2003 Nickel gas tax,

the 2005 Transportation Partnership Account gas tax and
Snohomish County sources.

Construction limitations

SR 9 is an important commuter route, and the only north-south
alternative to I-5. To keep traffic moving during the day, much of the
construction on SR 9 must be performed at night. Some work also
requires warm, dry weather, limiting construction to spring and
summer months.

Environmental concerns

SR 9 winds through wetlands, creeks and forested areas that serve
as habitat for many fish and animals. Some species, such as the
Chinook salmon population, have been designated as threatened
under the Federal Endangered Species Act. Because much of the
work on SR 9 will be done adjacent to or in wetlands and streams,
we will incorporate the needs of fish and wildlife into our construction
plans. More information can be found on the environmental section
of our website: www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment. More information on
threatened species is available on the US Fish and Wildlife Service
website: www.fws.gov

Working with Snohomish County and cities along SR 9

WSDOT engineers are working closely with Snohomish County
and cities along SR 9 to prioritize improvement projects. Projected
growth, collision history and traffic volumes are some of the factors
we use to prioritize SR 9 corridor improvement projects.

Tribes

Tribes have cultural and economic interests that are tied to
locations along SR 9. WSDOT is working with the Samish,

Snoqualmie, Tulalip and Yakama Tribes as we develop and
construct SR 9 improvements.

A busy intersection on State Route 9

Contact Information

We would like to hear from you.
Your thoughts and ideas guide us as
we develop solutions along the

SR 9 corridor.

www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr9

Mike Swires, P.E.

Traffic Engineer

Phone: (206) 440-4415

E-mail: swiresm@wsdot.wa.gov

Meghan Pembroke
Communications

Phone: (206) 440-4704

E-mail: pembrom@wsdot.wa.gov

American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk
for people with disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at 360-705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO

through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI Statement to Public: WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person
on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. For ques-
tions regarding WSDOT'’s Title VI Program, you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7089.
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Wider, safer State Route 9 corridor under way

State Route 9 extends 98 miles, from SR 522 north of Bothell
to the Canadian border. The highway parallels Interstate 5

to the east as it skirts through Snohomish, Skagit, and
Whatcom counties.

Growing population, increasing congestion

When it became a state highway in 1937, SR 9 mainly served
local traffic in rural areas. As the area developed economically,
the population and demand for affordable housing also grew.
Once-rural areas soon became suburban communities.

In Snohomish County, the population increased by nearly

80 percent between 1980 and 2000.

As the population increased, so did traffic on SR 9. The highway
is now an important transportation corridor for both commercial
vehicles and commuters. Current traffic volumes have exceeded
the capacity of the two-lane highway, leading to congestion and
delay during peak commute times.

Congestion-related collisions - like rear-end and sideswipe
collisions - have also increased along SR 9. From 1993 to 2000,
there were an average of 325 collisions per year on SR 9 in
Snohomish County. By 2007, that average had increased to
almost 450 collisions, for a total of nearly 4,000 collisions
between 2000 and 2007.

Improving safety and reducing congestion

Between 2000 and 2017, WSDOT will invest $350 million to
transform SR 9 into a wider, safer highway. We will widen the
highway to four lanes in some areas, add turn lanes at key
intersections to reduce the risk of head-on and sideswipe
collisions, install divided medians at select locations to prevent
crossover collisions, and upgrade pavement markings, guardrail,
drainage, culverts and lighting where needed.

When we wrap up work in 2017 on multiple projects along the
corridor, drivers will benefit from new signals, wider bridges, new
turn lanes and a wider roadway. These targeted improvements will
help reduce congestion, improve traffic flow, and enhance safety
throughout the SR 9 corridor.
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Photo left: Aerial view of the

existing SR 9/ SR 531 intersection.

(South is towards the top left corner of
the picture. SR 9 runs from top left to
bottom right. SR 531 runs from bottom left
to top right.)

Completed: Winter 2007

Photo right: A crew member placing matting
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