
 

 

 

March 30, 2016  

 

 

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Habitat Program 

600 N. Capitol Way 

Olympia, WA  98501-1091 

 

RE:  SR 18 Maple Valley to Issaquah-Hobart Road (MP 16.6 to 19.3) 

WDFW HPA Permit 00000F4792-14 

 

Dear Interested Parties: 

 

 

The Washington State Department of Transportation completed qualitative monitoring of the 

SR 18 MVIH HPA sites on August 26 and September 28, 2015, to determine compliance with 

the above-listed HPA. Monitoring activities included vegetation observations and photo 

documentation.  This Year-9 report is being issued for compliance with the reporting 

requirements of the WDFW HPA Permit 00000F4792-14. 

 

General Site Information 

WDFW HPA Permit Number 00000F4792-14 

Restoration Locations 
Along SR 18 between Maple Valley and 

Issaquah-Hobart Road 

Construction Date 2006-2007 

Monitoring Period 2007-2016 

Year of Monitoring 9 of 10 

Type of Restoration Riparian re-vegetation 

 

 

 

 

Site development: 

In general the sites have developed robust vegetation and appear to have stabilized slopes near 

SR 18. Due to the nature of the dense, mature vegetation, the monitoring staff collected 

qualitative cover estimates for these sites in lieu of survival. At year 9, survival does not appear 

to be an informative measure of the site performance. We have photos of each HPA site. Please 

let us know if you would like access to these photos. 
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Site Name 

WDFW Permit 

Requirement Results 

Cedar River Crossing 

Plantings shall be 

maintained as 

necessary for ten 

years to ensure 80 

percent or greater 

survival for each 

species of a 

contingency species 

and shall not be 

trimmed or removed 

without the approval 

of the WDFW Area 

Habitat Biologist.  

About 80% native woody cover across the site. 

Nearly 100% cover between bridges; About 5-15% 

cover under the bridges; About 30-40% cover along 

the banks of Cedar River. Pretty even mix of species 

(see planting plan for list). Several conifers appear 

stressed and/or dying. 

Taylor Creek 244
th

 Ave Crossing About 65% native woody cover overall. Dominated 

by willows (Salix species). Majority of the planted 

area was inundated due to beaver activity. 

Taylor Creek SE 215
th

 Place About 90% native woody cover overall. Sparse 

cover near the top of the slope on the north side of 

the site, but otherwise dense cover across the site. 

Red alder (Alnus rubra) and willows dominant with 

mix of shrubs and small conifers including volunteer 

western red cedar (Thuja plicata) and Douglas-fir 

(Pseudotsuga menziesii) in gravel bar area. A few 

stressed/dying conifers near SW edge of site. 

Taylor Creek Tributary Crossing 1 

Stream Realignment 

About 90-95% native woody cover overall. Small 

areas of low cover underneath bridges. Red alder and 

willows dominant with mix of understory shrubs and 

conifers. New plantings, sheet mulch, and coir logs 

at western end of site on both sides of Taylor Creek. 

Taylor Creek Tributary Crossing 2 About 95% native woody cover. Pacific ninebark 

(Physocarpus capitatus), and redosier dogwood 

(Cornus alba) dominant with mix of other shrubs. A 

few volunteer red elderberry (Sambucus racemosa) 

are doing well under the bridges (rip rap, unplanted 

areas). One large non-native sweetbriar rose (Rosa 

rubiginosa) present on west creek bank. 

Taylor Creek Tributary Crossing 3 About 95% native woody cover. Overstory of red 

alder and Pacific willow (Salix lasiandra), about 

10m in height. Understory of Pacific ninebark, 

salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis), roses (Rosa 

species), redosier dogwood, and Indian plum 

(Oemleria cerasiformis). 

Taylor Creek Tributary Crossing 4 Section A (eastbound): About 100% native woody 

cover. Overstory of red alder and willows. 

Understory of salmonberry, redosier dogwood, and 

twinberry honeysuckle (Lonicera involucrata). 

 

Section B (westbound): About 100% native woody 

cover. Primarily one layer canopy of shrubs 

including snowberry, beaked hazelnut (Corylus 

cornuta), vine maple (Acer circinatum), and red 

elderberry. Douglas-fir beginning to overtake shrub 

layer. Some die-off of western red cedar and 

Douglas-fir. 
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We welcome your questions or comments.  Please contact me at 360/570-2579 or by e-mail at 

littaud@wsdot.wa.gov for questions about these mitigation sites. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Doug Littauer 

Wetlands Program  

 

  

mailto:littaud@wsdot.wa.gov
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