
A-002-001

King County has been an active participant in planning for construction

of this project and has provided valuable information.  WSDOT will

continue to coordinate closely with King County as construction planning

continues.  Additional details on potential transit priority routes will be

developed as part of this process. 

WSDOT is committed to engaging key businesses, agencies, and

activity centers (sports and event facilities and the port terminals) in the

south end as they refine the current construction staging plan.  Thorough

planning will lessen the impacts of construction on traffic, parking,

access, and mobility in the project area and surrounding neighborhoods. 

By understanding access and mobility needs in the project area,

WSDOT will be able to develop a construction approach that avoids and

minimizes temporary disruptions.  These specific needs will be

incorporated into the staging plan where possible and advisable to help

ensure that traffic flows smoothly during construction.  WSDOT will

maintain communication during construction to monitor the effectiveness

of the staging plan and to make reasonable adjustments where

necessary.
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A-002-002

Transit travel times will certainly be considered in developing the

construction traffic management plan and will include queuing on the SR

99 mainline.  This is one key element in the information that needs to be

looked at as construction planning proceeds.  WSDOT has already

begun to coordinate closely with King County on construction planning

as they move toward the development of the traffic management plan,

which is expected to be finalized in May 2009.

 

A-002-003

As you are aware, WSDOT and SDOT have developed a series of

agreements related to a variety of subjects pertaining to aspects of the

Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program.  An

agreement on transit enhancements will be developed through

established procedures and coordinated with other agreements needed

for other aspects of the program. 

At this time, construction staging and phasing of the project continues to

be developed.  Changes to the potential construction staging and

phasing plans have occurred since the EA was published.  (Please see

Exhibits 4-8 through 4-12 in Attachment 1 of the FONSI).  As the

construction staging and phasing plans are developed in more detail, the

project team will reconvene the working group that developed the initial

transit enhancements list (WSDOT, King County Metro, and SDOT staff)

to reevaluate potential enhancements, determine a timeline, and develop

a means to reach agreement on project-related transit enhancements.

 An initial list of selection criteria is contained in Section 6.3.2 of

Appendix F, Transportation Discipline Report.

 

A-002-004

The project team is committed to working with King County Metro to

address concerns.  The project team is still evaluating the construction

staging and traffic detour scenarios that may use Airport Way S., Fourth
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Avenue S., and other streets in the area.  Further mitigation will be

addressed in the traffic management plan.

 

A-002-005

The schedule for the SR 519 Intermodal Access Project Phase 2 has

changed since the EA was issued.  Construction on SR 519 is now

scheduled to begin in the fall of 2008 and should be completed in mid-

2010.  The S. Holgate Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement

Project's utility relocations are expected to begin in mid-2009 with Stage

1 starting around spring 2010, so there would be perhaps 3 to 4 months

of overlap.

WSDOT is working with SDOT to develop a database tracking system

that will identify locations affected by overlapping construction schedules

in advance.  Where concurrent construction is unavoidable, these

locations will be monitored by direct observation, and adjustments will be

made to lane restrictions, detours, or closures as needed to reduce

delays.

 

A-002-006

No in-street staging areas are anticipated.  Truck routing will be planned

to avoid using transit pathways where possible.  King County will be

coordinated with as truck routes are developed. 

 

A-002-007

Your concern regarding the weight of transit coaches is appropriate and

will be taken into account as the detours are designed.

 

A-002-008

WSDOT is committed to engaging key businesses, agencies, and

activity centers (sports and event facilities and the port terminals) in the

south end as they refine the current construction staging plan.  Thorough
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planning will lessen the impacts of construction on traffic, parking,

access, and mobility in the project area and surrounding neighborhoods. 

By understanding access and mobility needs in the project area,

WSDOT will be able to develop a construction approach that avoids and

minimizes temporary disruptions.  These specific needs will be

incorporated into the staging plan where possible and advisable to help

ensure traffic flows smoothly during construction.

WSDOT will maintain communication and coordination with King County

Metro while planning for and during construction to ensure the

effectiveness of the traffic and bus staging plan for events in the stadium

area and will work to make reasonable adjustments where necessary.

 

A-002-009

Full closures of SR 99 on nights and weekends will be planned to avoid

overlapping with large events at Safeco Field, Qwest Field, or the Qwest

Field Event Center to the extent possible.  Planning for full closures will

include management of those facilities, City of Seattle, King County, and

local business representatives.  When full closures are needed, advance

notice will be provided to the media and widely publicized.  Detour routes

will be designated and clearly signed.

 

A-002-010

Buses are expected to operate similarly to auto traffic on First Avenue S.

and Fourth Avenue S., as reported in Section 6.2.1 Mobility of Appendix

F, Transportation Discipline Report.  Section 6.2.2 of Appendix F has

been modified to include text summarizing potential impacts to bus

operations on First and Fourth Avenues S.  Revisions to the text are

included in Attachment 1, Errata to the EA and Discipline Reports.

 

A-002-011

WSDOT is committed to working closely with King County Metro as they
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refine the current construction staging plan.  Thorough planning will

lessen the impacts of construction on traffic, parking, access, and

mobility in the project area and surrounding neighborhoods.  By

understanding access and mobility needs in the project area,

WSDOT will be able to develop a construction approach that avoids and

minimizes temporary disruptions, including responses to address the

effects of construction on transit.  These specific needs will be

incorporated into the staging plan where possible and advisable to help

ensure that traffic flows smoothly during construction.  WSDOT will

maintain communication during construction to monitor the effectiveness

of the staging plan and to make reasonable adjustments where

necessary.

 

A-002-012

S. King Street marks the northern limits of this project.  Existing

congestion or queuing along northbound Alaskan Way, north of S. King

Street, is not a result of this project.  Additionally, a signal is proposed at

the intersection of Alaskan Way S./S. King Street to help facilitate traffic

flow.  Analysis results indicate that with a signal, this intersection is

expected to operate at LOS B or better under the 2030 Build Alternative.
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