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600 - 108th Avenue NE, Suite 405
Believue, WA 98004
Main 425-456-8500

AN 2 2 2008 Fax 425-456-8600

M3: NB82-250

BV SOR
Ianuary 9, 2008 RIDORS OFFICE

Terry Higashiyama, Community Services Administrator .:P y

City of Renton
1055 Grady Way
Renton, WA 98055

Re:  1-405, Tukwila to Renton Improvement Project (I-5 to SR 169 - Phase 2)
iiberty Park, Cedar River Park, Cedar River Trail, and the Narco Property

Dear Ms. Higashiyama:

The City of Renton (the City) and WSDOT began a collaborative process in 2005 with a design
charette. This charette was in response to the anticipated effects that may result from the
proposed expansion of I-405 through the area of the Tri-Parks. The charette resulted in several
design concepts that were refined until both the City and WSDOT agreed on the project
footprint. The results are now being carried forward in the Tukwila to Renton Improvement
Project’s (the Project) Section 4(f) Evaluation.

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 USC 303) prohibits the Federal
Highway Administration from approving a transportation project that uses land from a
significant park, recreation area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge, or land of a historic site of
national, state, or local significance, unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative, and the
project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property.

This letter summarizes the consultation between Leslie Betlach, Director, Renton Parks, and

" Linda Osborn, I-405 Project Team on October 25, 2007. The 1-405 Project Team completed a
Section 4(f) evaluation for each of the resources. We prepared the evaluations based on
guidance contained in the FHWA Section 4(f) Policy Paper issued March 1, 2005; Title 2 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 771.135 (Section 4(N); and the WSDOT Environmental
Procedures Manual published March, 2005.

There will be no land acquired, either permanently or temporarily from Liberty Park, Cedar
River Trail, and the Narco property. Permanent acquisition of Section 4(f) protected resources at
Cedar River Park includes 35,752 square feet or 0.82 acres to construct the northbound off-ramp

from I-405 to SR 169.
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While the direct effects can be measured and expressed in a quantifiable area, both WSDOT and
the City of Renton concur that the Tukwila to Renton Project imposes other, even though less
quantifiable, effects to the recreation environments at Liberty Park, Cedar River Park, Cedar
River Trail, and the Narco property. The design charrette ferreted out these effects. Through this
process, WSDOT joined with the City to develop a master plan concept that works in
conjunction with the proposed I-405 corridor improvements. WSDOT and the City arrived at a

- consensus on necessary and desirable park improvements and further concurred on whether each
park improvement would be considered mitigation for effects as a result of the I-405 project or
would be city-desired recreation improvements. The outcome of this charette was incorporated
into the City of Renton Tri-Park Master Plan, which was adopted by the Renton City Council on
September 25, 2006.

The purpose of this letter is to document for the purposes of Section 4(f) compliance that the
City concurs with the following:

1) The City and WSDOT agree on each party’s responsibilities for the Tri-Park elements, as
documented in the Project’s Section 4(f) Evaluation, based on the magnitude of anticipated

impacts by the Project.

2}y WSDOT and the City agree that mitigation for the impacts will be implemented after the
Project improvements are funded.

3) WSDOT’s desire is to implement the Section 4(f) mitigation during construction of the
Project. However, if the City’s own funding and timeline for implementation makes this not
practical, then the City and WSDOT will develop a plan for mitigating the Project impacts
for which WSDOT is responsible.

Please confirm the City’s concurrence with the three points above by returning a copy of this
letter signed by the City’s designated representative.
Sincerely, Concurrence by City of Renton:
/ / Y/ :
et Zar
Stacy Trussler, Deputy Project Director Name:__ |

WSDOT, 1-405 Project

425.456.8563 Title:_Mayor, City of Renton
trussler @wsdot.wa.gov .
Date: ‘; /f '/7147{
cc: Gregg Zimmerman
Leslie Betlach

Ross Fenton






