
Why are noise and retaining walls 
being built?
Noise walls are being constructed 
to minimize noise to surrounding 
neighborhoods and businesses. 

During 2003 and 2004, as part of the 
Kirkland Nickel Improvement Project 
Environmental Assessment (EA), 
the I-405 project team analyzed 
noise impacts related to highway 
improvements.  These analyses 
consider projected highway noise 

levels, area topography, population 
density, cost, and the expected 
levels of noise reduction a wall would 
provide. The noise walls that will be 
built will provide cost effective noise 
reduction to populated areas within 
the project boundaries.

Retaining walls are being constructed 
to accommodate freeway widening, 
primarily near the NE 116th street 
interchange. A total of four new noise 
walls and four new retaining walls are 
being built. 

All walls will be constructed between 
May and November 2006, in order to 
minimize noise throughout the rest 
of construction, which runs through 
October 2007.  Portions of existing 
noise walls are being rebuilt to allow 
for I-405 widening and to further 
reduce noise levels. 

I-405 Kirkland Nickel Project – Stage 1 Construction

The Kirkland Nickel Stage 1 
Project, in combination with the 

Totem Lake Freeway Station 
Project, and future  I-405 
widening projects, provide 
congestion relief, improved 
safety, and new capacity 

to better serve the region’s 
transportation needs.

The neighborhood side of noise walls 
will have a stone block fi nish similar to 
the one pictured above. The Kirkland 
Advisory Committee helped select the 
noise wall designs.

What will noise and retaining walls 
look like?
Aesthetic enhancements to noise 
and retaining walls were developed 
through a collaborative process 
involving a Kirkland (citizen) Advisory 
Committee, the City of Kirkland, and 
WSDOT. The walls will have a stone 
block fi nish on the neighborhood side. 
All noise walls will be about a foot 
thick and 15-20 feet high, depending 
on terrain.

�� Noise Walls



Do you want more information about noise walls?
If you would like more information about noise 
or retaining walls, any other part of the Kirkland 
I-405 Stage 1 construction project, or would like 
to schedule a presentation for your group or 
organization, please contact:

Chris Hoffman
Community Outreach Coordinator
(425) 285-2966
chris.hoffman@kirkland405.com

Where will noise walls be located?
The four noise walls will vary in size; all noise 
walls will be located between NE 85th Street and 
NE 100th Street within the I-405 right-of-way. The 
specifi c locations for the noise walls are:

#1#1 In the South Rose Hill neighborhood, 
just north of NE 90th Street on the east 

side of I-405. The noise wall will extend 207 
feet diagonally between the Woodland Hills 
Apartments and the Costco parking lot. 

#2#2 In the South Rose Hill neighborhood, just 
north of noise wall #1, on the east side of 

I-405. The noise wall will extend 1,220 feet from 
the Woodland Hills Apartments to approximately 
NE 97th Street. A portion of the existing noise wall 
will be demolished to allow for freeway widening. 
The new noise wall will be built on top of a new 
retaining wall.

#3#3 In the Highlands neighborhood, on the 
west side of I-405. The noise wall will 

extend 930 feet from approximately NE 97th 
Street to NE 100th Street. A portion of the existing 
wall will be replaced with a new wall that is 6-10 
feet taller.

#4#4 In the Highlands neighborhood, on the west 
side of I-405. The noise wall will extend 

450 feet from approximately NE 91st Street to the 
existing noise wall.  A portion of the existing noise 
wall will be demolished and replaced with a new 
noise wall that is 6-10 feet taller.

Regular Construction Updates

For construction updates on the Kirkland Nickel 
Project and other I-405 projects, join WSDOT’s 
email update list by sending an email to 
lyris@lists.wsdot.wa.gov with “subscribe i-405” 
in the body of the message. Also visit www.
wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i405/SR520toSR522/ for 
more information.

Stage 1 Noise Wall Locations

The new noise walls, in combination with the existing noise 
walls, will help reduce noise levels to I-405 neighbors 
between NE 85th and NE 100th Streets.
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