
90 Tolling Project

Thank you for participating in the I-90 Tolling Project EIS Scoping!

October 2013

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are preparing an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) for the proposed I-90 Tolling Project that meets the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.

How to participate in the  
I-90 Tolling Project scoping process
As part of the EIS process, WSDOT and FHWA are conducting  
an additional scoping period to gather public, agency and tribal input on:

• The current project Purpose and Need statement 
• The potential range of alternatives under consideration for  

the Draft EIS 
• Potential environmental and social impacts
• Measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate effects of the proposal

We would like feedback on the Purpose and Need  
and potential range of alternatives
In 2012, the Washington State Legislature passed legislation directing 
WSDOT to study tolling I-90 to:

• Manage congestion and traffic flow on I-90 between I-5 and I-405, 
which is considered part of the Cross-Lake Washington Corridor

• Contribute revenue toward funding the timely completion of the  
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program within the  
Cross-Lake Washington Corridor.

These potential alternatives come from prior studies, legislative direction  
or initial scoping comments:

• Variable tolls on all lanes of I-90 between I-5 and I-405
• Express toll lanes on I-90
• Additional federal funds directed to the SR 520 project
• Additional state gas tax funds directed to the SR 520 project
• Vehicle miles traveled tax
• Transportation Benefit District - vehicle license fee,  

sales or property tax
• King County motor vehicle excise tax
• Adjust tolls on SR 520
• Increased transit service
• Widening I-90 to add new lanes
• Implement tolls on other facilities

How to submit  
comments  
during scoping
Whether you are attending a  
public scoping meeting or 
interested in offering input on  
your own time, all comments 
received between Oct. 7 and 
Nov. 6, 2013 are considered for 
the environmental document and 
included in the EIS scoping record.

During the 30-day public  
comment period, you can offer 
your feedback, input and thoughts 
on the scope of the I-90 Tolling 
Project EIS by:

• Providing verbal and/or  
written comments at a  
scoping open house

• Submitting comments via email to 
 i90EIScomments@wsdot.wa.gov

• Sending written comments  
via U.S. Mail to:

 I-90 Tolling Project  
Attn: Angela Angove  
999 Third Ave., Suite 2200 
Seattle, WA 98104



Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional 
information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinators, George Laue at (509) 324-6018 or Jonte’ Sulton at (360) 705-7082.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Compliance Team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov  or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are 
deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

13-09-0002139

Verbal comment
Each I-90 Tolling Project EIS scoping 
meeting will feature a verbal comment 
station where people can comment 
to representatives from FHWA 
and WSDOT, and other meeting 
attendees.

Format
Verbal comment will take place 
in a separate room from the open 
house. Verbal comment proceedings 
will be facilitated by a moderator. 
Commenters will be called in order 
and given two minutes to speak. 
Representatives from FHWA and 
WSDOT will sit at a listening table 
in front of the commenter; they will 
not offer responses to comments 
and there will not be a question and 
answer session. All verbal comments 
will be captured by a court reporter 
and included in the I-90 Tolling EIS 
record. Verbal comment will stop  
at the designated end time for  
each meeting.

Frequently asked questions
How does the public sign-up for verbal comment?

WSDOT is offering the public an opportunity to sign-up for  
verbal comment in advance of the meetings. Half of the available  
time slots will be available for advanced sign-up online at  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I90/CrossLakeWATolling/, and  
half on a first-come-first-served basis at each meeting.

How does online sign-up work?

WSDOT notified the public of their opportunity to sign-up for verbal comment 
on the project website, through WSDOT’s I-90 tolling project email update 
and other outreach. The public will be able to sign up for each meeting three 
business days before each of the three meetings. Bellevue was available on 
Oct. 7, Mercer Island on Oct. 17 and Seattle on Oct. 18.

How long are the time slots? How many slots are there?

Each person will sign up for two-minute slots with a transition period  
between each speaker.

How many time slots can each person sign-up for online? In person?

Each person is only allowed one, two-minute time slot per meeting. 
Commenters are not allowed to give time to other speakers to increase their 
speaking time beyond two minutes.

How are we reminding people of their turn to speak?

If they sign-up online, they will receive a confirmation email and a reminder 
email the day before the meeting. When a person signs up for one of the open 
slots at the meeting, a staff member will write down their time slot on a piece 
of paper so they can have a reminder while moving through the open house.

How are we keeping time at the meeting?

The timekeeper will have a timer along with a countdown clock for the speaker. 
We will also use green, yellow and red paper to alert the speaker when their 
time starts (green), when they have 30 seconds left (yellow) and when their 
time is up (red).

What if I signed-up to speak and accidentally miss my turn  
but still want to speak?

If someone misses their opportunity to speak, we will add them to the  
standby list and they will get to speak if space is available.

Ground rules for verbal comment 
• The moderator will call your name when it is your turn.
• Arrive five minutes before your designated  

time slot.
• There is a two minute comment limit per person; 

a timekeeper will let you know when your time is 
running low and when your time is up.

• State your name and the city where you live before 
you start your comment.

• All comments will be recorded by a court reporter.
• Refrain from applause or loud talking in order for 

the court reporter to accurately capture comments. 
Please silence all phones.

• Of those who sign up, there will only be one verbal 
comment opportunity per person, per meeting.




