
 
Nov. 13, 2015 

This week: 
• WSF salutes our vets 
• Terminal Engineering receives WSDOT Environmental Award 
• Ferry Tales book group 
• Plan ahead for Thanksgiving travel 

WSF salutes our vets 
In honor of Veterans Day this week, I’d like to extend my thanks and admiration to all the veterans who work for 
WSF. For many vets, WSF provides the opportunity to continue their maritime careers while advancing through the 
ranks at the ferry system. Vets fill all kinds of roles with WSF, from the engine room to the wheelhouse, and in our 
vessel engineering, maintenance and operations departments. Several employees who have served in the military 
shared their stories with local media last Tuesday. Here are just a few snapshots: 

“When people come out of the military, they step into a different world,” said Chief Mate Eric R. Hairston, Sr. 
(pictured below left). “Making the move from the Navy to Ferries was an easy transition and a great option for 
vets to consider.”   

Vessel Engineering Construction Manager Dave Visneski, pictured second from left: “I served 27 years in the 
U.S. Coast Guard repairing engines, teaching at the academy and captaining ice breakers. My experience 
ties in really well with overseeing construction of new ferries.”  

Jared Shepherd, Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility Port Engineer, pictured second from right: “I take pride 
serving my country and my state. In the military and at Ferries we all work hard together as a team to make it 
happen.” Mr. Shepherd is a veteran of the Marine Corps and currently serves as a reservist with the 
Washington National Guard.  

“I’ve been a WSF ticket seller for 25 years,” said Bernie JMW Fleming (pictured at far right). “You’ve got to 
think fast and think clear to be successful here, and I learned that skill in the service.” Mr. Fleming served in 
the Washington Air National Guard, Army National Guard and Navy Reserve.   

 

 

 



 
Pictured above from left to right: Dave Visneski, Vessel Construction Manager (U.S. Coast Guard, ret. 2003 ); 
Jared Shepherd, Eagle Harbor Maintenance Facility Port Engineer (U.S. Marine Corps (2003-2008, Washington 
State National Guard Reservist 2013-present); Bernie JMW Fleming, Ticket Seller (Washington Air National Guard, 
Army National Guard, Navy Reserve, ret. 2004); Franky Todd Caraska, Chief Mate (U.S. Army, ret. 2013); Mike 
Fagernes, Staff Chief Engineer (U.S. Navy, ret. 2000); Bill Michael, Regional Port Captain (U.S. Coast Guard, ret. 
2006); Eric R. Hairston Sr., Chief Mate/Master (U.S. Navy, ret. 1991).  

Terminal Engineering receives WSDOT Environmental Award 
This week, I was so proud to learn that our Terminal Engineering department was awarded the WSDOT 2015 
Environmental Award’s “Director’s Award” for the Vashon Trestle Replacement Project. The award recognizes the 
project’s innovative in-water noise mitigation, storm water treatment and overall environmental benefit. Special 
recognition goes to Mark Anderson, Frank Fiedler, Rick Huey, Burt Miller and Phillip Narte. I know this construction 
project has caused some inconvenience for customers, but it’s good to know the overall environmental benefit that 
will be realized when it’s complete. 

Ferry Tales book group 
On Thursday, the Kitsap Regional Library once again hosted one of their popular “Ferry Tales” book discussion 
groups on board the Seattle/Bainbridge ferry. What a fun way to spend your commute! 

 
Plan ahead for Thanksgiving travel 
Please remember to plan ahead for ferry travel during the Thanksgiving holiday. The longest lines are expected 
westbound Wednesday afternoon and evening, Nov. 25, and eastbound Friday morning, Nov. 27. Some routes will 
be on a holiday schedule on Thursday, Nov. 26. Please check the WSF website for details. If you plan to travel to the 
San Juan Islands for the Thanksgiving holiday, we encourage you to make a reservation. If reservations for your 
desired sailings are unavailable, you will have one more opportunity to make a reservation two days prior to your 
sailing date. All vehicle space is released at 7:00 a.m. 

 
Lynne Griffith  
Assistant Secretary WSDOT/Ferries Division 
 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr160/vashontrestle/
https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/default.aspx


Hyperlinks within this email: 
Vashon Trestle Replacement Project: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr160/vashontrestle/ 
San Juan Islands reservations:  https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/default.aspx 
 
 
 
WSF Weekly Updates are available on our website at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 
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