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Why improve the South Union Gap interchange?
Congestion is increasing in south Yakima and Union Gap. Commercial and 
retail businesses continue moving into this area. Currently, the South Union 
Gap interchange is incomplete. The lack of full connections to existing I-82 
and US 97 is forcing additional traffic to use the already congested Valley 
Mall Boulevard interchange. 

Reconstructing this interchange will improve local access to the freeway, 
and provide better connections to the Yakima Regional Airport. The 
improvements planned for the South Union Gap interchange link directly to 
the proposed westside connector, which will provide direct access to I-82 
for southwestern Yakima and Union Gap. Improving this interchange will 
ease traffic congestion and provide economic development opportunities. 

A coalition of Yakima area elected officials, business and community 
leaders, and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
endorsed this project as one of the top regional transportation projects in 
the Yakima area.

What improvements will WSDOT make?
When funding becomes available, WSDOT will construct two additional 
ramps at the South Union Gap interchange. The new ramps will provide 
for missing connections from eastbound I-82 into Union Gap and from 
Union Gap to westbound I-82. The reconstructed interchange will allow for 
connecting to the proposed east-west westside connector, and reduce the 
number of vehicles using the Valley Mall Boulevard interchange.

Project Benefits
Economic Vitality. Local community and business leaders targeted 
improving this interchange and the Valley Mall Boulevard interchange 
as a top priority for economic growth and vitality. Congestion and 
lack of easy access will limit the development of additional retail and 
commercial business. Improved freeway access will open up new areas for 
development and ease congestion for the existing areas.

Safety. Improving capacity for the interchanges and providing more 
efficient connections to the local road system will improve traffic flow, 
lessen conflicts, and improve safety for this busy area.

Financial Information
The current estimated overall project cost to improve this interchange is 
$80-$100 million. Further refinement of the estimated cost is necessary. 
Limited funds from a 2004 federal appropriation and additional funds from 
the latest reauthorization of the Federal Transportation bill, (SAFETEA-LU) 
will fund a portion of the design work.
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information
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may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.
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