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Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from 

participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of 

Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinators, George Laue at (509) 324-6018 or Jonte’ Sulton at 

(360) 705-7082.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Accommodation requests for people with disabilities can be made by contacting the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Affairs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll-free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). 

Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

We need your input!  
I-90 Tolling EIS scoping from Oct. 7 to Nov. 6.
The Federal Highway Administration and Washington State Department  
of Transportation are preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS)  
to evaluate potential effects of tolling Interstate 90 between I-5 in Seattle  
and I-405 in Bellevue.

Participate in the scoping process to:

• Learn about the revised project purpose and need
• Help us “scope” out the issues to study in the draft EIS*
• Review the range of alternatives under consideration

FHWA  and WSDOT will conduct three public meetings during the additional scoping  
period. Each meeting will feature display boards, project staff on hand to answer  
questions, and written and verbal comment stations. A court reporter will capture all  
verbal comments as part of the official record. There will not be a presentation or formal 
question and answer session.

Scoping meeting details

By E-mail 
i90EISComments@wsdot.wa.gov

In Person  
Public Meetings

By Mail 
I-90 Tolling Project Attn: Angela Angove

999 Third Ave., Suite 2200
Seattle, WA 98104

Three ways to comment

Bellevue/Issaquah
October 10, 2013

4-7 p.m.
Bellevue College 

Cafeteria

Mercer Island
October 21, 2013

4:30-8:30 p.m.
Mercer Island  
High School

Seattle
October 23, 2013

4-7 p.m.
Northwest African  
American Museum

www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i90/crosslakewatolling

*All comments submitted during the initial round of scoping between January 22 and February 22, 2013  
will be included in the official I-90 Tolling EIS record.

Visit the project website to learn more about the I-90 EIS, review scoping display boards 
and find out how to sign-up for a verbal comment spot at the public meetings:

Whether you submit a comment verbally at a public meeting or at home  
from your computer, all comments are considered in the EIS document and  

included in the official I-90 Tolling EIS record if received by November 6, 2013.





 Declaración de impacto medioambiental del proyecto de peaje de la I-90 
  

 

 

Queremos saber su opinión 
WSOT está estudiando cobrar un peaje en la I-90 que cruza el lago 
Washington 
 
El Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (WSDOT, por su sigla en inglés) está estudiando 
cobrar un peaje en la I-90 que cruza el lago Washington para solventar el reemplazo del puente SR 520 y 
para manejar las congestiones de tráfico. WSDOT está analizando los posibles efectos de esta propuesta en 
las comunidades y el medio ambiente, y además está documentando el análisis en una declaración de 
impacto medioambiental (EIS, por su sigla en inglés).  
 
Como parte de esta declaración, WSDOT está consultando al público que usa la I-90 para cruzar el lago 
Washington. Si usted usa la I-90 para cruzar el lago Washington, le pedimos que se informe sobre la 
propuesta y aproveche las oportunidades que se presentarán para ofrecer sus comentarios y plantear 
preguntas. 
 
Próximo período de comentarios y reuniones de estudios preliminares 
WSDOT llevará a cabo los estudios preliminares entre el 7 de octubre y el 6 de noviembre de 2013. Durante 
esta etapa de estudios preliminares, usted podrá obtener más información sobre la propuesta de colocar un 
peaje en la I-90, hacerle preguntas a los que trabajan en el proyecto y enviar sus comentarios sobre la 
propuesta. 
 
Existen tres maneras de obtener más información e involucrarse durante el período de comentarios de 30 
días: 
 

• Asistir a una de las próximas reuniones públicas 
o Reunión en Bellevue: jueves 10 de octubre 

Bellevue College, cafetería, 3000 Landerholm Circle SE, Bellevue, WA 98007 
Hora: 4 p.m. a 7 p.m.  

 
o Reunión en Mercer Island: lunes 21 de octubre 

Mercer Island High School, salón principal, 9100 SE 42nd St., Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Hora: 4:30 p.m. a 8:30 p.m.  

 
o Reunión en Seattle: miércoles 23 de octubre 

Northwest African American Museum, 2300 S. Massachusetts St., Seattle, WA 98144 
Hora: 4 p.m. a 7 p.m.  
 

• Puede ver la información que se proporcione en las reuniones públicas en el sitio web del proyecto: 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I90/CrossLakeWATolling/.  

• Enviar sus comentarios por correo electrónico a i90eiscomments@wsdot.wa.gov. 

• Enviar sus comentarios por correo a: 
I-90 Tolling Project Attn: Angela Angove 
999 Third Ave., Suite 2200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Todos los comentarios deben ser enviados antes del 6 de noviembre de 2013. Si desea recibir cualquiera de 
estos materiales traducidos, o si necesita un traductor en cualquiera de las reuniones públicas, WSDOT le 
proporcionará esos servicios si lo notifica con antelación. 

 



 ОВОС проекта создания платного участка дороги I-90 
  

 

 

Нас интересует ваше мнение! 

Департамент транспорта штата Вашингтон рассматривает вариант 
введения оплаты за проезд по автодороге I-90 через озеро 
Вашингтон 
 

Введение оплаты за проезд по автодороге I-90 через озеро Вашингтон поможет финансировать 
модернизацию моста на дороге SR 520 и уменьшить число пробок. Департамент транспорта штата 
Вашингтон готовит оценку воздействия на окружающую среду (ОВОС), в материалах которой будет 
приведен прогноз потенциального воздействия строительства платного участка на окружающую среду и 
население.  
 
В ходе подготовки ОВОС Департамент проводит общественные слушания с участием лиц, 
пользующихся дорогой I-90 на участке, проходящем через озеро Вашингтон. Мы приглашаем всех лиц, 
пользующихся этим участком дороги I-90, ознакомиться с рассматриваемым предложением и принять 
участие в намеченных слушаниях.  
 
Запланированные слушания и срок для подачи отзывов 

Департамент транспорта штата Вашингтон подготовит предпроектное обоснование в период с 7 
октября по 6 ноября 2013 г. В этот период заинтересованным лицам будет предоставлена информация 
о проекте создания платного участка дороги I-90, а также возможность изложить свои замечания и 
задать вопросы. 
 
В течение отведенного на обсуждение 30-дневного срока получить дополнительные сведения и 
представить отзывы можно будет одним из трех описанных ниже способов. 
 

• В ходе общественных слушаний 
o Бельвю - 10 октября, четверг 

Bellevue College, Cafeteria, 3000 Landerholm Circle SE, Bellevue, WA 98007 
Время: с 16.00 до 19.00  

 

o Мерсер-Айлэнд - 21 октября, понедельник 
Mercer Island High School, Commons, 9100 SE 42nd St., Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Время: с 16.30 до 20.30  

 
o Сиэтл - 23 октября, среда 

Northwest African American Museum, 2300 S. Massachusetts St., Seattle, WA 98144 
Время: с 16.00 до 19.00  
 

• Со всей информацией, которая будет оглашена в ходе общественных слушаний, также можно 

ознакомиться на официальном сайте проекта: 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I90/CrossLakeWATolling/.  

• Электронная почта для отзывов: i90eiscomments@wsdot.wa.gov 

• Почтовый адрес для отзывов: 
I-90 Tolling Project Attn: Angela Angove 
999 Third Ave., Suite 2200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Отзывы принимаются до 6 ноября 2013 г. Департамент транспорта штата Вашингтон готов 
предоставить обсуждаемые материалы в переводе и обеспечить устный перевод во время 
общественных слушаний по поданным заблаговременно запросам. 



90 Tolling Project

Thank you for participating in the I-90 Tolling Project EIS Scoping!

October 2013

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are preparing an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) for the proposed I-90 Tolling Project that meets the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.

How to participate in the  
I-90 Tolling Project scoping process
As part of the EIS process, WSDOT and FHWA are conducting  
an additional scoping period to gather public, agency and tribal input on:

•	 The current project Purpose and Need statement 
•	 The potential range of alternatives under consideration for  

the Draft EIS 
•	 Potential environmental and social impacts
•	 Measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate effects of the proposal

We would like feedback on the Purpose and Need  
and potential range of alternatives
In 2012, the Washington State Legislature passed legislation directing 
WSDOT to study tolling I-90 to:

•	 Manage congestion and traffic flow on I-90 between I-5 and I-405, 
which is considered part of the Cross-Lake Washington Corridor

•	 Contribute revenue toward funding the timely completion of the  
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program within the  
Cross-Lake Washington Corridor.

These potential alternatives come from prior studies, legislative direction  
or initial scoping comments:

•	 Variable tolls on all lanes of I-90 between I-5 and I-405
•	 Express toll lanes on I-90
•	 Additional federal funds directed to the SR 520 project
•	 Additional state gas tax funds directed to the SR 520 project
•	 Vehicle miles traveled tax
•	 Transportation Benefit District - vehicle license fee,  

sales or property tax
•	 King County motor vehicle excise tax
•	 Adjust tolls on SR 520
•	 Increased transit service
•	 Widening I-90 to add new lanes
•	 Implement tolls on other facilities

How to submit  
comments  
during scoping
Whether you are attending a  
public scoping meeting or 
interested in offering input on  
your own time, all comments 
received between Oct. 7 and 
Nov. 6, 2013 are considered for 
the environmental document and 
included in the EIS scoping record.

During the 30-day public  
comment period, you can offer 
your feedback, input and thoughts 
on the scope of the I-90 Tolling 
Project EIS by:

•	Providing verbal and/or  
written comments at a  
scoping open house

•	Submitting comments via email to 
	 i90EIScomments@wsdot.wa.gov

•	Sending written comments  
via U.S. Mail to:

	 I-90 Tolling Project  
Attn: Angela Angove  
999 Third Ave., Suite 2200 
Seattle, WA 98104



Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional 
information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinators, George Laue at (509) 324-6018 or Jonte’ Sulton at (360) 705-7082.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Compliance Team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov  or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are 
deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

13-09-0002139

Verbal comment
Each I-90 Tolling Project EIS scoping 
meeting will feature a verbal comment 
station where people can comment 
to representatives from FHWA 
and WSDOT, and other meeting 
attendees.

Format
Verbal comment will take place 
in a separate room from the open 
house. Verbal comment proceedings 
will be facilitated by a moderator. 
Commenters will be called in order 
and given two minutes to speak. 
Representatives from FHWA and 
WSDOT will sit at a listening table 
in front of the commenter; they will 
not offer responses to comments 
and there will not be a question and 
answer session. All verbal comments 
will be captured by a court reporter 
and included in the I-90 Tolling EIS 
record. Verbal comment will stop  
at the designated end time for  
each meeting.

Frequently asked questions
How does the public sign-up for verbal comment?

WSDOT is offering the public an opportunity to sign-up for  
verbal comment in advance of the meetings. Half of the available  
time slots will be available for advanced sign-up online at  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I90/CrossLakeWATolling/, and  
half on a first-come-first-served basis at each meeting.

How does online sign-up work?

WSDOT notified the public of their opportunity to sign-up for verbal comment 
on the project website, through WSDOT’s I-90 tolling project email update 
and other outreach. The public will be able to sign up for each meeting three 
business days before each of the three meetings. Bellevue was available on 
Oct. 7, Mercer Island on Oct. 17 and Seattle on Oct. 18.

How long are the time slots? How many slots are there?

Each person will sign up for two-minute slots with a transition period  
between each speaker.

How many time slots can each person sign-up for online? In person?

Each person is only allowed one, two-minute time slot per meeting. 
Commenters are not allowed to give time to other speakers to increase their 
speaking time beyond two minutes.

How are we reminding people of their turn to speak?

If they sign-up online, they will receive a confirmation email and a reminder 
email the day before the meeting. When a person signs up for one of the open 
slots at the meeting, a staff member will write down their time slot on a piece 
of paper so they can have a reminder while moving through the open house.

How are we keeping time at the meeting?

The timekeeper will have a timer along with a countdown clock for the speaker. 
We will also use green, yellow and red paper to alert the speaker when their 
time starts (green), when they have 30 seconds left (yellow) and when their 
time is up (red).

What if I signed-up to speak and accidentally miss my turn  
but still want to speak?

If someone misses their opportunity to speak, we will add them to the  
standby list and they will get to speak if space is available.

Ground rules for verbal comment 
•	 The moderator will call your name when it is your turn.
•	 Arrive five minutes before your designated  

time slot.
•	 There is a two minute comment limit per person; 

a timekeeper will let you know when your time is 
running low and when your time is up.

•	 State your name and the city where you live before 
you start your comment.

•	 All comments will be recorded by a court reporter.
•	 Refrain from applause or loud talking in order for 

the court reporter to accurately capture comments. 
Please silence all phones.

•	 Of those who sign up, there will only be one verbal 
comment opportunity per person, per meeting.



90 Tolling Environmental Impact Statement
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Welcome!
I-90 Tolling Project

Environmental Impact Statement 

Fall 2013 Scoping Meeting
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What We Heard During Initial Scoping
The key concerns and possible solutions that emerged from agencies and the public include: 

Concern expressed during initial scoping Suggested solutions expressed during intial scoping

Mercer Island traffic must pay to reach  
or leave the island

• Segmented tolling

• Through trip pays full toll; Mercer Island trips pay ½ toll

• Only through trips pay toll; trips to/from Mercer Island are free

• Tolls only west or east of Mercer Island; other side is free

• Discounted tolls for Mercer Island residents or businesses

• Toll-free travel for medical purposes for Mercer Island residents

Tolls are an unfair burden to frequent I-90 travelers

• Maximum toll per time period (day/week/month) for I-90 users

• All Washington residents

• Mercer Island residents or businesses

• Discount or free travel for HOV users

Tolls are an unfair burden to low-income travelers
• Discounted or free transponders for qualifying persons/households

• Discounted tolls for low income travelers

• Provide transponders at easily accessible locations*

Few alternatives to driving and paying tolls

• Enhance transit service

• Increase overall transit service

• Increase park and ride capacity

• Add bus stops and shelters

I-90 tolls will increase traffic on non-tolled roads • Improve intersections or roadways where tolling causes increased congestion

* WSDOT has current retail partnerships that sell transponders at a variety of locations around the region.
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Initial Scoping: 
Comments by the Numbers
FHWA and WSDOT received over  
3,400 comments during the public scoping  
period, via public meetings, mail, email, and  
an online survey form. These included:
• 311 letters and comment forms 

• 1 letter with a petition including  
5,237 signatures 

• 1,376 emails 

• 1,712 online survey forms
All comments and letters submitted during the initial round of scoping  
between Jan. 22 and Feb. 22, 2013 will be included as part  
of the official I-90 Tolling EIS record.
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Meeting Format & Ground Rules 
Public scoping is intended to encourage early communication in the  
EIS process and to help the lead agencies gather public input and  
understand public concerns. 

For this scoping meeting, please:
• Circulate the room to review boards and talk to staff.

• Submit comments at the written or verbal comment stations.

• Sign-up for verbal comment. Based on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 − At least half of the time slots for each meeting are available  
for sign-up at the meeting (half online prior to meeting).

 − Each commenter will have two minutes to comment. 

 − Each comment will be captured by a court reporter.

• There will be no formal presentation or question and answer period.
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Station Map – Bellevue College
The scoping meeting will include:
• A welcome area where you can learn  

about the meeting format and sign up to  
provide verbal comments on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

• An open house area where you can review  
information, talk to staff, and in a quiet area, 
write scoping comments and drop into  
a comment box. 

• A public comment area where you can  
provide verbal comments in front of other 
community members.
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Station Map – Mercer Island High School
The scoping meeting will include:
• A welcome area where you can learn  

about the meeting format and sign up to  
provide verbal comments on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

• An open house area where you can review  
information, talk to staff, and in a quiet area, 
write scoping comments and drop into  
a comment box. 

• A public comment area where you can  
provide verbal comments in front of other 
community members.
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Station Map – Northwest African American Museum
The scoping meeting will include:
• A welcome area where you can learn  

about the meeting format and sign up to  
provide verbal comments on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

• An open house area where you can review  
information, talk to staff, and in a quiet area, 
write scoping comments and drop into  
a comment box. 

• A public comment area where you can  
provide verbal comments in front of other 
community members.
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Project Study Area
I-90 Users in the Study Area
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The Cross-Lake Washington Corridor
The Cross-Lake Washington Corridor relies on the  
I-90 and SR 520 bridges, two parallel highways that  
operate as one system to connect the region’s major 
employment and population centers. 

WSDOT is facing two key challenges with the  
Cross-Lake Washington Corridor:
• Balancing traffic between I-90 and SR 520 to  

increase mobility of people and goods.

• Completing the SR 520 - I-5 to Medina: Bridge  
Replacement and HOV Project that would replace  
structures vulnerable to earthquakes due to hollow 
bridge columns.
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Future Cross-Lake Washington Corridor
Benefits of a completed  

Cross-Lake Washington Corridor

• Moves More People - Completes the HOV  
system on SR 520 to complement two-way  
transit and light rail on I-90. 

• Improves Safety - Builds a safer Cross-Lake 
Washington Corridor by replacing the vulnerable 
Portage Bay bridge and SR 520 west approach 
structure. 

• Provides a Reliable Trip - Enhances Cross-Lake 
Washington Corridor operations by managing 
congestion to increase reliability for cars  
and transit. 

The future SR 520 bridge from I-5 to Medina will connect Seattle to the east side with a 
regional shared-use path, improved bicycle and pedestrian connectivity, and enhanced 
transit connectivity and reliability by extending the HOV/transit lane to Seattle.

The current I-90 HOV lane in the center roadway will be relocated to the outer roadway 
lanes and operate both directions all day, resulting in improved transit schedule reliability 
and shorter commute times for all drivers. 
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I-90 Tolling EIS Milestones &  
Timing of Decisions

Spring 2014
• FHWA/WSDOT publish Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

• 30-day comment period for DEIS 

Early/Mid 2015
• FHWA/WSDOT publish Final Environmental Impact Statement

• Washington State Legislature considers authorizing I-90 tolling

• Record of Decision

• FHWA considers federal toll agreement
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State Legislation
ESHB 2190 (2012) - WSDOT should “undertake a comprehensive 
environmental review of tolling Interstate 90 between Interstate 5 
and Interstate 405 for the purpose of both managing traffic and 
providing funding for construction the unfunded state route  
number 520 from Interstate 5 to Medina project...”

ESSB 5024 (2013) - Between the end of scoping comment period 
in February and publishing the Scoping Summary Report in June, 
the Legislature passed Engrossed Substitute Senate bill 5024 that 
amended the previous direction to WSDOT by requiring an  
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the I-90 Tolling Project.
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Potential I-90 Tolling Options
OPTION 1: Single Point Tolling West Side

OPTION 2: Single Point Tolling East Side

OPTION 3: One Direction Tolled on Either Side of Mercer Island 

TOLLED

TOLLED FREE

FREE

MERCER
ISLAND BELLEVUESEATTLE

FREE

FREE TOLLED

TOLLED

East Link Light Rail

East Link Light Rail East Link Light Rail

East Link Light RailMERCER
ISLAND BELLEVUESEATTLE

FREE

TOLLED FREE

TOLLED

East Link Light Rail East Link Light RailMERCER
ISLAND BELLEVUESEATTLE

OPTION 4: Mercer Island Resident Choice* of Free Side

OR

FREE

FREE FREE

TOLLED

East Link Light Rail East Link Light Rail

MERCER
ISLAND

(Choose*
Direction)

BELLEVUESEATTLE

FREE

TOLLED FREE

FREE

East Link Light Rail East Link Light Rail

MERCER
ISLAND

(Choose*
Direction)

BELLEVUESEATTLE

* Individuals choose which direction to toll. 

OPTION 5: Express Toll Lanes (dynamic tolling in HOV lane)

East Link Light Rail to Bellevue ISSAQUAHSEATTLE

TOLLED ROADWAY

N

S

W E FREE ROADWAY
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How Does Electronic Tolling Work on SR 520?

=
Roadside cabinet Central data center

Monitors roadway equipment 
and data back up  Customer

service center  
Automatic processing

Matches individual toll transactions 
with customer account

Pay By Mail customer
Matches license plate to the registered owner.

Customer pays bill

Registered owner is mailed a bill at a higher toll rate 
14 days after toll crossing.

If unpaid after 30 days, a second toll bill is sent with toll plus $5. 
After 80 days, a notice of civil penalty is issued. It includes all unpaid tolls and 
fees plus a $40 per unpaid transaction civil penalty.

Good To Go! customer
Debits prepaid Good To Go! accounts. Toll transactions for pass 
holders appear within hours on account.
Toll transactions are debited from the account. 
Account information available online 24 hours a day.

Insufficient funds in account become 
Pay By Mail customer.

Roadway data collection
Road equipment collects data at highway speeds to create transactions for each vehicle that uses the SR 520 bridge every day.

The cabinet collects information from 
the road equipment and uses it to 
create a separate toll transaction for 
each vehicle.  
 

Vehicle identification and classification

  

 

Treadles
In ground sensors 

measure the number of 
vehicle axles to determine 

appropriate toll charge 

License plate 
camera

Takes photos of 
license plates
(not vehicle)

Laser detectors
Detects when a 

car passes 

Audit Camera
Takes video of the 
toll zone to audit 
system accuracy 

Readers/antennas 
Reads the 

Good To Go! Pass
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How Good To Go! works
• One account, one device  

for all toll facilities

• Photo tolling  
one billing process for all toll facilities

• Toll booths – pay with cash 
(only available on Tacoma Narrows Bridge)

• Electronic tolling

• Good To Go! passes
• Photo Tolling

 − Pay By Plate
 − Pay By Mail
 − Short Term Accounts

Customer Service Centers
University District – Seattle

4554 9th Avenue NE, Suite 100
(near Roosevelt and 45th)
Seattle, WA 98105

Bellevue

13107 NE 20th Street, Suites 3 & 4
(near Northup Avenue)
Bellevue, WA 98005

Gig Harbor 

3212 50th Street Court NW, Suite 200
(off Olympic Drive, behind QFC)
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
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Current Project Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the I-90 Tolling Project is to: 

Manage congestion and traffic flow on I-90 between I-5 and 
I-405, which is in the Cross-Lake Washington Corridor, and

Contribute revenue to the sustainable, long-term funding 
for timely completion of the SR 520 Bridge Replacement 
and HOV Program and maintenance and future  
transportation improvements on I-90 in the  
Cross-Lake Washington Corridor.
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What We Heard During Initial Scoping: Potential Build Alternatives
Potential Alternative1

Will this option help manage congestion and  

traffic flow on I-90 between I-5 and I-405?

Will this option contribute revenue for timely completion of the  

SR 520 Bridge Replacement Project and other improvements?2
Factors for Consideration

Variable tolls on all lanes of I-90 

between I-5 and I-405

Reduces Congestion – Implementation of tolls will encourage  
drivers to change their time of travel to avoid peak tolls, seek  
alternative routes and/or to change destination to avoid  
Cross-Lake travel.

• Preliminary analysis shows potential to raise greater than $1 billion for the SR 520 Program and 
assumes I-90 and SR 520 tolled at the same rates.

• Can be implemented by 2016.

• Legislative and FHWA approval required.
• Tolls could negatively affect low-income populations.
• Tolls could cause diversion to adjacent roadways.

Express toll lanes on I-90
Conversion of existing HOV lanes to express toll lanes  
would provide some reduction in congestion on I-90. 

• Previous revenue estimates prepared for the 2009 Legislative Workgroup found express toll lane revenue  
would only cover a small portion of the funding needed for SR 520.

• Express toll lane revenue could raise up to approximately $250 million depending on the configuration.

• Express toll lanes require legislative approval. 
• Ability to use express toll lane revenue for bonds is uncertain.

Additional federal funds directed  

to the SR 520 project
No Effect

• WSDOT has received approximately $120 million for SR 520 improvements and the likelihood  
of additional federal funding is considered low.

• Recent transportation funding legislation has eliminated earmarks so federal funds are less likely  
to be directed to specific projects such as SR 520.

• The federal gas tax has not been increased since 1993 and the real  
purchasing power of these funds continues to decrease with inflation.

• The SR 520 Program already received a TIFIA loan.
• TIGER grants are not substantial.

State gas tax funds directed  

to the SR 520 project
No Effect

• Statewide gas tax would have to increase about 3 cents per gallon to raise the $1.4 billion needed  
to complete the SR 520 Program. • Requires legislative approval.

Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) tax No Effect

• Washington State Transportation Commission is studying VMT in their Road User Charge Assessment.
• Work on the required infrastructure, regulations and procedures has not begun leading to  

a long timeframe for implementation.
• Requires legislative approval.

Transportation Benefit District –  
vehicle license fee, sales or  
property tax

No Effect
• Based on Legislature workgroup materials, the funding range generated by each of these taxes  

varies from approximately $100 million to $750 million.

• Requires legislative approval.
• In 2007 voters rejected a Regional Transportation Improvement District which had 

more than $1 billion allocated to the completion of the SR 520 Program.

King County motor vehicle excise tax No Effect • In 2008, the SR 520 Tolling Implementation Committee estimated roughly $150 million in funding. • Requires voter approval.

Adjust tolls on SR 520

No Effect

• Increased tolls on SR 520 would lead to higher  
diversion that would increase congestion on I-90.

• Decreased tolls on SR 520 would decrease diversion  
that would reduce congestion on I-90.

• 2008 Toll Implementation Committee found that increasing tolls to maximizing toll revenue  
generates roughly $300 million more in funding than the current rate schedule.

• Decreased tolls could violate existing bond commitments for SR 520.

• Need to consider restriction based on existing bond  
commitments for SR 520.

• Increased tolls could negatively affect low-income populations.

Increased transit service

Reduces Congestion – Increased transit service over and  
above current and planned levels, including the addition of  
light rail in this corridor would help to mitigate congestion,  
but cannot alleviate highway congestion on its own.

No Additional Revenue • Funds for increased service in lieu of recent cuts.

Add new lanes by widening I-90
Reduces Congestion – Additional lanes on I-90 could  
reduce congestion.

No Additional Revenue

• Cost prohibitive.
• Substantial impacts to natural and built environments.
• The combination of natural constraints such as Lake Washington,  

the hilly terrain in Seattle and Mercer Island, and the corridor’s developed  
nature make physical expansion of the facility between I-5 and I-405 infeasible.

Implement tolls on other facilities

Additional tolls on other facilities could help manage  
congestion. I-405 has received authorization for  
express toll lanes.

• Tolls on other facilities could not be implemented in a timely manner for completion  
of the SR 520 Program.

• Tolls on other facilities could raise substantial funds.

• The regional transportation plan “Transportation 2040” anticipates tolling  
on other facilities in the Puget Sound Region after 2020.

• Requires legislative approval.

1 These potential build alternatives come from prior studies, legislative direction, and initial scoping – the congestion and revenue elements of the build alternatives to be studied in the EIS are yet to be determined based on scoping feedback. 
2 Current information suggests that none of the proposed toll alternatives would completely fill the revenue gap for the SR 520 Program. Additional revenues will be necessary.
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Opportunities to comment:
During the scoping period from Oct. 7 through Nov. 6, here are the three ways you can provide comments:

As you’re considering your scoping comments,  
remember that scoping is designed to gather 
input on four  topics:
• Reasonable range of alternatives 

• The current purpose and need statement

• Potential environmental and social impacts

• Measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate 
effects of the proposal

By E-mail 
i90EISComments@wsdot.wa.gov

In Person

Bellevue/Issaquah Mercer Island  Seattle 

October 10, 2013 October 21, 2013 October 23, 2013
4-7 p.m. 4:30-8:30 p.m. 4-7 p.m.
Bellevue College Cafeteria Mercer Island High School Northwest African American Museum

By Mail 
I-90 Tolling Project Attn: Angela Angove
999 Third Avenue, Suite 2200
Seattle, WA 98104
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Ground Rules for Verbal Comment 
• Listen for the moderator to call your name when it is your turn.

• Arrive five (5) minutes before your designated time slot. 

• Adhere to a two (2) minute comment limit per person; a timekeeper  
will let you know when your time is running low and when your time is up.

• State your name and city of residence before you start your comment.

• All comments will be recorded by a court reporter.

• Refrain from applause or loud talking in order for the court reporter  
to accurately capture comments. Please silence all phones.

• There will only be one verbal comment opportunity per person,  
per meeting.  

• Standby sign-ups will be called if there is time left during each  
20 minute comment time range.
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Create A
Signup

    I-90 Tolling Project EIS Scoping Meeting Verbal Comment Sign-Up (Mercer Island
Meeting, Oct. 21)

 1) General Details     2) Theme     3) Dates/Times     4) Slots     5) Settings     6) Preview     7) Invite/Publish 

 

Preview your signup below.     

THE PAGE BELOW IS A PREVIEW ONLY. LINKS WILL WORK PROPERLY IN YOUR LIVE SIGN UP FORM.

WSDOT

I-90 TOLLiNG PROJECt EIS SCOpiNG MEEtiNG
VERBAL COmmENt SiGN-Up (MERCER IsLAND
MEEtiNG, OCt. 21)
Thank you for participating in the I-90 Tolling Project EIS Scoping process. There is an opportunity at each meeting for people to
offer a two-minute verbal comment to an audience of meeting attendees and representatives from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT). All verbal comments will be captured by a
court reporter and included in the I-90 Tolling EIS record.

This sign-up sheet will show you available online time slots for our October 21st meeting on Mercer Island. We are offering
half of the available time slots online and half on first-come-first-served basis at each meeting. Each person is only allowed to
reserve one, two-minute time slot; if all online time slots are taken, there will be an opportunity to sign up at the meeting as well as a
standby sign-up sheet.  Online sign-up for the Seattle scoping meeting will be available on 10/18 respectively.

This sign-up will be closed at 10 a.m. on October 21st, the day of the meeting.

Confirmation and Changes: If you sign-up online, you will receive a confirmation E-mail and a reminder E-mail the day before
the meeting.  Additionally, if you are unable to attend the meeting or need to change your time, you can click on the “I need to
change my sign up” button in your confirmation email.

At the Meeting: There will not be a presentation or formal Q&A session during any of the public scoping meetings. We request
that you quietly find a seat in the verbal comment room five minutes before your time slot so you will be ready to move to the
seating in the front row reserved for presenters when your time block and name is called. A moderator and a time keeper will alert
you to your remaining time. Commenters are not allowed to give time to other speakers to increase their speaking time beyond two
(2) minutes.

If you intend to bring a sign, please note that signs on poles or sticks are not permitted inside of the meeting venue and must remain
outside. Sign dimensions are limited to body-width out of concerns for safety and crowding. Items such as props are not permitted on
school grounds. Please, no distribution of outside materials inside the meeting venue.

Note:  If you submitted a comment during the initial scoping period from Jan. 22 to Feb. 22, 2013, your comment is still part of the
official EIS record.

DATE: 10/21/2013 (Mon 4:30PM - 8:30PM)

LOCATION: Mercer Island High School Commons and Gym, 9100 SE 42nd St, Mercer Island, WA

CREATED BY: Emma Mueller CONTACT

Available Slot

4:40-5:00 Slot 1       

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/how
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create1
http://www.signupgenius.com/findasignup
http://www.signupgenius.com/Resources
http://www.signupgenius.com/support
http://www.signupgenius.com/MyAccount
http://pinterest.com/SignUpGenius
http://www.twitter.com/SignUpGenius
http://www.facebook.com/SignUpGenius
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create1&listid=1787587&owner=11520549
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create2&listid=1787587&owner=11520549
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create3&listid=1787587&owner=11520549
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create4&listid=1787587&owner=11520549
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.create5&listid=1787587&owner=11520549

http://pixel.quantserve.com/r?a=p-9fYuixa7g_Hm2;rand=98848;labels=_click.creative.iab,_qc.iab.clk.p-3b8aBx1R9eeP2.33520.549800,_qc.template;redirecturl2=http://www.quantcast.com/adchoices
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4:40-5:00 Slot 2     

4:40-5:00 Slot 3       

4:40-5:00 Slot 4       

5:00-5:20 Slot 1       

5:00-5:20 Slot 2       

5:00-5:20 Slot 3       

5:00-5:20 Slot 4       

5:20-5:40 Slot 1       

5:20-5:40 Slot 2       

5:20-5:40 Slot 3       

5:20-5:40 Slot 4       

5:40-6:00 Slot 1       

5:40-6:00 Slot 2       

5:40-6:00 Slot 3       

5:40-6:00 Slot 4       

6:00-6:20 Slot 1       

6:00-6:20 Slot 2       

6:00-6:20 Slot 3       

6:00-6:20 Slot 4       

6:20-6:40 Slot 1       

6:20-6:40 Slot 2       

6:20-6:40 Slot 3       

6:20-6:40 Slot 4       

6:40-7:00 Slot 1       

6:40-7:00 Slot 2       

6:40-7:00 Slot 3       

6:40-7:00 Slot 4       

7:00-7:20 Slot 1       

7:00-7:20 Slot 2       

7:00-7:20 Slot 3       

7:00-7:20 Slot 4       

7:20-7:40 Slot 1       

7:20-7:40 Slot 2       

7:20-7:40 Slot 3       

7:20-7:40 Slot 4       

7:40-8:00 Slot 1       

7:40-8:00 Slot 2       

7:40-8:00 Slot 3       

  



 

 
This display advertising the scoping meetings was published in the 
Seattle Times as well as 24 other publications.  
 



 
This legal advertisement was published in the Seattle Times. 



 

 
This flyer was posted at over 250 local businesses and meeting 
places along the project corridor.  
 

 
Calendars on city, community and special interest group websites and 
blogs were alerted with important scoping dates and information.  
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