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Workshop Objective

Review draft statewide aviation policies to forward for 
public comment 
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Today’s Agenda

10:00 Welcome and Introductions
10:10 Public Comment
10:20 Previous Meeting Follow-Up and Council Business
10:30 Land Use and Environment Subcommittee Report
11:30 Capacity and Technology Subcommittee Report

12:30 Lunch

1:00 Policy Development – Full Council Work Session

2:00 Action: Approval in principle of draft policies 
2:30 Discussion: Approach to Funding and Financing 

2:40 Work Program Update
2:50 Review of Upcoming Public Involvement Activities 
2:55 Next Steps
3:00 Adjourn
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Land Use and Environment
Subcommittee Report 
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Draft Land Use Policies

Policy 1:  The state should strengthen its legislation to prohibit incompatible land 
uses and promote appropriate land uses

Policy 2: Washington State should use a combination of incentives, legislation 
and regulatory tools to ensure that local governments address land use 
requirements to protect airports as essential public facilities and to discourage 
the encroachment of incompatible land uses adjacent to public use airports. 

Policy 3: Develop statewide performance measures to assess how well local
comprehensive plan policies and development regulations work in discouraging 
incompatible development adjacent to public use airports.  Require local 
jurisdictions’ comprehensive plans and regulations to be certified by regional
transportation planning organizations for compliance.

Policy 4: The State should prohibit the airspace intrusion around airports and 
runway approach paths by structural, visual, or wildlife hazards that impact 
airport operations or endanger the health safety and welfare of aviation users or 
the public.  

Policy 5: Regional Transportation Planning Organizations must approve 
development around airports to ensure consistency with the land use and air 
transportation components of the comprehensive plans across jurisdictional 
boundaries.

Note: This slide includes revisions made by the Aviation Planning Council at the June 5, 2008 meeting. These policies will be available 
for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for meeting information. 
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Draft Environment Policies

Policy 1: Washington State should require airports to appropriately mitigate adverse environmental impacts 
to rare species and habitats occurring on airport facilities while reducing wildlife attractants that create 
hazards to airport operations.   

Policy 2: Airport facility and operations plans should incorporate environmental policies and management 
practices, and explore new opportunities to apply sustainable practices, including: 

– Energy conservation and use of alternative energy sources
– Recycled materials *(Waste reduction) and recycling
– Impact avoidance and mitigation
– Alternative construction methods. *(Green building or energy efficient construction methods.)
– Encourage “good neighbor” policies at public use airports using best management practices

Policy 3: Washington State will use incentives and regulation to assure that its public use airports follow 
sound environmental protection practices in the construction, maintenance and operation of its systems and 
facilities. Furthermore, airports should consistently review these indicators to improve their environmental 
performance. 

Policy 4: Incorporate state and federal greenhouse gas emissions reduction policies and strategies within 
the air transportation system to minimize the adverse health and environmental impacts on air quality and 
the climate while promoting jobs and economic development in a sustainable manner.

Policy 5: Promote research on greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategies, alternative fuels, and air 
traffic management procedures on aviation.

Policy 6: Develop statewide and regional strategies to coordinate, develop and provide a range of 
transportation mode choices to public use airports through airport and highway design projects. 

Note: This slide includes revisions made by the Aviation Planning Council at the June 5, 2008 meeting. These policies will be available 
for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for meeting information. 
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Capacity and Technology
Subcommittee Report 
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Draft Capacity Policies

Policy 1: The State of Washington must take a lead role in addressing 
its long-term aviation capacity needs from a system-wide perspective.  

Policy 2: The statewide airport classification system developed as part 
of the Long-term Air Transportation Study should be implemented to 
help guide decisions on future air transportation needs and investments.  
The airport classification system divides the system of airports into 
categories based on the activity level and service role of the airport. 

Policy 3: Washington State should place a funding and planning priority 
on maximizing the efficiency and utility of the existing system before 
considering the creation of new airports. 

Policy 4: If Washington State’s existing system cannot provide 
sufficient aviation capacity to meet existing and future demand, it should 
establish an institutional framework for making appropriate decisions for 
expansion or siting of aviation facilities. 

Note: This slide includes revisions made by the Aviation Planning Council at the June 5, 2008 meeting. These policies will be available 
for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for meeting information. 
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Draft Technology Policies

Policy 1: Washington State should strongly encourage the 
application of aviation technologies that improve the 
accessibility, efficiency, safety, security and environmental 
sustainability of the state’s aviation system.

Note: This slide includes revisions made by the Aviation Planning Council at the June 5, 2008 meeting. These policies will be available 
for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for meeting information. 
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Policy Development:
Full Council Work Session   
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Draft Guiding Principles 
Washington’s communities depend on their ability to access Washington State’s aviation system to move 
people and goods safely and securely. Washington’s aviation system is an essential and integral 
component of local, state and national economies and must be sustained. 

It will take strong partnerships to effectively address the challenges facing Washington’s aviation system 
between airports, the aviation industry, local and regional government, educational institutions, Washington 
State, and the Federal Aviation Administration.  

To safeguard Washington State’s aviation system for future generations, the Long-term Air Transportation 
Plan must address multiple challenges in a timely manner including: capacity exacerbated by growing 
demand, delayed maintenance, incompatible land use, and the special needs of small communities. 

Washington’s aviation system currently suffers from a significant funding shortfall that is leading to deferred 
maintenance that will cost even more to address over the long run.  Without adequate maintenance, 
Washington’s aviation system will crumble.  Needed revenue for maintenance and preservation of airports 
should be collected and distributed in an equitable manner.

To maximize value and impact of public investment in the aviation system statewide will require strategic 
and targeted investment that looks first to making the best use of our current assets.  We must preserve the 
system we have in place, and then enhance the capacity of existing facilities with technological innovation 
and system management best practices.  In doing so, we must take into account different roles of airports, 
serving Washington’s diverse communities.

Washington’s aviation system should be planned to coordinate with other transportation modes to assure 
cost effective transportation options for people and goods.  

Capacity investments must be considered in the context of environmental and social impacts such as 
noise, air quality, water quality, impacts on adjacent communities, and climate change.

The decision-making about the expansion or siting of airports should be made through an open and public 
process, taking into account the ultimate need to serve the broadest long term interest of the residents of 
Washington State and our national security.
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Discussion

Shall we move these draft guiding principles forward for 
public review? 
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Policy Development Process
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Draft Safety Policies  

Policy 1: Washington State should use incentives and resources to ensure that airport 
facilities meet applicable federal or state design criteria and safety standards. In addition, the 
State should:

– Continue to improve system safety by instituting and supporting federal safety programs 
to lower the number of accidents airports and within the aviation system. 

– Promote and protect airport safety areas, runway protections zones and other clear 
areas in coordination with federal, state and local jurisdictions and airports.

Policy 2: To address obstructions of critical air space surfaces especially within the 
approach and departure areas, investigate new height hazard legislation to prohibit the 
penetration of Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 77“ Critical Airspace Surface.

Policy 3: Work with the FAA and regional transportation organizations to identify additional 
airports that can meet federal criteria for the classification of reliever airports. 

Policy 4:  Work with the State’s emergency management agency to augment its Emergency 
Plan to include aviation facilities that are strategically located to facilitate deployment of 
emergency services.

Policy 5: Require precision instrument approach procedures at all airport with a service role 
of regional service or higher, and  provide non-precision instrument approach procedures at 
all airports with a service role of community or higher.

Policy 6: Working with FAA and NOAA, provide meteorological facilities at all public use 
airports located near large urban areas or in areas that have adverse weather conditions to 
enhance safety and reliability of operations under all weather conditions.

State Safety Goal. To provide for and improve the safety and security of transportation 
customers and the transportation system. (RCW 47.04.280)

Note:  These policies will be available for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for 
meeting information. 
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Draft Mobility Policies  

Policy 1: Washington’s aviation facilities should be planned and 
operated as an integrated system that meets air transportation demand; 
complements the overall state transportation system; maximizes the 
use of existing facilities; and is compatible with the environment.

Policy 2: Promote adequate air transportation access to the national air 
transportation system for all state residents.

Policy 3: Identify transportation needs that extend into adjacent states 
and promote bi-state/multi modal cooperative solutions to ensure 
coordinated services and maximum cost effectiveness.

Policy 4: Work with federal, state, regional and local transportation 
agencies, to improve ground access to airports through alternative 
modes of transportation, freight/cargo consolidation, rail and road 
enhancement projects. 

State Mobility Goal: To improve the predictable movement of goods and 
people throughout Washington state. (RCW 47.04.280)

Note:  These policies will be available for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for 
meeting information. 
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Draft Stewardship Policies  

Policy 1: Keep the Washington Aviation System Plan (WASP) up to date by:
– State Aviation System Plan to incorporate economic development studies, aviation 

forecasts, pavement conditions analysis, capacity analysis, airport facility assessment 
studies and other studies as appropriate to keep the system plan up-to-date to meet 
change conditions in the air transportation system.

– Periodically re-evaluate Airport Classification System designations for airports to meet 
changing conditions and ensure that airport facilities are meeting established performance 
measures.   

– Maintain a relational database, including physical and operational airport inventory 
information to support Aviation System Planning and the statewide aviation capital 
investment program. 

– Provide support and technical assistance at the local level to develop and update airport 
master plans or airport layout plans consistent with the Washington Aviation System Plan.

Policy 2: Ensure that the aviation capital investment program strategically prioritizes system 
investments necessary to provide for the state’s air transportation needs in a cost-effective 
manner, including:

– Work with federal, state, local and aviation interests on funding strategies to address 
aviation systems gaps and shortfall with the WASP.

– Expand the State’s role to include the prioritization of federal AIP funds and coordinate 
selection of state projects to complement the FAA’s programs.

– Promote investments through the Airport Classification System and target investment to 
promote implementation of identified performance measures.

State Stewardship Goal: To continuously improve the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of 
the transportation system. (RCW 47.04.280)

Note:  These policies will be available for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for 
meeting information. 
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Draft Stewardship Policies (continued) 

Policy 3: Work with local, regional and state agencies to boost economic 
development and attract businesses through the development of airport 
infrastructure and compatible land use initiatives.

Policy 4: Provide technical assistance to airports and promote methods that 
maximize the financial return to the airport consistent with the WASP, airport 
master plan and state and federal grant assurances and guidelines.

Policy 5: Support joint public-private partnership and private sector initiatives to 
provide transportation facilities and services where public expenditures can be 
reduced and the quality, quantity and long-term stability of service is maintained.

Policy 6: Develop access standards so that regional transportation plans and 
airport master plans can accommodate air transportation access within 
Washington and to the national and international systems.

State Stewardship Goal: To continuously improve the quality, effectiveness, and 
efficiency of the transportation system. (RCW 47.04.280)

Note:  These policies will be available for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for 
meeting information. 
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Draft Economic Policies 

Policy 1: Factor state and/or regional economic benefits (such as economic
development, job creation, and competitive advantage) into analyses of aviation 
investments. 

Policy 2: WSDOT Aviation should coordinate with state and local economic 
development agencies to ensure that aviation facilities to enhance economic 
growth across all sectors of the economy and in all portions of the state.

Policy 3: The State of Washington should strongly encourage and support 
educational infrastructure to train and educate the skilled workforce necessary to 
support a technically advanced aviation system that will serve all citizens of the 
State. 

Policy 4: The State of Washington should encourage public private partnerships 
and create incentives to encourage private investment in airport infrastructure 
and aviation equipment and encourage sustainable job and business growth of 
aviation enterprises.  

Note: This slide includes revisions made by the Aviation Planning Council at the June 5, 2008 meeting. These policies will be available 
for public review and comment at public meetings to be held in July 2008 – see slide 21 for meeting information. 
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Action

Approval in principle of draft policies
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Looking Ahead: Approach to Funding and Financing 

Review of technical team tasks

Looking ahead:
– August – review existing aviation funding sources
– September – Review proposed revenue and taxing sources 

Subcommittee volunteers
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Upcoming Public Involvement Activities   
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Regional Public Meetings

Tuesday, July 22, 2008
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Future of Flight Aviation Center
8415 Paine Field Blvd

Mukilteo

Thursday, July 24, 2008 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Wenatchee Convention Center 
201 N. Wenatchee Avenue

Wenatchee

Present preliminary guiding principles and initial policy 
recommendations
Gather public comment to:
- Confirm that we are discussing the right issues
- Identify important issues not yet addressed
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Electronic Town Hall (July 2008)

Purpose:
– Obtain feedback on problems and opportunities facing the aviation 

system to help inform development of System Plan Alternatives

How it will work:
– 150 participants per meeting (representative sample, geographically 

dispersed)
– 60 minutes long
– Interactive and moderated in an interactive chat environment
– Includes visual and graphic displays
– All communication is saved as data
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Next Steps

Public Involvement 
– Electronic Town Hall
– Regional Public Meetings 

Council Meetings
– Meeting #6: Policy Adoption 

August 7, 2008 – Vancouver
– Meeting #7: Strategy Review 

September 4, 2008 – Seattle
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