PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION NEW REVENUE
IMPLEMENTATION PROPOSALS

During the most recent legislative session, WSDOT was entrusted with new revenue to distribute
through several different grant programs. The following is WSDOT’s plan for awarding those funds. If
you have any comments, please contact Nicole Patrick at patricn@wsdot.wa.gov or 360-705-6930 no
later than Wednesday, Oct. 7.

Regional Mobility ($6.25 million)

WSDOT is considering two possibilities for the distribution of new revenue assigned to the Regional
Mobility Grant program. The department will either use the existing contingency list from the current-
law budget or go forward with a new call for projects. There has been varying input from the Legislature
and there are advantages associated with either choice.

New call for projects
This would enable WSDOT to incorporate new direction from the Legislature:

e ESHB 1842 establishes new "integration and coordination" criteria for projects in the Puget
Sound area.
0 This would provide applicants an opportunity to tailor proposals to meet new criteria.
e ESHB 2012 may require WSDOT to apply “practical design” to construction projects associated
with new revenue.

This may yield projects in better alignment with goals of WSDOT and the Regional Mobility program:
e It aids local governments in funding projects that improve the connectivity and efficiency of our
transportation system.
e |t provides measurable reduction in vehicle miles traveled and carbon emissions.
e It identifies cost-effective projects that reduce delay for people and goods and improve
connectivity between counties and regional population centers.

Contingency list
e This would require fewer resources (from WSDOT and applicants) and could be implemented
quickly.
e |t's consistent with the current-law bill even if the new revenue bill does not mention the
contingency list.
e The projects have already been vetted, reviewed and deemed viable by WSDOT and the
Legislature.
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Proviso Tiered List ($13.89 million)

The Legislature provided WSDOT with a list of projects separated into two tiers. With the exceptions of
the Island Transit and Skagit Transit projects, no further direction was provided on how to prioritize
them. There is not enough funding in the program to fund the entire Tier 1 list in the first biennium.

The department has reached out to all of the remaining Tier 1 grantees and asked them to provide
funding milestones and to prioritize their own projects. Once WSDOT determines the program’s budget
for this biennium, WSDOT staff will contact the remaining projects to develop a funding plan.

Coordination Grants ($1 million)

WSDOT will work with providers and planners in the Puget Sound area to determine the best criteria
and methodology for distributing these funds with existing working groups hosted by the Puget Sound
Regional Council.

Consolidated Competitive Grants (RM $1.72 million, PTSN $1.25 million)
WSDOT is applying the same criteria to the list of projects from the last biennium’s solicitation.
Competitive funds will be provided through Rural Mobility and Paratransit Special Needs programs.

Vanpool Investment Program ($0.97 million)

WSDOT recently completed a vanpool solicitation and had enough funding to award every applicant for
expansion vans. The department proposes using the new revenue funding to fund applicants for
replacement vans from the same solicitation.

Formula Funds (RM $1.72 million, PTSN $5 million)

The new revenue formula funds have already been awarded to the transit systems based on traditional
criteria as directed by the Legislature.
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