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I-5 – South 317th Street HOV Direct Access Project Update
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Construction Update

Project crews were out working right up until last Thursday, Dec. 23.  We placed rebar and poured concrete for the second bridge support, which we’ll finish next month.  We also poured the foundation for a retaining wall just north of the second bridge support.  In other areas of the job site we’re removing shoring and backfilling behind walls that we’ve built.

Other continuing work includes:

· Excavating and grading the southbound lanes near S. 317th
· Constructing the retaining wall north of the first bridge support

· Excavating for the pond near the S. 320th southbound exit ramp

· Installing drainage systems on the west side of I-5

· Upgrading the electrical system in the project area

The crews are taking a well-deserved break the last week of the year, but they’ll be back on the job on Monday, Jan. 3.

New Federal Way Traffic Cameras

You can view a live picture of the project area any time by visiting the S. 320th traffic camera Web page (http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Traffic/seattle/i5_s320th.htm#cam).  Just last week, we added three new traffic cameras on I-5 between Highway 18 and the King-Pierce County line:

Highway 18
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Traffic/seattle/i5_sr18_interchange.htm#cam
Enchanted Parkway
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/seattle/i5_enchantedpkwy.htm#cam
South 375th Street
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Traffic/seattle/i5_s375th.htm#cam
We now offer you views from more than 120 traffic cameras between the greater Seattle/Tacoma area and the Canadian border that provide real-time traffic conditions to help you plan your trips.

Direct Access Projects Update

The I-5 – South 317th Project is one of nine HOV/direct access projects in the Puget Sound area primarily funded by Sound Transit, and designed and constructed by WSDOT to improve regional transit and keep traffic moving.  Earlier this month, we opened the second of these direct access projects on I-405 in downtown Bellevue.  The project team delivered the Bellevue direct access project over a year earlier than originally scheduled and approximately $25 million under budget.

Sound Transit and WSDOT opened Washington’s first direct access project in Lynnwood on Nov. 16.  Approximately 1200 drivers are now using this HOV-only interchange on I-5 each day.  The South 317th project is one of two direct access projects currently under construction on I-5 (the other is at Ash Way in Lynnwood).  And two more are scheduled to begin construction in 2005: one on I-90 at Eastgate in Bellevue, and the other on I-405 at Totem Lake in Kirkland.

For a complete list of projects related to Sound Transit’s Regional Express system, visit http://www.soundtransit.org/projects/svc/st-express/.
A Happy and Safe New Year

All of us at WSDOT and Sound Transit would like to wish you a happy new year, and remind you to use our roadways safely, especially at this time of celebration.  If you see a vehicle showing signs of driver impairment, please find a safe place to pull off the road and dial 9-1-1, or have a passenger make the call.  You could save a life.  And if you drink, use a designated driver, a cab, a bus – just don’t get behind the wheel.  We’ll see you in 2005!

Highway Advisory Radio Updates 

Make sure you catch our latest weekly radio message on AM 1520 in Federal Way. Questions or comments? E-mail Laura Johnson at JohnsoL@wsdot.wa.gov.



