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TRANSCRIBED COMMENT C77-001 

My name is Richard Scott, and I live at the very most tip of Fife Heights closest 
to the new proposed interchange with I-5, 167 extension into the Port of 
Tacoma.  My wife and I have a great concern about extreme increases in traffic 
noise that will occur at our residence when the interchange is built.  Our house 
is the closest residence to this interchange than any other house in the area.  I 
guarantee you, there will be an extreme increase in traffic noise at our house.  
We would like your group to do the following:  help us by soundproofing our 
house and slightly adjusting our insulation quality to accommodate the increase 
in noise.  I don't propose any sound barrier walls for our house, just window and 
some sort of sound proof insulation.  I would like a response to this letter and 
possibly have someone come to my house to see and discuss this matter.  I do 
somewhat support this interchange even though it is so big and consuming.  It is 
an important part of making the area and community move better and help 
traffic.  Please take the time to help us in this huge project.  We will need it.  
Thank you.   

We await your response to this matter.  I will be much cheaper to sound proof 
than to put up huge sound walls!  Thank you for your consideration. 

RESPONSE C77-001 

FHWA and WSDOT policy states that funding for projects will not be used to 
insulate private or commercial buildings. Insulation of buildings can be used in 
some instances for non-profit institutions or public use structures. A noise study 
has been conducted to evaluate the placement of noise walls along the project 
corridor. For more information, please see subsection 3.6.6 of the FEIS. 
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RESPONSE C78-001 

WSDOT held several design workshops and conducted a Value Engineering 
(VE) study for the I-5 interchange.  All aspects of highway design were 
represented with technical experts from the local jurisdictions, highway 
designers, bridge designers and geotechnical experts.  The preferred option for 
the I-5 interchange resulted from those meetings. 

 

RESPONSE C78-002 

FHWA and WSDOT policy is that we only model noise levels 500 feet from the 
FOG line at the edge of the paved highway. Fife Heights is over 1000 feet from 
the proposed new SR 167 highway alignment and outside of the project limits. 
Beyond approximately 500 feet from the highway noise reductions provided by 
noise barriers are negligible. Noise barriers are effective only for those homes 
that are immediately adjacent to the highway and a row or two of houses behind 
this first row. The noise discipline report (2004) modeled impacts at a total of 
19 residents between the proposed highway and Fife Heights. Two noise 
barriers, numbers 4 and 5, were modeled to shield the residents in this area. The 
study determined that neither wall would be able to achieve the required 
minimum of 7 decibels noise reduction at one household, and therefore, does 
not meet the feasibility criteria. 

 

RESPONSE C78-003 

Construction will require mitigation measures to comply with PSCAA 
regulations that require the control of dust during construction and preventing 
deposition of mud on paved streets. 



Tier II FEIS Appendix G – Draft EIS Comments and Responses Page G-67 
SR 167 – Puyallup to SR 509   

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE C78-004 

The proposed 54th Avenue interchange will allow trucks to access SR 167 and 
tie directly to I-5 northbound and the Port of Tacoma Road/SR 509 area without 
entering the intersection at SR 99.  Trucks destined for southbound I-5 will have 
to use the existing configuration with the SR 99 intersection and then enter I-5.  
Alexander Avenue has been closed north of SR 509. 

 

RESPONSE C78-005 

The closure of Alexander Avenue north of SR 509 has been approved by Pierce 
County and the Cities of Tacoma and Fife.  The two Port accesses via 54th Ave 
and Taylor Way and Port of Tacoma Road are accommodated in this project.  
Please see response to your comment above. 
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RESPONSE C79-001 

Thank you for your support.  Information on the Riparian Restoration Proposal 
(RRP) has been expanded in the EIS.  Please look at subsections 3.2.4 Water 
Resources; 3.3.8 Wetlands; and 3.4.4 Wildlife, Fisheries, and Threatened and 
Endangered Species.  Other subsections in sections 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4 have been 
expanded to look at impacts per sub-basin and reorganized to include indirect 
and cumulative impact analyses.  We believe the changes in these sections 
address your concerns. Please also see responses to comments G01-001 through 
G01-049. 

 

RESPONSE C80-001 

Capacity changes to SR 167 north to Auburn are currently being studied on an 
adjacent project. The proposed SR 167 extension will ease congestion on local 
roads. The increase in traffic on the existing SR 167 freeway between Puyallup 
and I-405 will be minimal. 

RESPONSE C80-002 

Light Rail is not proposed as part of this project. 

 



Tier II FEIS Appendix G – Draft EIS Comments and Responses Page G-69 
SR 167 – Puyallup to SR 509   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE C81-001 

Adjacent projects at Port of Tacoma Road and projects to widen I-5 through 
Tacoma will add an additional HOV land lane in each direction to I-5.  These 
projects are expected to take place before the SR 167 Interchange is built.  
Future expansion beyond that may still be possible.  The Tier I EIS defined 
where the corridor is to occur. The preferred alternative had the fewest 
environmental impacts of the alternatives presented in Tier I.  The original route 
still has higher environmental impacts than the current design.  The original 
plan to connect at Port of Tacoma Interchange will not match City of Fife 
transportation plans and will would overload the interchange at I-5 and Port of 
Tacoma Road.  Too many environmental impacts were identified on the original 
route, and it would not be cheaper to mitigate impacts. 
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RESPONSE C82-001 

Information on the Riparian Restoration Proposal (RRP) has been expanded in 
the EIS.  Please look at subsections 3.2.4 Water Resources; 3.3.8 Wetlands; and 
3.4.4 Wildlife, Fisheries, and Threatened and Endangered Species.  These 
sections have been expanded to look at impacts per sub-basin and reorganized 
to include indirect and cumulative impact analyses.  We believe the changes in 
these sections address your concerns.  WSDOT has assembled a team of experts 
to perform a comprehensive analysis of the project's effects on hydrology, 
channel hydraulics, and the geomorphology to assure that we address the 
impacts of our project on the watershed as part of the RRP for Hylebos Creek 
and Wapato Creek.  We have hand chosen a team of specialists with expertise in 
Hydrologic Simulation Program Fortran (HSPF) modeling, floodplain 
hydraulics, geomorphology, and stream ecology.  Please also see responses to 
comments G01-001 through G01-049. 

 

 

 




