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Background 

• RCW 47.68 authorizes WSDOT Aviation to 
develop the statewide system of airports in 
cooperation with municipalities, federal 
authorities and others engaged in aeronautics 
and civil aviation. 

• Washington’s first Aviation System Plan was 
adopted in 1973, and updated in 1993, 1998, 
2001 and 2009 
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Purpose 

• The primary purpose of airport system planning 
is to study the performance and interaction of an 
entire aviation system to understand the 
interrelationship of the member airports. 

• The study involves examining the interaction of 
the airports with the aviation user requirements, 
economy, population, and surface transportation 
of a specific geographic area. 
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Work Elements 
• The planning process includes: 

– Exploration of issues that impact aviation in the study area 
– Inventory of the current system 
– Identification of air transportation needs 
– Forecast of system demand 
– Consideration of alternative airport systems 
– Definition of airport roles and policy strategies 
– Recommendation of system changes, funding strategies, 

and airport development 
– Preparation of an implementation plan 
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Additional Work Elements 

The study will also examine emerging 
technologies such as:  

• Integrating the FAA’s NextGen and Airports 
Geographic Information System (AGIS) programs  

• Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) at airports 

• The role of remotely-monitored technologies and 
blended airspace at airport towers.  
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Preliminary Schedule 

• Kick-off:     July 2014 

• Completion:    June 2016 
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For more information please contact: 
 

Rob Hodgman 
WSDOT Aviation 

360-596-8910 
hodgmar@wsdot.wa.gov 
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