
I-5 – South 48th Street to Pacific Avenue
Motorists who travel northbound I-5 between the junctions of SR 16 and I-705 experience 
heavy congestion due to the ‘weave’ of traffic created by vehicles merging from SR 16 and 
exiting on I-705 to downtown Tacoma. When the I-5 South 48th to Pacific Avenue Nickel Project 
is complete in 2008, the traffic ‘weave’ on northbound I-5 between SR 16 and I-705 will be 
greatly improved, providing safer travel and reducing accidents and traffic congestion through 
this busy segment. 

This project provides 7.4 new lane miles, by building the new multilane northbound collector-
distributor roadway (depicted above, right.)  It constructs multiple retaining walls designed to 
maximize available space within existing right of way in order to build the new NB C-D 
roadway.  Three city street bridges will be removed and two will be replaced, in order to build 
the NB C-D and future mainline widening beneath them.  This project also prepares for 
construction of the I-5 / SR 16 Interchange and SR 16 Nalley Valley Viaduct HOV projects, 
funded by the 2003 and 2005 Legislative Transportation Packages.
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