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Emergency repair on I-405 through Renton is on schedule 

Emergency repairs to the Thunder Hills Creek culvert damaged in the Dec. 3 storm are on 
schedule. To protect the safety of crews, we’ll limit upcoming closures primarily to daytime 
hours (weekdays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., weekends 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.). However, you should still 
be prepared for an occasional closure during evening hours. 

Please continue to use our traffic Web pages , 511, and radio traffic reports to help you 
make decisions about traveling through this area. 

Ice and snow, take it slow – or just don’t go 

Winter conditions call for different driving tactics. Think you know all the tips? Can you list a 
dozen? Visit our winter driving Web site to check your knowledge. One of the most 
important things to know is your own limits – when the weather’s too bad, safe drivers stay 
at home. Use our traffic pages for information to help make your travel decisions. 

Text messaging while driving becomes illegal Jan. 1 

Last May Gov. Gregoire signed into law a measure that will make Washington roads safer 
by banning text messaging while driving . This law takes effect Jan. 1, 2008. It includes 
reading, writing and sending text messages. The fine will be $124. Traffic fines can be 
higher if the violation occurs in a construction zone. 

Gov. Gregoire also signed into law a measure that bans the use of cell phones while 
driving unless the driver is using a hands-free device. That law will take effect July 1, 2008, 
and will also carry a $124 fine. 

Would you be willing to talk to us about a project if you could do it 
from home? 

We’re trying to find new ways to involve you in the decision-making process – to hear what 
you think and ensure that we build community values into our projects. One innovative tool 
we’re developing is a virtual open house. A virtual open house will give you an opportunity 
to participate in the decision-making process without having to fight traffic, find parking, or 
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travel a long distance. Visit our blog to learn more, vote in our poll and share your 
comments. 

A happy and safe new year  

All of us at WSDOT would like to wish you a happy new year, and remind you to use our 
roadways safely, especially at this time of celebration. If you see a vehicle showing signs of 
driver impairment, please find a safe place to pull off the road and dial 911, or have a 
passenger make the call. You could save a life. And if you drink, use a designated driver 

 

Please forward this e-mail to others who might be interested. Subscribe to other e-mail updates 
from WSDOT, unsubscribe or send us your questions and comments.  
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